
An expinsian occnned in No. 5 ,:v6st., South Prairie: C<r::il (::oaupa:ny'•j n1ine ai 
Burnett, Dec 7, at about 3 p.m.,, by whlch the follm:ll!ing rmnre.d persons 1asf thf•j,.- !ives: 

Nttn:e 
Andn7;,11 lvf:atson 
A1att Krutla. 
0. Lina 
Justus E1'son 
1\1.. Pura 
lvL £1:icksmi 
Jahn Lewis 
E. Lmur 
J. vV. For~!vtli 
Jolf-n Burke 
/ tu;us C!Mp·rmtn 
George J3ar!Jt:r 
J. S. Tqyl,11· 
Charles Hill 
fahnLunur 
0 . Lmmut. 
0: J'vfiiKJUJl 

A.1:re 
0 

39 
29 
30 
26 
34 

42 
39 

l () 
,J_ ./ 

20 
45 
22 
22 
l f,' 

Tht."7 inspector lvas notified by C. H. Bun1et.:t , superi11tendet1f (over long distatice 
phon~J. :at abouJ 8 p .. rn:. 1.. in c:ornpany ,~hth Cor01.1er E .. 1\-1. Brown ;-u:)d Dfpirty C, C, 
Mellinger~ ldi Tacotrm on a fa:eight train at I a. n1., December & , ~utiving at the: ;sc.ene:· l'?f 

the accident at about 7 :'.30. At tbat ti:nie eleven bodies had been. te,:;:overed. Innnediatdy 
after an:iv:it\~. I went into the mine in company ;;vith Fire .Boss David Reece, General 
JJlQrem~u David \Al~tkins., a.nd a xescve party ~vere endeavoring to .restore the ,renti:lati.011 
011 the S'O.nth siile on the ~ast~n1 d-ip. 'J'his p~rt: of the rnin~ was not distuibed. by the 
force of the. ,explos1p11, exrept on the '\lpper ah· c01irse. counteL. Those t1rn:t lost their Hvt.s 
i:n th.is. part of tlie mine were J'iuJ:1:ocated by after darnp, vV:e• first atterr:rpte,d to advRnce 
01t th~ lftflhl 3:if\.-:rav hut were diiven back hv the. dmno. General .Fore1nan D}1trid \Vat:ldn::t 

., .: .I 

wa..";; QverCoinJ" tC> st1cb _::u1 ,extent rJ:tat ht~ ha:d ;to :be taken -out of the .11:ti11e, It \vas th.err 
thought. best to make an attetnpt to :.re.store th(! VeJJtilation through the uppt~r ait course 
e01:1ute:r. 



·' " 

distance 0£ about 600 feet. Vie nianaged, bm1<ev:er,: to ad.vm1ce \<Vlth diffku:1:t)" overcc,a;ves 
\c:rrryi11g; t'.1:re. air V\tl:t1, 1r~ for .a, d1sta:nce of about :200 fo.0.1,}, at whir:h p oitii we 111et 
obstacles· drnt:had to be retnoved. \1\lltile t1ms erni,Ioyer, we \Vere jo'ined by a rescur: party 
fr:ntn rhe Carbd1:'l Hill Coal :C6mpftny's mine. This J3ilrty consisted of D .. P. Dai4es, 
gei1e11tlJbxern}:U}; D, E Reece,.Johu D-. Ba1--ven:t Chrlsf S.1iri:th, Jat1lt-::;; .Powell, Abe Prir.11:,,ird 
and. D. J. r/ioms, 

On. reacfting the erid .of tl1e ail; :eom:se th.e chute througJ'l' which 1he a:Ir passet:J ta 
the working place on 1:he south side of the. mine was found to he blo<i.ked hy laggilf!:g .;1nd 
debris, that lrn:d been .carried a\m~g the ~it course by the forae of tht. EXplosiN\. After the 
obs:t.rtrction had beeH removed, the ai.r .cfrctifatiQn Wf!S restg;red to .su.;;;h ~tn ~;;.ient that 1v~ 
\:\i'i::,,re abler ta advance dov1.111 the pitch in the working-places. \Ne had advanced in NQ,. JO 
ehtft€! t.1:J ,abottt the 5th ctosscut. /~l tlris ;po.mt we -came H pon the .bodies Gf Geo. Bfliber 
arid J. S. Taylor; also, fon11d Jas. Ch2.:pn.1ta.n:.s cap. 

Ont.il this tixl\t! th.e ah' had h-er.11; gr>od, bnt when we. had ~dvance.d a <short f1is:tat\t£ 
he:low t.his point the au teve1:sed,, bringing the dmnp n:.0111 the. inside and upper wotking;S 
:back u1 Qntf~tt<i.S, tlnd '\-Ve. were forced to retreat for our lives. Fire Boss David .Ree,re, D. 
E. D.avi-es, and the ·writer were in advance of the test ~f the pa1,i:y- rurn,.1st 60 feet when the , d. . . 
a!r re;z~-rs:e .. 

Mr: Reece and &fr, DJl:vies. had felt the efreefii of tlie da.i11p Rncl wen:t sc.:J:r.cely ab,le 
tO: w.alk tvithout assistane~. t>Ay 1a:rnp had been exti1.tguishec1 by the damJs>, a~:td 1 fdt 
n1ysf::'lf be:itlg ov~.rcon,e by-· g~s.fs a11.d talled oh the boys who ·were :above. me. fvtr, n. F. 
Rec<:.~tt\. l D, Bowef.r, ;;i11d tithers came t.0 HiY rescue, 13:y this tin1e. I was 'PMttie:3].y 
.h.elpJes·s.,, a:11d ,,.,o-as ca.nied .aud fi:rag',ged ttp to die pitch hy ·the Carbot1.ado rniJtt1.rt; 1 '),dlo 
thern.selves., \.;Ven'! nearly overcorne befc-:xre we-were able to n~ach the upper counter, whe:Fe 
th~ drcafatinn of a'i:r was haHling back the after dainJ). 1"'he party .1nade their r:,,etreat over 
the t~ve.s and through th~ ·alt shaft ' l\◊ the. sti:rfa(,'f:.. ln this conn:eQ.t:ion 1' \YL~h ta exptef,s 
rt'ly gratitude to th~1 C~tbvtta:dn· J:j'.)~flf'.(S, \_tVho so UQbly c;arn,e: to nJy t~coe and for· t.herr 
,Setvi(.'e. in general. 

It was then ;;tb01.rt 4 p.111., On, r@:tunrl.ng to camp, \Ve :consut~ed ·0.-~itb M:c. Burnett. 
It \Vas thought best to l€t t.he fan \vork on t.he d:an1p u:r1:r.il mo:tnit:.g be.fore a father 
attetn;pt to recovet the bo:dies· that \~le:!.\; ii'l th-e n,tin~. Oi1 tt\tetit)g the n-\it1e Ott the 
1norn:i11,g ,of d1e 9d1 it was fmtnd tha-t tht1 dactX\i) had hee:n reJl'.li.)'\re:d, a1~d th:e bodie$ were 
easily i:eroveted. In the afterl'l.DOfl I m.ade aH :fns:pectfon Qf fhe 1vest side:; ,~vhe,r,e t'ht: 
exp:lo.sio.11 had occntted,. in ·co1,:11Jar1y with General Foreman David v-'va:tkin$, Fire Buss 
David Ree£:e, and a. _party ,of mineYs, to Testore vr::ntilaticxn. On tl1e gm-1g,;w.ay Vel')'f ht.tie 
disturba:11,c;e iva;; fo.vrrd.,, GXpect at 2:l cfo1te, whid1 \V~ birn¥1.1 Qut,, Adv'<l.t-:m:-ing up No . ., 3-0 
1Ran ,vay, to the:· first Gounter, where six of the bodies wei:e found bet.ween 2:5 a11d 27 
chirtes. 'Ihexe· ,,·as· Vt'':zy little da1nag:e done, except in :2:,t chute_, ·whit~h ·was Mi1t"d<:ed by the 
E'':"'-12losloft We .. ,;:vere.: ~ble. hr:.YWever, .tn teach the fa\:e o:f this ehlite. ~:rl'i.ieh was about 60 & ' • . • 

foe:t tr(fi-Y\ the firit co-\1J1t~:t: \};rtd 2Q fet;.t -~l:;>.1:Y".J't;': the ~if~t tx0s1"i:::ut,- I.t W:;i~ :Plaitt to "bi:: $i'.:eii 
drat UT/::Te harI been H ltf·~vy sl1ot -pJ'arit:d the ·-fa<.'e of rfae ,dtt:lt~. ~tnd ~lfio t)rte, in the :c;rn-ss-
r;-i,t :i'1·nn1:edi,•;~i,,.1,·u fH,,.Jo,''ic" if11;i" ic.:,c""· r-,f-' (l-'"'" c:huh; 'f'h,,, f·1elf' <)f rf,~ 1°1\t1J,"- t\":>'-:;; 1'')1·1,~ stv,_Y)•' • . , .- . •• ' _ .... 'f.,. , :->!.". , , . _T t . ,. , [<. ., . ~ ., ·l. l ... , , t:,..<: -~ . -.tl .,\ ..... . -- ,. · .. .... , .. ~ If, !~- ... . <!'· ••• ,- . , • ,1 ~ "" _J.. ,'I-. - ,. • ~ ~ \ -~ i._: ~ · "-· • ~ -~;t, ~ ',. 



sJ1c),,.riTl g tI1a._f t11ert~ lt~:ici 

rl.istdr1ce of _5 t)t () feer 
a heavy 

Fron1 the L1ce of chute No. 

pbced fn 

pitch to the gangv,1~1)' :rnd through}he air rourse on t':astern dip, there being very 
disturbance except in these lines ~ tl1e least. resistance,. The upper i:ountet on the e$Bt.en). 

c1~) '\~las \''/I\~:ckecl anL-1. ca\red. fOr 3 (ll:Sle!lfl('.C al;oi1t fet~t. rfl1e . ._ r • ..- ' ,. it fiaci 

blmvrt Dnt of d1ule 24: to the first counter; and. chute 23 vvas blown ov~ fr;·tn the fo:.5,t 
co1.mter to the :g~n\gtv3:,y. There evidently hacl been a shot ft.1'-'E:d in the. eross,cttt. which Wat~ 

d1i~etr 1,1 a dista11ce of a:bQtft 7 feet fron1 the ehu.te ·and about the saine clisti1n0e ·below 
t:lie::1 w l n1::Kle ::~n ex::1rnination nf all of tha · ~ , ; ,·,,,,f-<:-: ,:v-,!," after tlte 

venti!'2tion bad ft'.<Jo:rrti, \Vas rn1;:d1le to firHf a' tract' 

.. . Seve:ral witnesses before the coroner's inque-sl (which vv~ 1-ield~ 9 bv Coroner 
Ivt . nw,uw1\ <:t<:>t;vl t1yit frn,v- in ()0 <;"'i'O'Vi;; n,·1or lf) tb'' "'X')l(V1C•P l>'""'F'' nr•,0 fr,\t, 'I!!' »-.•. °' >-"~ ~ .-1 J .. , ~.\, .. -•. r l,. _)._ .•_-_L ·----~.._It ~-~J _,, "~ ,.'l .. -.__ .. [ . ~--" ~--

1 
.. .1. .... .,. v-... . ,_\._ ........ , j-· a.,_- ,')..__)--~ ___ ,c_ll __ . -~ .. - ·,~ ,.( .. __ J ~--. •• -\.1.. " li.J 

C::\St t\ 
mine .. 

I made an inspection of this mine on Oct-obeT 7 Si.x~v meft wete at work in the 
nr;r,e on ,·h•'.ff d ::1'e i repi.0·tere•·1 at th-.st ') •,;: (;()() l''1He feet c·-f" ~rir nc,r ·,rini '\(' ·1asr-ing 
; .· ,i· __ '. - -~- •··: ·; ~-• - , .·: .' -'-· : , •-• ,, •1.::, ::.·. ;c "' ·:-',: ,;' r ~:.·,:· ~=:~ J~ ~-- rit.-~~•,::,c,::,":;;.t •·:,; ;<' 
at. foot at drn .. in cast mr shaft . .lLu, o.ll u .,_eLt t,) .. e,1t1L,te tl •. ~ eost ,u)C, .,., , ,. l.Hv. an.CJ l<> 

C~Tk:d down thrQugh the woikit1g,. faces to QI\d ~let\g the g~ngtvay to the fan drfft. Afoa 
registered 960 feet o.f cubic .feet per :minute at jnside chute.,j return on:·wester:n dip, and 
626 .en.hie feet on r~tutn in iFas:t chute from face. of gan~v,.ay on eastern dip. 

The ventilation was arnply sulli:ct,:\n, t to render hannless all :r.narsh gas that 
tianspires; fmn1 the vein of conl, which is ~3 ' · th'ick of solid, d ean coal, between firrn 
\'t'ails.. It i s not a fonnation in vvtnci1 acculudr:d g~$e.S would l::ie liafale to be. found, as is 
often the case in largTe, .dirt:v veins and a broken fonnaUon. 

\ o,.' 

The j:u:ty irnpanded by Coroner£_ NI. B.tolvn: was Nil<en itrto t.~e nlh1e before tlu~ 
inquest fl.nd as n:ear the seat of tl1e expfosion as possible. 'They wer:e. acco1:npanied by J;:1~. 

Ar1derson._, chief enf!:ine~r Pa_c~ifi.c.. Cottst Co. ooid Wu, Evat\ Lot1is, fotnret f:i-eY1er1\l !(5fe111~))) 
'..J' iD 

for tht: :Carsbon Hill Geml Co, lvft. Anderson 3.nd 1\1t. LJ)uis (~ .. xartth1ed the. conditions, ;t1Jd 
e2.ch gave e:;rpert :testit:nony before the jur;: .. i heir op.inion and tes:tirnony was to the 
effect .that the expl<Jsion \,:vas caused· by two shots beirig fired in chute 24, and fro1n. the 
conditions created thereby. The bodies of A. 1vfat.son,. 0. !Vfr-ikan, J. 'Vv. Forsyth, n1ine 
fox~man, we;1'e fotmd on the fi"Iist cmmter betv.reeTl chutes 23 and 24. 

!:'<Lfr. Forsyi:h \1\1:a-s taken out alive-.: but died. De..c. 9 from injuries r.e,c.eived. 'O. Lu-ra, 
;, ~. E.llon, Jno. Louma and 0. Lotnna ,ivere found at ,i I u· .. ,o,.,· .. nu of .3/) nwn ti\.'ft 1 -OU first 
· ·c.:oru1ter. · M . Oura was .found nnder 30 ~J~ut c ~)n ~angway. Erickson 1.v,1:, 50 

tro1n 

1:rnd E . tem:t"i-U.l buttorn. of air chute of Tock tun:rrd on gan:g::,,vay. 
The above, tvlth the possible ex.~':eption -of EL Jvf. .faick.so.n a11d E. tm.nna, were 

u;nd.<JuhtedJy ki:fied by tht: fore-<':' of tfo.:: ex_p1os.iatL The folJon1ng, who Lost thel-r lives on 
• -~; '¼ "rn dlp, \Vere ~ !..ffoca tB:l b"it:-ifrer da:rnp. Jarnes Chaprna:n was fottnd.. in ·30 t.h:ute~ 

snu:thea.stern . :: fhrber .(]nd s T~rvk:i:rifl, dmtf' '.iO rtbt:.>Ut Ai.h ('Ji_OSS<~ut .. ; '.:,S::\h HiU 
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600 feet inside of ro01r1 · ,)pltn Barnbo abmtt, 20 f:eet inside of 2:3 ·dnJ.te ,on uppa11 
,t.Qunte.x. 

The fofl0vvi'ng fa tlle t.ext-oJ the verdict_ of the c:otonnr's jt1,ry: 
"BURNETI"", \tVASHINGTON, DEC: Ht l 904. 

""'v\! e find that all of .the nri.rier~q narned caine to theif death., 01- vvere ldlled, on tile 
7th day of Decen:iber, 1904 (with the exception of]. Vv. Forsyth) .. h1 the mines•:of th@ 
South Prahi.e Coal Company1 at Rt;tnJett, Pierce cotmty, vVasl\i:ngto:n., as a re;tuk of ai1 

ex:plo$jon of eoaf dust, e~tused bv heavv blasting or sh0oth12. 
~ ✓ ·~ '\J 

"vVe fortJ1m· find on an iuvestigation into said mine, and by evidence pmd:uced, 
that the ventilation, circulation and sanitary condit.ions of said mine are first.-das5 in 
every resp(~d, a.no n!i:r bfa:111.e attaches, to a11y011e fot the result of said atcid-e.nt. 

Signe:d: 
k'JJl. KEENER. 
"DR 5'. J. STE"VV.ART 
'' J, S. \V11L1AMS. 
"J.B. VVlLlJAMS, 
"O. B. LEEN. -- - --
''SYDNE M Bt)HL'' 

As there is a diversity of opinion among mining 1ne.n in regard to the ccm.ditions 
,1rnd drcrnns.tances necessary· to bring about .a1.1 explosion in a coal rnine,, 1nany maintain 
that fare damp is the initiatory factor in such explosious. After ,a Cfrrefol .c.onside.ratio:n 
nt' cat1ses that bron.ght about this e:x..pfosio.n, I am aonfide1.1t that fire darnp was ntrt a 
factor. Have,, thetefore1 mailed the follov~'-ing to all ·coal mit1e op~.rators in the state: 

Ciro;lar t o 11\.~11ag<:x ;r11d si1p,;rd;t1te.nde1Jt it.1- .d1~rg~ of bit1J1nino11s coal m,in~};, St.~tf," 
9f W.a_shington, 

Gentlemen: The explosimt lhat occurred n.1 the South Prairie coal 1;r1ine at 
Bu1Y1ett on De:c.en1her 7th last has, in 1T1-y judgment, der--nonlttrated beyond doubt that a 
{.lisastwus explo~ion 6...'1:il occur fro.m a bfo·w11-0t1t shot, n:::gai:dless of the presence c'.lf frre 
dan1.p in coimectiQ:l:1 there,,:vit.h. Theve.in i:n which this explo-sion occurted ts 3-6 tbick, 
ve,ry comp.act .and of a 1ich bitum-iuous r.h:iratter; but it bas never bee11 dem.onstrated tl\a-t 
the.re are osculated gase.s that might be thrmvn off .in bursts, a-s is very· -often the, case in 
la1ge veins containing more nr less quantities o1: dirt .and foreign.. biturn:in.01:rs matt:-e,-:r and 
in a I0(}s1t and broken fonna.tion. 

The ventilation in this mine f\1as arnply 6.uffident to rendeF harinfoss the marsh gas 
that would t.ranspire fron.t the co-aL In the settit'Hl oJ the mine wltete the expfos.icu1 
oc.eurred there were sL"t chutes. beit1g, adVfl.11ced. The mi11ets we:t:e workJttg with open 
lam:ps ftnd igrrited tltdr shQts with th'1 san;.'\t,:, 'fheif. :had no-t been a:11y gas ,:eport~d h1 -thJ£t., 
part ofthe rnh'Jf=' fo.r }(longtime ptr:'vioas to tJ-1.e, e.xplosioll; in fact, vvhen the ,v,;)'.r!<ing force 
'\,Vere advanced too faT ahead of the air; cR.rbonic acid gas vvouk1 ;,--iccmnoJate. At th& tiT11e 

o! fhe ezviosicrn the rniners ha:d £iJ1 Jhthted their blasts a.nd were on tlte fi:rst counter 
~ 0-

p 1 x ~ f J !-1T it i g, -to te:.¼Vi'. th.e n'llfli" foT thP. a,ay, tvly f:'~arnil1:;,1tion of ('h:ute 2-4 j ,wh!:'.fE': the 



-e.,xplosio:n u11doubtedly too\'; place, cnt-rvinced me that the.r:e nad heen a ve:i'y he1ilvp r:l'-10:t 
,placed in, t.he_ face -of this c'l:YtJt~, flilSo a shot, placed in t ir.os:<i-c1tt a slmtt distat\cf'. bel~w,, 
S8cverm '\\,_1fi'lesses ;txefo.re the corom~l s jury slated tJ1-at thete bad hr.et, a hf~avy t0:11cussiai1-, 
\-~thiC:h w~B felt in all parts_ of rlte mine,, h::t fo,nn 3{} to 90 seJ::orid's preceding tl-1.(:t t:rn:plos'.inn, 

From the eiv.ich.!1:1(:e: subi:-riitted, and n:1y 1~110-v'efledge of the 1n--evions c:(H'tdi.t:fon 0n<l 
ven:tilat:ion o:f this tni111el togetheJ' 'YV11h my n1vestigrition after the; c;<11fos'iottr ! detfor,t rhe 
_follo'\\'iug co-t'l<:lusiQt,. 

That a -very :hea,i:;r shot 'w1i~-pfac~d 111 the face af ,chute 2 4 at'.id a les-set shot in. 111-ei 
cros:s~cut umne.dfatdy beim,v; that hoth shots ivere lighted at the s~ui:Te: time:. ThP he&VJ' 
bl~stin £ace. of-chute. w:1s ~ hfo&\/;fl--OHt shot, \.Vhkh pulv:eri~d th_e coal tn a -powder. Thi&,, 
1t1:,;getlmr w-ifh. thr; dust :raised Bl. {he ·?a-me th;ne_, 'vV-l:rs 1tft tn sns1Jensio11 vvttt, the pi~pec1 
ill\l,O\tnt of o) .• 'ygeJt Wild pov,,d~ i§ai:i'. to fotnt. ~n -explosiv~ 111i;,tt:l.lt1;t.i a;nd that th~ ~cot:rd 
sh0( t::>.1)foded it, I do not think fire darnp e;risted in this part of the fnine at th(:; time: of 
tbe explosion, nor \'.Vas it ::i factor of this expfosirn1. The knowledge gah1eil from this 
explosion: mnst not be Jost :srghi of. To further protect the lives. :a:n:d property nndecr ym:u· 
t'.:ffi:E'. yi-Yu should iss,i1e mdern ptohwil,n1g th~ fighting of tvvo $_hots at ul~ ~;at'1e time in, :my 
WO'.rlci11g pface lv'here the local conditions are sueh that ~t nright be poB'sible for an 
occru:rence, as above stated to take· :place. 
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