Newspaperg Sedalia Weekly Democrat (Sedalia, Missouri) - Thu, Feb 16, 1899 - Page
by <Dlancestry 6
https://www.newspapers.com/image/70638915/ Downloaded on Mar 8. 2025

1899 avalanche at Silver Plume kills i';f:;driﬁ
miners NEWS Mar 8, 2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



News S Sedalia Weekly Democrat (Sedalia, Missouri) - Thu, Feb 16, 1899 - Page
by Hlancestry’ 6

https:/}www.newspapers.com/image/7063891 5/ Downloaded on Mar 8. 2025

loosened the huge mass at the sum-
mit at an altitude of 12,000 feet
and precipitated it into the valley. |

Had not the slide stopped at the
bottom >f Brown’s gulch, the en-
tire town of Silver Plume would
bave been buried A new school
hou:e, that cost $8,000, was direct-
ly in the path of the avalanche,and
if it had not been Sunday a half

hundred additional lives would have
been lost.
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ANOTHER SNOW SLIDE. |

Three Silver Plume Mo rs Lwe Thelr
Lives,

Denver, Feb. 23.—A special to  the
Republican from Silver Plume says:

An avalanche nearly as large as that
which a few days ago swept its fatal
course down Cherokee guleh descended
Brown gulch at 4 o'clock this morn-
ing, killing two men outright and in-
juring five, one of whom died in a few
hours. The killed are Benjamin Nel-
gon, John Anderson and Daniel Fitz-
patrick.

The slide crushed the Seven-Thirty
mine buildings, and the bodies of Nel-
scn and Anderson are still buried in
the mass of timbers, ice and gnow,
their death probably having been
nearly instantaneous.

Owing to the fearful gale that pre-
vailed all day the rescuers were forced”
to desist work, as the high wind threat-
ened to bring down fresh avalanches.

Peter Oleson was rescued after being
under the snow about four hours, and
wias not severely injured. He and
Nelson and Anderson were sleeping in
a room over the ore house and Oleson
was saved by the roof of the building
falling over him and protecting him
from the snow.

The snow broke away on the west
side of the gulch opposite the Seven-
Thirty and swept down to the build-
ings at the mine. The engine and boiler
rooms at he mouth of the tunnel were
demolished and the machinery de- |
stroyed. The blacksmith shop. ore
heuses, office, barns and a number of |
cabins were wrecked and some of them |
were swept away down the gulch.

People had been expecting this slide
for some time past and most of those
who were living near the mine in

1
dangerous piaces had sought safer’|
quarters. Nelson, Anderson and Ole- |
son had not been staying at the mine !
nights for some thuoe, but as it was!
very rough weather Tuesday night |
they concluded to run the risk and re- |
mained in the path of danger. i
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