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| billed until the 25th,

| |50 bad as some of them.
has been playing from two to three
| |shows per week, has been forced to

| his new play

A MINE

HORROR
IN WEST

EW SHOWS
THIS MONTH

There have been fewer first class the-
| atrical attractions south this season
| than for a number of ‘years, and it has
| been among the worst years that the |
| profession has experienced. There
n only two or three New York
5, and the south has been wl

{ll be no attractions at the

| Academy of Music all next week, but |

the week of the 15th there will be the

| Fremont Stock Company for a week

and after that there are no more shows
when “The Isle
of 8piee” comes,

| Roanoke has fared mo worse than
some of the other eities, and no nearly
Bluefield, that

|‘|u«- down until the 2ird of February,
|on account of the inability of the man-
agement to get attractions.

Manager Bernstein announces that
they will have plenty of good shows,
| however after this month. Among

i those that have already lLeen booked is

Jones,” John Drew in
Chauncey Olcott, and
| many other favorites.

| “Little Johnn

e —-———
|
| Captain and Mrs. H. W, Adams have
b returned from Newport News, where

b they were called on account of the

death of Mrs. Adams’' brother, R. E.
Mason, which occurred December 31.

i moned from Ohlo.

. celve a delegation of megro brethren,

L | politan Methodist

. | of Howard University.
.| the White House to invite the president

D
'E HOUSE

1§vrlhs~d abeolute rest and freedom from

| excitement for the next few days. Dr.

Morris, her husband, has been sum-

When he arrives it

is likely some steps looking to account

for her il treatment will be taken.
—_———

NEGRO DELECATES
NOT RECEIVED

Washington, January 6.—President
Roosevelt Wednesday rvefused to re-

comprising the Rev. J. 8 Corrothers,

- | pastor of a local Methodist church; the

Rev, J. C. Scott, pastor of, the Metro-
church, and Prof
Hart, of the law department
They called at

W. H. H

10 deliver an address hefore a conven-
i\iun of negroes from all sections of the

. | country, to be held here January 24 for
H | the purpose of considering the question

which is a home talent show, |

ENIOVABLE
DYSTER FEAST

-\ very enjoyahle oyster supper was
1ng by Miss Florence
cond avenue, n. w., in
| honor ul her umnm. Miss lola Hurnell
of Vinton. Games of various Kinds
were indulged in during the evening,
after which a delightful supper, con-
ting of oysters, salads, fruits, ete,,
s served in the most exquisite man-

Those

1 present  were: Miss Grace
Jennings,

of Allen's Creek, Va.; Miss
Algie MeCray, of Salem, Va.; Miss Iola
Barnett, of Vinton, Va., and Misses
Gish, Deyerle, Eova and Mary Ragland,
Lottie and Girtie Word, Luna and
Mae Saunders, of Roanoke; Messrs,
C. B. Merricks, of Missourl; F. J. Kirk-
wooid, of Crewe, Va.; Thomas Heslep,
of Lafayette, Va.; Hampton Barnett,
of Salem, Va.; E. D. MeCray, of Tay-
lor's, Va.; J. H. Barnett, of Alle-
ghany Springs, Va, and Messrs, Hud-
dleston, Deyerle, Mason, Wade, Lewis
and Davis, of Roanoke.

At a late hour the guests departed,
congratulating Miss Deyerle on her
success as hostess

SECOND DAY OF
RUFFNER TRIAL

Luray, Va., Jan. 5—Te second day
of the trial of Lester Rufiner, charged
with the murder of his uncle, Isaac
Ruffner, in this county, on November
26, brought an immense crowd to
Luray.

The commonwealh rested its case
about 7 o'clock Wednesday night, when
the prisoner went upon the stand and
gave the particulars of the tragedy.
Ruffner made a straightforward state-
ment of the affair, and, it is said, made
a good witness for himself. He was
on the witness stand for about three
hours and, ‘with a Winchester rifle,
gave a rehearsal of the tragedy.

His grandfather, Philip Ruffner,
aged about 76 years, also made a good
witness for the defense. He said he
had heard the dead man say he would
kill the prisoner, Ruffner's wife, and
also said he had heard her husband's
uncle say he intended to kill him, The
case {s being vigorously prosecuted and
defended,

BOY KILLED BY
A LIVE WIRE

Hagerstown, Md., Jan. 5.—By com-
ing in contact with a live wire of the
city electric lighting plant, which had
broken and fallen into the street, Mil-
and Koons, aged 12 years, son of John
Koons, manager of the Hagerstown
Wagon and Carriage Works, was killed
vesterday. A cold chisel and hammer
were found nearby, and it is not known
whether the boy was trying to cut a
piece off the wire or had gotten tan-
2led up in the ends when he was killed,

Mr. Koons was knoched down and

VIRGINIA

Twenty-One Men Meet Deain
by An Explosion of Deadly
Gas in 2 Mine at Coaldale,
W. Va,—List of the Dead.

Bluefield, W. Va,, Jan, §.—Special,—
The rescue party working in the Coal=
dale mine worked all night, and up to
noon today had recovered eighteen
bodies There are still three more im
the mine,

One of the worst mine disasters im
the history of the Pocahontas coal
flelds, occurred yesterday at Coaldale,
Mercer county, W. Va.,, when twenty-
one miners were killed in the Cooper
mines.

News of the horror reached Roanoke
during the afterncon but full detalls
of the accident are still lacking, ow=
Ing to inadequate wire facilitles at
the scene of the explosion.

Coaldale is a mining town on the
line of the Norfolk & Western rallway,
and is located about fifteen miles west
of Bluefield.

Beyond the fact that there was am
explosion of gas and that twenty-one
men met their death, and that up to
last midnight only one body had been
recovered, little is known, ;

Immediately after the explosion,
which was heard for a distance of sev=
eral miles, resculng parties were or-
ganized and set about to explore the
wrecked mine and bring out the bodies.
That these efforts met with little suc=
cess 18 shown in a despatch recelved
after midnight from Bluefield, and
which follows:

“Bluefield, W. Va,, Jan. 4.—Speclal.—

substance In which there Is more en-.
ergy and destruction to the atom thanm
is in dynamite to the pound, fire
or mine gas, let go its awful
of disaster today, and in an
twenty-one toiling miners had M
from time to eternity.

field has there been such & fearfil ‘dis~
aster, save one, and of that the wie-.
tims sleep in the cemetery at m
hontas.

“Today about halt an hour before
noon while the Cooper mines at Coal=
dale were crowded with those who
delve in the earth, there was & heavy
rumbling, a mile and more, in the bow= -
els of the mountain and through the
miles of passages and air courses of
that immense mine, the awful
was felt and ere its detonations
died out Bank Boss Thomas Willlams,
himself some distance from the ex~

plosion staggered to his feet and feel-
1ng his way to a mine telephone call-
ed to those on the outside that there
had been an explosion and asked for
help. He was a long ways from the
scene of greatest disaster and those on
the surface had felt the earth as i%

hadly shocked while trying to drag the
body from the wire.

fOonunued.; 8th page.)

Again the earth has trembled and that =

“Never before in the history of M' 4
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D ANINE HORROR

| IN WEST VIRGINIA

(Continued from first page )

I
trembled and a great dread fell n[mn}
"{ the inhabitants, Lot from the main |
| | entrance of the miue, fur i the moun. |
tain depths hushawd, fther, brother
fand sweetheart at work had been bur-

1

Y

J

ied under milligns of tons of earth and
stone that lay beiwion the workings |
|and the mountain's crow

| *“The forest trembied and shook rrnml

- the mighty foree the titanie con
cussion, n signal that Jdeuth and de-|
struction were wronglr within

} "Gathering albout the entrance, has- |
jtening crowds, urcod by cool heads |
and anxious heaits, hurrled to pre-
pare for the res‘u [ the missing!

oneg and un exploration of the wrecked
workings ‘
“At  four o'cloch one man was|

brought out. He was H. C. Courad, |
|and his body wa rally torn 1o
;I!iwt\s, I'he clo Wi hanging in |
| shreds |
{  “Up to midnig! vther bodies hadl
been recoverad

“There was cor hle smoke and
| 8as in the ennu 1l notwithstand
Ing the fact the | = were in goold
arder and were w 2 with full ca
pacity the gas . noke were not
being driven out rapldly,
i‘ The following e Jewd and their
;lm!;m, with ex u of Conrad lie|d

buried in the mi

J. W, LARNE

W. LARNE

JIM SLUSS.

LARAZ ALAD\I Hungarian.
ANTHONY BRI CE, Pole,

H. C. CONRAD ‘
SILAS WHITE
JOHN PATTERSON,
GUS HARRIS

WD SULLIVAN.
WILLIAM PRIUCE
WILLIAM WARD.
WALTER GWINN.
SIPH GRAY
STERLING WILLTAMS. i
ALBERT BARNU'M '
NATHAN HAIRSTON,
WILLIAM CURRY. S
SILAS HARRIS.
JUNE KELLY

LEE PRIUCE F
“The mine is ownad and operated |
by the Cooper Broihers. The Coaldale | ]
plant is considere ] one of the best ope. |

rations in the field. Ed. Coo:

L wer is o1 ‘C
he ground supe sing the work of|
rescie

—— L0
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