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GAS EXPLOSION
KILLS 21 MEN,

Horrer in West Virginia Mine at
Neen Yestarday.

ONE BODY FOUND.

Men Missing Either Killed Out-
right or Asphyxiated. Nothing
Known of Explosion’s Cause.

Bluefield, W. Va., Jan. 4—~Twenty-one
miners were killed In an explosion of
mine gas in the shaft of the Copper
Mine company at Coaldale, West Vir-
ginia, §t noon today. Up to midnight
only ony body had been recovered. Im-
‘mediat following the explosion,
which whe heard for several miles, re-
les set to work to explore the
shaft.

Coaldale is a mining town situated on
the line of the Norfolk and Western
rallway and is 15 miles west of Blue-
fleld. The mining cars and most of the
property used in the mineg are suppos-
ed to have been blown to pleces, At
5.30 p.m. the body of one of the miners
was discovered about a hundred feet
away from the mine entry so mutilated
that it {s unrecognizable, All hope of re-
covering alive the miners entombed by
the explosion was shattered by the
pouring forth of gases from the differ-
ent entries. If the twenty-one men were
not all killed instantly by the explosion
1t 1s belleved that they must have sue-
cumbed to the great accumulation of
gas following the explosion.

Great crowds were attracted by the

~gases ahead £p that the rescuers might
the shaft. This wiil require some
12 or 15 hours.

The Coaldale operation is owned and
operated by the Cooper Brothers who
are also owners of the Mill Creek and
‘McDowéll Coal and Coke company. The
Coaldale plant is red one of the
best operations in the field, Ed.

I8 on the ground supervising the rescue
 work.

than Halrston, Willlam Curry, Silas

Harris, June Kelly and Lee Price.
———
SENT ADDRESS TO KING,

Toronto Junction Fres Masons Thanked
By His Majesty for Thelr
Thought uiress.

Toronto, Jan. 4—At the {naugural
meeting of the recently organized lodge
of Free Masons at Toronto Junction, a
oyal address to Hig Majesty wae pass-
ed and an fHuminated copy was order-
ed to be sent to the King, This reached
its destination through the good offices
of Lord Strathcona and Sir Edward
Letchworth, grand secretary of the
Grand Masonlc lodge of England. Lord
Knollys, private gecretary to the King,
wrote to Sir BEdward, saying: “I am
commanded by His Majesty to request
You to thank the Victoria Lodge of

Free Masons of Toronto Junction for
the address, which they have sent him
on the inauguration of their lodge."

KIKGSTON CAMPAICN.

Hen. Mr. Hanna end J. P, Dow-
ney, M.L A, Speak in Mr.
Mclntyre's Interast

Kingston, Jan, 4.—The Conservatives
held a meeflng In the city hall this
evening in the interest of D. M. Mec-
Intyre, the candidate In the provincial
bye-election. H. W. Richardson, presi-
dent of the Conservative assoclation.
presided. Hon. W. J. Hanna, provinclal
secroetary, and J. P. Downey, member
for South Wellington, were tie chief
speakers. Mr. Hanna dealt with the
record of the Whitney government for
the past year and claimed that it was
such that the electors of Kingston
should express their approval by elect-
ing Mp. Mcintyre. Kingston, he said.
had had its good name besmirched by
political corruption, exposed in the
courts. Now fts electors had a chance
to redeem its good name. Tt was very
important to the government at Toron-
to, he said that it should be endorsed
by the election of the Conservative can-
didate.

Mr. Downey, in dealing with the sn-
called spolls system, claimed it was in
the Interasts of the province that lie-
ense inspectors should be changed. He
claimed that the Liberal government at
Ottawa had dismissed 638 officlals in a
short time without investigation.

———

COMPTON  ELECTION

Hunt, Liberal, Elected Over Pops
‘Conservative, Governmant's

Montreal, Jan. 4—(Special)~The by-
election for the house of commons in
Compton county. which was held today,
resulted in the election of A. H. Hunt,
Liberal. over R. H. Pope, Conservati
by & majority of over 300.
Considering the
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