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Miners' deaths underscore hazards of coal mining
By Bryan Hunt

Breese Journal Editor

The Breese Historical Soci¬
ety is planning a dedication
ceremony of the miners' memo¬
rial on Sunday, Oct. 23, at
12:30 p.m., at Miners Park!
Southside Park in Breese.

Dec. 22, 1906, would begin
as a normal workday, like any
other, for miners Henry Midde¬

ke, Herman Schleper, Walter
Schaffner, August Foppe, Frank
Zehrer and Hermann Hohmann.

In a few short minutes, they
would be no more and their
families' lives tragically
changed forever.

At 6:30 a.m., the six men
were headed to work, descend¬
ing the shaft of the Breese and
Trenton Coal Co.'s East Mine,
— about 300 feet of their 400-

foot trip — when for reasons
unknown the elevator failed,
plummeting into a sump at the
shaft's bottom.

The six men were killed in¬
stantly, according to reports.

Miners who were already in
the shaft immediately began
rescue work, "and as soon as
others could be lowered, every
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