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AWFUL CALAMITY.

STONE CITY MINE NO. 2 VISITED
BY GREAT CALAMITY,

Fourteen Out of Twenty Men Badly
Barned and Five Deaths Occur
From Explosion.

On last Thursday twenty men went
into the bottom of the KFidelity coal
mine No. 2 at Stone City at 7
lo’cluek, laughing and jokingon their

way to work. Thirty minutes later
fourteen of them were suffering and
five had received their death wounds
from burn sand sorrow was the share
of fourteen homes.

Those fatally burned, and who
died immediately afterward were,
Ollie ‘Pettorfi, John Day, . W,
Edwards, Dion Raiz and Matt Tucea,
‘all of Stone City, and the others

seriously buned were Fruak Brevner
and H. Douman.

Those not so seriously burned were
Rafus Miller, Jules Senason, Emile
Bitose, CnarlesCrousel, Aug Crousel,
|t Antoen Peas, Bert Tueeca and the
motor man, 4 Hilms.

Th accident was the most serious
that has ever occurred in CheroKee
county.

The pit cars én this mine are run
by electricity and the first opinion
expressed by the survivors was that
the powder jacks carried by the
miners for shooting the coal down
had been exploded by sparks from
the wires. The wmen had just ar-
ranged themselves in the small cars,
each earrying his powder jack con-
taining 12% pounds of powder each.
These jacks are tin cass withaserew
cap on them, and eight of the twelve
exploded, being about 180 pounds,

The men were in two of the pit
cars, and the accident oeeurred just
as they were starting from the bot-
tom. Somefof the men wese sitting
on their powder jacks and others
had them at their sides.

Ollie Portorff was one of the most
seriously burned and he died ay 11:30

tat day.
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