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ployes, < >8.41 pur cunt. wore tMiiployed inside, and 21.59 per cent ,

outside. Of the 490 fatal accidents inside the mines, about 75 pel*

cent, occurred among the miners and miners’ laborers,

classes of employes are the heaviest sufferers in the way of fatalities.
A reference to the accident tables will give more complete details.

Every year when the accidents that occur in and about the coal
mines are analyzed, it is found that the responsibility rests to a
great extent with the victims themselves,

during the past year in and about the anthracite mines, 282, or 47.09
per cent., were lost through the negligence of the victims, 50, or
9.4 L per cent., through the negligence of other persons. In the case
of 50, or 8.91 per cent , of the accidents, the responsibility cannot be
determined, and the remaining 204, or 04.29 per cent ., are classed as
unavoidable. These figures are truly a sad commentary on the su -

pervision and carefulness of the persons most interested—the oper-
ators, superintendents, foremen and miners.

These two

Of the 595 lives lost

Accident at Williamstown Oolliery, of the Summit Branch Mining
Company

On the 25th of May an accident unusual in character and very
severe in its results, occurred in the Williamstown tunnel. An in -
vestigation was made by Inspectors M. J. Brennan and Benjamin I .
Evans, in the absence of Inspector Martin Kelly, who was sick at tin*

time. The report of tin * investigation is as follows:

Hon. James E. Roder ick , Chief of Depar tment of Mines:

Dear Si r : We, the unders igned inspec tors , hav ing inves t iga ted
the acc ident tha t caused the dea th of Michae l Golden , mine foreman ,
Enoch Morgan , miner , Alber t Nau , engineer , George Radle , ma-
chin is t , Joseph Punch , laborer , John Kenney , miner , Bur t James,
miner , Torpedas Koppenhaver , ou ts ide laborer, Aaron Koppenhaver,
ou ts ide laborer , and Henry V. Freder ick , ou ts ide laborer , a t Wil -
l iamstown col l ie ry , Summit Branch Mining Company, May 25, 1904 ,
beg to submi t the fo l lowing repor t :

About 3:00 P. M. , May 25, the No. 1 shaf t locomot ive on Bear Val ley
s ide ran in to nor th end of tunne l wi th a t r ip of ten or twelve loaded
cars , a dis tance of about 150 fee t , to pass the swi tch in order to
run t r ip to Bear Val ley s lope , eas t tu rnout , where a l l loaded cars are
placed to make up t r ip for main l ine engine. Whi le th i s engine was
sh i f t ing a mine car loaded wi th p lank , i t jumped the t rack and
dropped a dis tance of two or three fee t to t rack below. About th i s
t ime there were some men wai t ing for an accommodat ion car which
the company had been in the habi t of furn ish ing them for t ranspor-
ta t ion to the south end of the tunne l , on the l ine of rou te to the i r
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huni t s. Th ink ing tha t i t wou ld be some t ime before the ca r would be
p laced upon the t rack and would consequen t ly be de ta ined , they

dec ided to walk th rough the tunne l. When they reached No. 7 or
Sk idmore ve in , a po in t abou t 200 fee t f rom the nor th end of the
tunne l , they began to fee l the e f fec t s o f the gas and commenced to
s tagger , some of them fa l l ing to the tunne l Door. Abou t th i s t ime
the main l ine eng ine came close up to them from the sou th or Wi l-
l i ams town end of tunne l , wi th empty t r ip and miners aboard. They

rece ived a s igna l to s top. In an ins tan t a f t e r s topp ing h i s eng ine the
eng inee r and conduc to r became unconsc ious.

The men be long ing to the c rowd tha t were no t overcome by the
fumes , toge the r wi th the men who ar r iv td f rom sou th end of tunne l
n i l empty t r ip , ga the red toge the r a l l the s ick and unconsc ious per sons
and pu t them on hoard of the t r ip. A miner by the name of Wi l l i ams
jumped in the eng ine cab, th rew the th ro t t l e wide open and ran the
t r ip ou t th rough the nor th end of tunne l. Af te r the t r ip a r r ived a t
the 1.01 t i i end of tunne l , Wal t e r Lewis , one of the men who had
been p icked up and placed upon the eng ine wi th o the r s , s t a r t ed hack
in to tunne l and came through to sou th or Wi l l i ams town end and gave

the a la rm. About the same t ime a te lephone message had in on
rece ived f rom the nor th or lh -a r Val l ey end warn ing them of the
t roub le in the tunne l. Michae l Golden , genera l ins ide fo reman ,

Thomas Rond , ins ide fo reman , wi th a number of men fo l lowing ,
responded to the ca l l fo r he lp and went to the rescue , immedia te ly
fo l lowing ' empty t r ip thorn sou the rn or Wi l l i ams town end to nor th
end of tunne l , and when they go t to a poin t 1 , 100 fee t sou th of nor th
end of the tunne l Mr. Golden and Mr. Rond fe l l unconsc ious. Mr.
Rond ra l l i ed su l l i e i en t ly to he lp h imse l f , bu t Mr. Golden d ied.

Abou t th i s po in t in the tunne l i s whe ie the grea te r number of the
suf foca ted men was d i scovered. I t wou ld appear to us , a f t e r mak ing
a thorough inqu i ry in to the cause of the acc iden t , t ha t t in f i r s t cause
of t roub le was tha t some of t in miner s coming f rom nor th end to
Wi l l i ams town , rode uu t on ou tgo ing t r ip and one or two of thorn
be ing overcome by the fumes f rom the locomot ive fe l l f rom the t r ip ,
caus ing commot ion among the remainder , who in tu rn spread the
a la rm which caused the n se l l e r s to run in has te wi thou t t ak ing any
precau t ion on the i r pa r t.

In our op in ion , i f t he mine fo ieman had taken the s i tua t ion in
a i a g lance and ica l i zed the poss ib le consequences , l i e would or cou ld
have p laced a tempora ry obs t ruc t ion , such as canvas cur t a in , a t
sou th < nd of tunne l , and compe l l ed the two fans to d raw the i r a i r
f rom nor th end of tunne l , and immedia te ly re l i eved the s i tua t ion and
preven ted the unnecessa ry loss of l i f e. Ru t in the exc i t emen t of the
moment and hi s anx ie ty to n l i eve the suf fe re r s , he underes t ima ted
the danger tha t l i e had to con tend wi th. We fee l sa t i s f i ed tha t the
v ic t ims were suf foca ted by coa l gas f rom the locomot ive , the accumu-
la t ion of which a t th i s pa r t i cu la r t ime was due to h igh tempera tu re
on the sur face , the ef fec t o f w l i i e l i caused the a i r to reve r se , nu l l i fy-
ing the ac t ion of t i i e f an .

M. ,T. BRENNAN ,

Inspec to r , Twel f th Dis t r i c t.
BENJAMIN I. EVANS.

Inspec to r. Four teen th Dis t r i c t.



COAL FATAL 

Report of an Asphixation at the Williamstown 

Colliery Coal Mine in Williamstown, Pennsylvania 
May 25, 1904 - 10 Killed 

May 25, 1904; Williamstown Colliery, Summit Branch Mining Company, 

Williamstown, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania; 10 Killed 

(From Reports of the Inspectors of Coal Mines of the Anthracite 

Coal Regions of Pennsylvania, 1904, p. ix) 

About 3:00 p.m., on May 25, 1904, an unusual accident occurred in 

the Williamstown tunnel. While a steam locomotive was shifting a 

mine car loaded with plank, the loaded car jumped the track. About 

this time there were some men waiting for an accommodation car 

which the company had been in the habit of providing them for 

transportation to the end of the tunnel on the line of route to 

their homes. Thinking that it would be some time before the car 

would be placed on the track, they decided to walk through the 

tunnel. At a point of about 200 feet from the end of the tunnel 

ten men were suffocated by fumes from the steam driven (coal fired) 

locomotive. 


	1904_Williamstown_Colliery_excerpt
	1904 summit branch page 1
	1904 summit branch page 2

	1904_Williamstown_Report
	1904-05-25_Summit Branch Mining_Williamstown Colliery




