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Field—Explosion

]

One of the worst mine disasters in
the history of the Pocahontas coal
! fields, occurred yesterday at Coaldale,
;.\(erccr county, W. Vi, when tvenly_—
one miners were killed in the Cooper
mines.

News of eached Roanoke
during the but full details
of the aceld still lacking, ow-
ing to inadequate wire facllities at
the scene of the explosion.

Coaldale s a miniug town on the
line of the Norfolk & Western railway,
and is located about fifteen miles west
of Bluefield.

Beyond the fact that there was an
explosion of gas and that twenty-one
men met their death, and that up to
last midnight only one body had been
recovered, little is known.

Immediately after the explosion,
which was heard for a distance of gev-

eral miles, rescuing parties were or-
ganized and set about to explore the
| wrecked mine and hﬁns out the bodles,
That these efforts met with little suc~
cess Is shown (n'm despatch received

One of Worst Horrors in History of tlc PO r
at Coaldale, W. Va.

WORK OF THE RESCUERS
| MEETS LITTLE SUCC

|Up to Last Midnight Only One Body Had Been Re

| Gas and Smoke Not Yet All Out, Though Fans are
ing Hard to Clear Shafts—Details of Disaster D
Get—A Complete List of the Dead, B

d
after midnight from Bluefield, ni
which follows:

“Bluefield, W. Va., Jan. 4. ~Speelal —
Agaln the earth has trembled and that
substance in which there 18 more en-
ergy and destruction to the atom than
is in dynamite to the pourd, fire damp,
or mine gas, let go its awful engines
of disaster today, and in an Instant
twenty-one toiling miners had crossed
from time to eternity.

“Never before in the history of this
fleld has there been such a fearful dis-
aster, save one, and of that the vie-
tims sleep in the cemetery at Poca-
hontas,

“Today about half an hour before
noon while the Cooper mines at Coal-
dale were crowded with those who
delve In the earth, there was a heavy
rumbling, a mile and more, in the bow-
els of the mountain and: through the
miles of passages and air courses of
that immense mine, the awful shock
was felt and ere Its detonations had

himself some distance from the ex-

died out Bank Boss Thomas Williams, the

E
=t
=+

of Gas in a Mine

ploslon staggered to his feet g
ing hiz way to a mine tele]
ed to those on the outside th
had been an explosion and
help. He was a long ways fi
scene of greatest disaster and
the surface had felt the eas
trembled and a great dread fell
the inhabitants, .but from the
entrance of the mine, far {n the
tain depths husband, father,
and sweetheart at work had
ied under millions of tons of
stone that lay between the
and the mountain’s crown.
“The forest trembled and
the mighty force of the ti
cussion, a signal that death
struction were wrought within,
“Gathering about the entrai
tening crowds, lr,-l by
and anxious hearts, hurried to pre
pare for the rescue of the mi
ones and umnlﬂ L
workings.
“At !anr oell*
He

brought
and huhnd:w erull
pleces. The clothing

shreds.
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'I'Ilt following are
bodles, with exception o|
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by the Cooper B
plant is consider
rations in the fi

munﬂ mm

rescue,
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