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SEVEN MINERS HILLED

Hurled to Death in West Pittston
Mine by Breaking of Cable,

THE BODIES HORRIBLY MANGLED

Men Had Finished Day's Work and
Were Returning to Surface When
Disaster Occurred—Cable Weakened
By Excessive Use.

Wilkesbarre, Pa,, March 10.—By the
breaking of a cable on a hoisting cage
seven miners were hurled 200 feet to
the bottom of the Clear Spring Coal
company's shaft, at West Pittston, The
bodies of all the men were horribly
mangled, many of them beyond recog-
nition. From what can be learned at
this time, no blame can be attached
to any of the employes for the awful
disaster, It was thought by those who
claim to know that the rope or so-called
cable became weakened by excessive
use. The men had finished their work
for the day and had boarded the mine
cage to return to the surface, and when
about 200 feet above the bottom of the
shaft the cable gave way and they
were instantly killed. They were all
Lithuanians, with the exception of
George Haas, who was a German, born
in this country.

The dead are: Anthony Cherpolis,
married, leaves wife and three small
children; Adam Kananbosky, single;
Stanley Bladdis, married, leaves a wife:
Adam Gaslonis, single; Michael Jan-
kasky, married, leaves a wife and four
children; Stanley Jankasky, married,
leaves a wife and one child;. George
Haas, married, leaves a wife and three
children.

As soon as the accident was made
known, Mine Inspector McDonald and
other inspectors who were not far off
hurried to the scene, and at the risk
of their own lives entered the shaft
and found the mangled remains within
an hour. The bodies were brought to
the surface, where they were awaited
by hundreds of grief-stricken people,
many of whom gave a lending hand in
having them removed to the nearest
undertaker. The grief of the wives and
children of the dead men was heart-
rending.
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