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As time pas=ees it becomeg more and
more apparent that the cauge of the
second explosion in the Buttonwood
mine on Friday afternoon last, which
resulted in the death of =ix men and the
serious injury of several more, will
never he known.

John Q. Davis, a foreman of pipe men,
who is the only member of the first

an

exploring party who came out of the

to-day:

“Shortly after the first explosion,
which occurred about 1 o'clock, I hal
gone into the tool shanty at tne foot of
the shaft and while there Dan Evans,
the driver boss, entered and sald: ‘Jack,
there has been an explosion at the top
of No. 4 plane and it has started a fire.'
1 notified my partner, Thomas \luest,
and then picked up a length of hose
and a spanner and, accompaniell by
Guest and Daniel Davis was hoisted to
theé head of the plane, where the fire
was reported to be. Half way up some-
thing happened and the car stopped
and we got out and walked. Adbout
fifty feet Jfrom the sheave we
met Ebenezer and  Gomer wil-
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My RHEUMATISM CURE is just as
certain to cure rheumatism as water
is to quench thirst. No matter what
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liams, the two assistant mine
foreman, and Gomer said the fire was
all out. He ordered me to stand where
I 'was and 1ét no one pass by In either
direction until he told me I might do so.
“I did as directed, but shortly after
allowed a driver boy to pass with a
team of mules. Davis suggested to
Guest and I that we sit close to the rib
use you don't know, for fear some=

= ‘heca
fire uninjured, said to a TIMES reporterbtiing might happen. Later Gomer in-
71 structed Price and Guest to go into the

third breast and see that all the min-
ers were out, and then told Phillips to
see how the ‘return’ awvas, These men
reported everything all right; that
every one reported except Bill Phillips,
Gomer and Ebenezer Willlams then
told me to take charge of the door ahout
twenty yards down. When I got there
McCole, the door ténder, an aged man,
wanted to go through to get his dinner
pail. 1 told him the best thing he could
do was to go home and let the pail stay
where It was. He insisted, however,
and I told him If he did not
desist 1 would knock him
down with the «¢lub which had
been given me for that purpose, While
this altercation was going on Gomer
and Ebenezer Willlams, Daniel Davis,
‘Evan Evans and Wm. Fry went to-
wards the face of the plane to brattice
a door. Guest and Thomas Price came
to the door I was watching and want-
ed " me to allow them to pass
through, I refused, saying ‘If 1 do so
the men inside may bé in eternity in a
very short time.” They turned back,
passed around the door by way of the
No. 3 west, and went up the plane, At
the branch of the third west they sut
down with others, Ebenezer Willlams
called for help and Thomas Price and
Thomas Guest volunteered to go for-
ward to his assistance and as they
passed the point where I was stationed
Price called back: ‘Jack' has a soft
snap fending door and Guest said ‘yes'
and he was too mean to let his butty
go through, but made him go round,
Those were the last words I heard thein
speak as shortly after they were killed.

“All this time 'we were in the darx,
the only ones who had a light heing
Gomer Willlams, Ebenezer Willlams,
igvan Evans and Bill Phillips, each of
whom had a safety lamp,

“A minute after Price and Guest
passed me the mine foreman, Danfel
‘W. Davis, arrived and after passing mne
he called back and asked what was the
matter. Ebenezer Williams answered
that everything is all right. Davis ask-
ed the question again, but before I had
time to answer the door opened abou!
half way as if some oné was pressing
against it, and then slammed violently
shut. In the brief time it was open,
however, T saw a sheet of flame rushing
towards me from the direction of the
return. I thought at once that the jlg
was up and then I was thrown violen® -
ly forward by the shock and at the
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I sat him beside Mr. Davis and then
hurriéd to help Evan Evans, whom 1
found under a heavy stick of timber,
which I rolled off his body but was un-
able to help him further as he was too
sore to be moved. Daniel Davig called:
‘MyGod Jack, I am roasted alive. I
‘Don’t mind, Daniel, but come towards
me.” I helped him back to the sheave.
Jack Bvans, the engineer, urrlved'wlth1
a safety lamp and we went back to
‘Evans, but could not lift him as he was
too sore. Jack went back for a streteh-
er and I sent David Evans for help to
get experienced men to help.

“Fire boss Wm. Davis and a large
foree of men and myself soon after
found the body of Ebenezer Williams,
‘His head wag dlown from his body, his
shoes blown off, his clothing torn to
ghreds and every bone in his body
broken. This, together with the tension
I had undergone, completely unnerwed
me anfl I was forced to give up.”

R N e

Explosion Part 2

Clipped By:
kernsle
May 7,2019

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



	1901_Buttonwood_Colliery_Explosion_Part_1
	1901_Buttonwood_Colliery_Explosion_Part_2

