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FIVE MEN KILLED
IN CATSBURG MINE.

Continuea From First Page.

cuing party, consisting of 11 men, filed
out of the building.

For nearly three hours several mine in-
spectors, mine officials and members of
the two crowds that had attempted to
rescue the men had conferred together
to discover the best way by which the
men could be brought out. The confer-
ence took place in the kitchen of Frede-
rick Cooper’'s house. Those composing it
were D. B. Blackburn, assistant foreman
of mines for the River Coal Company;
Inspectors Willlam Mallison, Scottdale;
C. B. Ross, Greensburg; Henry Louttit,
Monongahela; Charles O'Connor,  former
mine inspector at Uniontown, and Super-
intendent Sedden. The members of the
rescuing party were examined and the
place of the explosion pointed out, on a
blue print plan of the mine. The reports
of the two parties so nearly tallied that
it was decided to enter the mine by way
of the fan house.

Detalls of the plan were then made out.
The party was divided into two divisions
of five men each. The first division led
the way. The other five men were piaced
at intervals alongnthe passageway just
far encugh so that they could call to
each other. A long rope was taken by
the men in the first division which was
tied to the forward man and grasped by
the others, so that if overcome he could be
drawn back. All of the men were fittea
out with rubber boots and overalls by
the company.

The party was led by Inspector Louttit.
The other members were Arthur Neale,
mine surveyor, fourth division; William
Gillle, superintendent Albany mines;
John McVicker, superintendent Wash-
ington mines; James Mountain, assistant
surveyor; Willlam Minford, superin-
tendent Eclipse mines; Charles McVicker,
superintendent, Gallatin mines; James
Harding, mine foreman Ivill mines; Peter
Neil, machine bhoss wWashington mines;
John Black, mine foreman Little Alps
m{ne; Daniel Griffith, fire boss Iv‘l’ll
mines.

All of the men In the rescuing party are

known as ‘‘certificate’” men, having passed

a State examination.

Just how the explosion was caused none
of the mine officials. nor mine ln;rectora
are able to tell. Ternent and agger,
who escaped, said they could not tell
whether it was due to the gas coming in
contact with their lamps, or whether it
was caused by the large amount of fresh
air admitted when the brattice
were pulled down to allow the gas to es-

cape.

The Catsburg mine was among the first
to be opened in the Mono hela river,
the first coal being mined ere 4) years
ago.
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The first serfous mine disaster to befall
the Monongahela River Consclidated Coal
and Coke Company came as a severe
shock to the officials of that eomFany
vesterday. Since the organization of the
corporation it has been remarkably free
from serious misaps, and great care had
been taken to keep up this record. Re-
ports received last night by the general
officers of the comgany in tisburg were
by telephone and these seemed to indicate
that the catastrophe could not have been
averted no matter what had been done.

O. A. Blackburn, general manager of
mines for the company, sald last night
after receiving the last report by tele-
phone from the scene of the accident:
“The Catsburg mine has alwayvs been con-
sidered a mine. It was gaseous, as
all mines in the district are, but the most

expert men were employed en the work,
and the conditions were thoroughly un-
derstood by them. The five men who went
down into the pit consisted of the mine
foreman, three fire bosses and a track-
man. It was belleved by them, as well
as by myself, that the fire which was
started from the explosion of dynamite,
was out, and the danger had passed. The
oblect of the trip was to investigate the
condition of the mine and to see what
repalrs were necessary. The party was
made up of some of the best and most
experienced men In the employ of the
company, and they were familiar with
the conditions of the mine, not only at the
time, but for years past. They were all
familiar with the conditions that con-
fronted them.

“The explosion that followed was one
of those unfortunate things that could not
have been averted. No greater care could
have been taken. The officials of the
mine did not send any men down first or
ask any of them to take chances. They
went themselves. Gaseous mines gt best
are not easy to handle, but this was not
strange to these men. They knew gas ex-
isted, and just how much of {t there was.

‘““This is the first accident that the com-

pany has had since {ts org_nization, and is |
deeply deplored by all of the officials of

the company Everythig is being done to

prevent further danger to those working

abcmt the property, and efforts are also

being directed w the rescuing of the bod-

fes. We expect complete details of the

disaster In the morning.”
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