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will be found the verdict at which the jory arvived after a very ex-
haunstive investigation of nearly five days.

“James Wilson, George Pedesco, James Murphy and Gibson (Gil-
move came to their death Mareh 26, 1901, from burns inflicted npon
their persons by an explosion of gas in the Gates mine of the Ameri-
can Coke Company situated in German township, IFayette county,
P’a., on Marveh 25, 1901, caused by a blown ouvl shot fired by Mike
Goble in said mine when gas was present in dangerous quantities,
We also find thal said Mike Goble fivred the shot that cansed the ex-
plosion, without authority and contrary to the mining law. We
further find that standing gas was present in said mine in dangerous
quantities in various working places, in violation of the mining laws,
and that the reason that the gas was present was owing to the im-
proper and deficient ventilation of said mine due fo failuve of the
acting mine foreman and fire hoss to keep the mine clear of standing
gas and to keep workmen from entering when gas was present in
dangerous quantities.

FRANK H. TAYLOR,

Coroner.
Alfred II. Hood, Bernhart Walker,
David Blackburn, Michael Darr, Sr.
Jas. W. Stoulfer, Thomas M. Fec.

There appears to be a prevailing opinion anong sone mining men,
that they can operate a mine that evolves fire-damp, suecessfully
and without risk, by the use of open lamps, but it appears to me, that
nmen who imagine themselves capable of doing what other men have
failed to do, assume too much to be successful and prudent mine
managers, and in my oponion, so long as the use of open lamps is per-
mitted or tolerated in mines, that evolve marsh gas, just so long may
we expect to be startled by the sad report that another explosion
has occurred, and lives have been foolishly sacrificed.

The following is the coroners jury’s verdict, at the inquest which
was held December 13, 1901, at Brownsvyille over the body of Charles
Zimmerman, one of the victims of the Grindstone explosion: “That
the said Charles Zimmerman came to his death, December 13, 1901,
fron injuries received in the Grindstone mine of the Pittsburg Coal
Company, Jefferson township, Fayette county, by an explosion of
gas on  December 3. 1901, which was caused by an open
light in the cap of William €. Heath, coming in contact with standing
gas in entry No. 7, 178 feet from the face of the heading, and we find
Mine Forenan James N. Eaton guilty of negleet of dnty in having
permitted deceased to enter the mine, without it first having been
properly examined by the fire boss or by himself; also for permitting
standing gas in said mine,
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