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represented the D., L. and W. com-
pany. W. H. Carne, a member of thd
executive board of the United Mine

s
:

D. Shea were also present, together
with many Interested spectators. The

The most important witness was Engi-
neer Jacob W. Fine, who was in charge
©of the engine when the accident oc-
curred. He was calm and his testi-
mony could not be shaken. His face
showed plainly the severe strain
through which he had passed and it
seemd a rellef for him to speak. Ife
said: %

“l cannot tell what caused this acci-
dent. The engines were running slowly
in order that the cage might go on to
the fans easy. When within about
forty feet of the stopping place I re-
versed the lever and the engines flew
like lightning. I cannot tell what it
was or what did it. T shut off the
steam and applied the brake and stuck
to my post until the pleces began fall-
ing where I stood., when I jumped
through the window. I have been an
engineer for nearly ten years and never
had any trouble with thls machinery
before, but believe that for an instant
something was wrong. What it was,
no man can tell.

“Have never been advised by any one
“in authority to be more careful. Some
men had asked me to be lowered slower
while others said too much time was
consumed in this respect. 1 went as
nearly in accordance to the mine law
as 1 was capable. Mr. Phillips did not
say the engines were out of order. It
was my duty to examine appllances on
one shift and the other engineer on the
other. Never had an accident before,
Mr, 8nyder said that when he had trou-
ble with the engine the throttle stuck.
T did not tell any one that the throttle
stuck for me. I heard of an accident
at this place a long while ago, but it
was before I went to this colliery. I
handled the machinery just as when the
other carriages were lowered and was

crofs shift Jacob W. Fine, testified
asflollows: I am an engineer at the
chincloss mine, but was not at the
ngine house when the accident oc-
rred. Examined the engine after the
Gccident and found steam blowing off,
ibjector broken, reverse lever in cen-
1ér and one brake on. There are four
levers—one for the throttle, another for
the reverse and two for the hrakes.
These are about six or eight inches
apart. All are in front and cannot say
that any one would be likely to take
hold of the wrong lever. Never had
any complaint about men being hoisted
too fast. The machinery, to the best of
my knowledge, was in perfect order.”
John Mundkowski testified that he
had been employed as headman at No.
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get on. Never heard any
from the men aboul being hoist-
or lowered too fast.

‘Willlam Morgan testified that he was
tside f at the Auch col-
liery but that ,Mr. Fine was an engi-
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lever, but cannot say positively.

P. H. Devers, assistant mine foreman,
testified that his knowledge was con-
fined to the finding of the bodies, as his
duties were inside the mine. At the
time of the accident he was not far
away, but cannot say what was the
cause.

Never heard any complaints that the
men were hoisted too fast. - Fans were
opén at Baltimore vein, where the car-
riage was broken. Have known Mr.
Fine about one year, and belleve him
to be an honest, sober and competent
man.

John Rineheimer, master mechanic
for the Vulcan Iron Works, at Wilkes-
Barre, testified that on Monday last he
made a careful inspection of the ma-+
chinery and found everything in per-
fect order. Different parts of the ma-
chinery had been examined, and no
trace of anything wrong could be dis-
covered. The placing of levers over-
head or underneath was merely a mat-
ter of taste and the ones at the Auchin-
closs, underneath, would be his prefer-
ence. The machinery at this pldnt is
first-class in every particular and all
appliances for safety that can be used
are there. In September there was a
small leakage of steam and that had
been repalred, but that would be no
detriment to the working of the ma-
chinery.

H. G. Davis, of Kingston, superin-
tendent for the company in that dis-
trict, stated that he arrived at the Au-
chincloss colllery on the morning of
the accident about forty minutes after
it happened. He made no examination
of the machinery, but set to work to
rescue the men. It was thought best
not to make an examination of the ma-
chinery, ete., until after the last body
was found. Cannot say what was the
cause of the accident. A cage forty
feet from the fans if not stopped and
traveling at a rapid rate would go
through them and break the carriage.
The engines were used for the first
time after the accident that same fore-
noon, They responded without any re-
pairs, except the signals and rope,
which had become detached from the
cone. From the fans to the bottom
of the mine the distance is about 630
feet. There is an opening at the bot-
tom, but it is not passable, 4

Joseph Magzarowskl, John Nahodia
and Joseph Lynch, employes who were
waiting to be lowered into the mine,
tetisfied that the carriage was running
at a rapid rate when it passed the
gates. The inquest adjourned to meet
at the call of the coroner,
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