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VICTIM oF

BAPLOSION

PIPTPSHUNRG MINER WAS KILLED IN
DISASTER AT WITTEVILLE,

———

Jomes  Thomas who Recently Left
Pitisburg was Among Vietims of
Mine Explosion—Engles IHave
Been Notified,

It was ascertained today that James
l.. Thomas, a Pittsburg man, was

famong the victims In the mine explo-
#lon ad Witteville, 1. Ty., near Poteau,

I. T, yvesterday in which fourteen mi-
ners lost their lives, Thomas left here
only w short time ago and the nows of

fhis death was the first that had been

heard of him since nis departure,

The news came In a tdlegram from
Patrick Calrng, of the Eagle Lodge,
ut Fort Smith, Ark., to J. A, Cameron,

| of the local lodge. in which it stated

| to ercape through the hole thus made,

that Thomas had been Killea ane ask
ing what disposition should be made
of the body, “The deceased had a
brother and an effort was being made
today to locate him, The brother |s
helleved to be working In o mine at
West Mineral.

Thomas was well known In the min-
ing camps around Jewel Thomas, He
wiag o bachelor and was Known as a

hard-working miner, He belonged to

the local union of the United Min
Workers of America and was also a
member of Sunflower Aerie No.o 123
Fraternal Order of Kagles,

It i probable that the body will e
hrought here for burial,

The Tleadlight last evening printed
a dispach from PPotenu ghving a list
of the names of the victims, and Mr.

Thomas' name appeared in that list,

but it was not known until the tele-
gEram was received by the Eagles, that
It was the same man that lived here,

The explosgion oceurred in a slope

of Witteville mine No. 6 in entry No.
1, where there were 16 men working,
Including two mule drivers namaed
Arch Dunlap and Amos Clay, whose
ceeape was rather miraculous,

When the explogion occurred they
were near the entrance and’ wers
thrown nearer it enabling them

The mules were klled.

The explosion I8 suposed to have
been  caused by the accidental dis-
charge of u shot which was left over
from the fiving of the night before,

There ig no fire  about the mine
which glves rige to the theory that the
death of the men was caused by fire
damp that filled the entry following
the explosgion of the shot

Mhe bodier of three of the men killed
have heen recovered, but the mine is

i1l 8o full of gas that it is Impossible
to ¢énter for the recovery of the other
bodies,
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