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Virginia Coal Field Opened

byhd.y.

Recent Explesion Recalls a Former
One, After Which Miners From
This Valley Werg Brought to That
Region—W. A, Lathrop Surveyed

_ That Field,

The «xplosion at Pocahontas, Vir-
ginla, last  weel In  which over 3§

men or more jost their Mves, brings to i
mind the first explosion in Southwen:

rginin which occurred March 13, 1884,
which 120 men lost their lives and

Ik

the part that a score of miners-from
Wilkes-Barre had to do with bringing dq

rut of the dead bodles, putting the mine N

In order and for a long period of years H

was without an explosion or serious
dent other than occurs in any mine
he world

The bodies had been In the mine after ||

the aceldent for over & week, the native
miners not willing to venture Into the
1li fated mine as a mine explosi

& new experience to them. It

erated by the Southwest Virgin
provement Co, who sont an agent to
Wilkes-Rarre for & corps of expert
miners from this reglon.

Willlam Moody, & foreman in the
Stanton colliery, was appolnted and se-
lected his men, taking eleven with him
the following day. mong them were
the late Harry J. Rees of Bugar Notch,
William T. B, Jones of Parsons, Joshun
Davis of this city, John P, Thomas,
Morgan D, Jones, John V. Jones and
John James and others.

After the bodies were Interred Mr.
Moody was appointed superintendent,
Harry J. Rees and Willlam T. §. Jones,
foremen of the East mine; the West
mine \;I newly opened but v

P

r. Moody, who also opened the
mine, with Harry P. Rotl. Jr.,
and Edyard Hopkins as foreme
Plor to 1888 comparatively llluo oconl
wias mined In Virginia, the output of
1880 being less than 50,000 tons, but
during that year the flat top coal re-
gl:m were opened up mainly by the
thwest Virginla Improvement Co.,

tho Norfoll’ & Western Raliroad hav-
been extended to that sectlon, In
the mmmni mined #9871 tons of
i In 1884, 383,252 tonm.

In the year the accident occurred,
after, order was restored In the mine,
the uu!rut wa nullv Increased an-
nually for a perfod of rs without a
stoppage or accldent. collleries at
Pocahontas are on the State line; llu
opening :aroufn which the conl
brought out is In Tazewell County, Vlr-
ginla, while the working of the Interior
of the mine |s In Ieanau and Mercer
countles, West Virginia, having open-
ings In another State for ventllation

The distance from the mine
orfolk, where the coal 1s shipped,

ll 878 miles,
- Whi Mammoth vein In Pou
ntas was discovered In the
entlu it ruunad in the bullding o! Iht
and while the road was
bulhlln% civll and mining ongineer W,
A, rop of Dorranceton, then a
# sent to this wilderness
corps of engineors and
made & survey of the Nelson and other
{: operties, and ected Pocahontas as
he slte of lha mlp\nt t
night ago a Record representative vis-
ited the region and during his stay saw
Mr. Lathrop, the fist superintendent,
and also Willlam E. Bult, the frst
southerner Mr. Lathrop hired after
nrrll\"lng in the wilderness on horse-

ac
Mr. Lathrop's mission south was to

P l100k up his coal interests at Welch,

fifteen miles ﬂnwn the Elkhorn Valley
from Pocahontas, where he ha n
Weaks tapped & & foot vein of

weeks " oot veln of

mous Pocahontas coal.

‘I'l|o veln at Pocahontas Is 11 feet
th! and crops out on the side of the
hllll In all directions and I8 very easy
and {nexpensive to mine, aw It s above
water level and the coal fs hauled out
¢f the mines by small locomatives, a
number of which were manufactured

; w the Vulean Iron Works of this elty.

. E. Butt, the first southerner employ-
ed by thecompany, isstill haleand hearty
and s a man of mmldmbh means. He
conducted the store for the past twenty
yu;s A glgn above the door of whlch
rea
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William E. Butt, :

Grocerles, Country Produce and Coffins,

He was the first undertaker in the
new settlement and conveyed the bod-
fes in a springless on to the ceme-
tery. Mr. Butt Is fond of telling of the |
early experlences of the place and
stated that when hired buupulntud-
ent Lathrop that Mr, Lathrop came
cver the mountains on horseback with
Il laid out the town, after
which selected the spol to open the
East mine and left Butt to cut the
brush for the opening, after which the
latter set up the first timbers, hung the
first door and made the framework for
the firet shanty and built the first mine
car. He worked for Mr. Lathrop untll
the explosion occurred in 1884, w
went Into business. The wheels for the
first mine car were brought over the
mountaing on mule back.

. R. Graham, the present mayor of
Pocahontas, who was one of super-
Intendent Lathrop’s surveyors, and Mr.
Butt are the only two men left of the
original founders of the town.

Superintendent lMJ who super=-
ceded Mr. u:lmrp. held the position
eleven years; John Rees, twelve
years, was elected the second mayor
of the town. The development of the
reglon is phenomenal and the flat top
conl fleld is now the most Important
In the United Btates and the quality of
the coal is unsurpassed, The Poca-
hontas Colllerles Co. meveral years
#ince pucceeded the Bouthwest Virginia

provement Co., the oldest operator
In the Pacahontas reglon. Recently
rn has become closely lden-
th the Poeahontas Consolidated
. President Isanc T. Mann of
West  Virginia; Jenkin
president, and James El-
. 'Va., and James
orth Fork, W. Va,

| manager.

general .

Willam Leckle, for several years fore-
man of the Nottl m colllery of the
s (hy present. sapevintondenl 8¢
outh, 18 the present su ntendent o
the collleries of the company at the
town of Poeahontas, where the recent
accident occurred and were the come
‘s main ofMice and iargest plant are
ted, on the Norfolk & Western
Rallroad. At this point there are four
mines In operat!

fis own machine
and power siat water works,
electric light plant, supply stores, com-
and cold storage plant and
about comfortable dwellings for I8
“employees, Al.“l:.ln ‘n'n:nmlnn «:t
nearly every nationality
4 a steady demand
| in the coal and |
well as for many akill-
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southern upheaval of the Poecahontas
vein. The plants will be located in the

Farraday properties, and which will in}—
all probabilles be the main line of the
Norfolk & Western Rallroad in the near
A{uture, when the resources of the coun-
tiry adjacent to Lhe new line are maore

“developed and (ts numerous min-
lnx town bulit up.

t the Boissevein plant of the Po-
cahontas  Collieries Company above
referred to ap being newly o ed, n
1 wirge number of comfortable dwellings

bave been erectdd, and more are under
contract. A church is being buflt and
L& school hullding will be provided for
at once, The dweliings are located on
' | high lands, insuring good sanitation.
They are convenlent to the mines and
i#tore and are all lighted by electricity.
A water system (s nlso being installed
and it bids fair to be the best mining
town In the flat top conl feld, consid-
F{ering from its healthful location, ae-
ceselbility to the fertile flelds and pas-
tures of the famous Abbe Valley, run-
ning parallel with Laure]l Creek for sev-
eral miles, «
Col, James Brown!ng, who Is the only
' | individual operator In the town of Po-
cenhontas, owns 2,000 acres of coal and
timber land mot far from Boissevein,
us do also the Moore family, the ploneer
family of Abbs Valley, n number of
whom were killed there by the Indians
*iin 178, They own several thousand
* [acres and Rowland Bryant, another old
t |settlor, has ninety acres and forty acres
of white oak which will be developed
as soon as the new rallroad is com-
pleted. No mining country in the
* | United Btater has a brighter future
than the flat top reglon of Virginia.
!l Willlam H. Grady, formerly of Nan-
ticoke, and Walter Brennan, son of
engineer Walter Brennan of Wilkes-
Barre Helghts, are on the mining en-
" | Rineering corps of the Pocahontas Col-
* | lHerles Co, and reside at Pocahontas.
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