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~ EXPLOSION WAS TERRIFIC.
1’ -’ The explosion affected | 1
z ‘far as now known

‘of No. 8 mine, supporting the roof, were

* not only shattered and torn from thelr posl-
‘thn, but were blown out of the entry and
~ to the opposite s'de of the river. Other
)ﬂdnceofﬂxenwmlml%ulllhmiu
~ every section of the mines that has t»m
by the

| hurled into every opening, and all of the
| underground structure is wrecked beyond
| 0% of its shape.
_ The entry of No. 6 mine, 300 feet from
i fthe mouth, is piled high with the wreck-
mot two strings of cars and two electric
F , motors. Some of the rescuers have climbed
bver this and found bodies beyond, but have
- made no attempt to remove these to the
y "lnrnu, partly because it would be almost
~ Impossible to carry the bodles over the
~ debris, but more particularly because they
do not want to lose any time In reaching
 other sections of the mine where it is pos-
sible men still living may be imprisoned.
The cars are being righted as fast gs pos-
sible and removed from the entry, tuether
with all other obstructions.
 TRYING TO SEND DOWN AIR.
"~ All of the headings leading off from the
main entry are being cut off by canvas and
caded as fast as they are reached by
the relief workers, so that the innermost
. workings of the mine may be given the
benefit of the ventilating system to sustaln
_ any that may be yet living and make pos-
sible an early exploration of these work-
Ings.

|

Deen placed in charge of the rellef work,

bt the Italians and other foreigners are

 working under them most fajithfully. Tt is

ssible for a man to remain long in the

ths of the mine, and the rescue forces

are divided to work In relays, with frequent

_‘ reliefs. Many in the relief party have al-

flm become exhausted and heen sent to
the surface.

Huge i
3 n! coal and rock have been loosened and

" The Amerlean miners of the town have
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~and the operating offices in Fairmont, W.
‘Va. The company is said to be one of the

_eated in Fairmont and Clarksburg, W. Va.;

~ large number of foreigners into the field to

largest steel tipple in the State and one of

{
. WOULD-BE RESCUERS HELPLESS.
~ Along the hills, far back from the main

w g on mine No. 8, there are a number

OWNED IN BALTIMORE.
The mines are owned and operated by the
Consolidation Coal Company of Baltimore.
General offices gre located in Baltimore,

largest operating in the bituminous coal
industry of America® It is capitalized at
$20,000,000 and has in operation about 100
‘producing plants. Its largest.mines are lo-

‘Somerset, Pa., and Cumberland, Md. Clar-
ence W. Watson, of Baltimore, is presi-
%Ient :
Monongah is a mining town in Marion
Louhty. West Virginia, about six miles
oouthwest of Fairmont. It has a popula-
tion of about 6,000, most of whom are for-
wigners, although there is a larger propor-
fion of American miners in this district
‘than in most of the other bituminous fields.
: FOREIGNERS IN MAJORITY.
Until about 10 years ago the mines were
operated alr_nost exclusively by Americans,
‘but during a general strike of miners in the
Pennsylvania and Ohio fields many of these
West Virginia miners went out in sympa-
gﬂ_ly to prevent the filling of contracts at
Jdake ports and elsewhere with West Vir-
‘ginia coal by the companies in Ohio and
'West Virginia, against which the strike
‘was directed.
+ At that time the mine owners brought a

take the places of the strikérs and ever
laince the foreigners have been displacing
Americans until they are now in the ma-
Jorltr.

- HOW MINES ARE CONNECTED.
© Mine# Nos. 6 and 8 are located on op-
‘posite sides of the West Fork river, No. 6
on the east side and No. 8 on the west side,
‘the homes of ihe miners occupying both

des of the river, The two mines are con-

jected by a heading far back in the hills
from the opening of No. 8 mine and their
‘underground workings are merged. They
are also connected on the surface by the

the largest in the country. This structure
jneludea a large steel pier bridge owned
~ ond controlled by the coal company. The
inines have both slope and shaft entries.
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sion occurred.” Had it been 30 seconds

about ul‘ht miles from Hnmph.
by an earthquake. There was a
nolse, houses rocked to and !rv.
rushed wildly to the street, and it was
minutes before it was knmown what m
occurred. Then the news came by tele-
phone from Monongah. A relief train was
sent out as soon as possible, and but two
men were brought in on it. Mr. Lichten-
stein saw them. " Both were allve," but
nelther ecould be recognized, except one was
a white man and the other was colored.
These men had been working 20 feet from
the mouth of the mine and were not in the
mine. They were blown many yards, and
it was a miracle that they were not killed
outright. Mr. Lichtenstein says

about the station at Fairmont were heart-

rending.
An inferurban street car had just passed
the mouth of the nfines when the explo-

later it would have been swept away by
the explosion, which was of such force
that it carried a 30-ton fan eleu across
the river.

Mr. Lichtenstein had a talk wlth Super-
intendent Gaskill, of the mines, who stated
that he had no hopes that any of the men
had escaped. He said there were from 425
to 550 men in two mines. In the num-
ber were a corps of mining engineers, and
these, too, it is thought, were lost. The
street car track was torn up for the dis-
tance of over a mile.

‘Baltimore and Ohio train No. 1 passed
through Cumberland tonight with a special
car conveying officials of the Fairmont
Coal Company to the scene of the accident.
In the party were Vice-President J. Wheel-
wright, Van Lear P. Black, George Flem-
ing, T. Watson and Charles Kalkman.
The officials received the first news of the
explosion here after leaving Baltimore,
and they were much dejected. It is a well-
known faet that the Monongah mines were
as well equipped with modern appliances
as any in the world. It is said that the
provision for safety was as good as human
agency could make it. None of the officials
could account for the disaster. ¥
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