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u resolution was adopted in favor of
declaring a general strike In the goal
basin of the Loire tomorrow. A sim-
llar movement involving 50,000 men Is
feared. The prosperity of the coal
tradde led the miners to demand an
Increase In wages, shorter hours and
4 formal recognition of the Miners'
Federation by the companies. The | 414t 100 yards from the main shatt
latter made an offer of 6 per cent 10-| 4,1 shout an equal quantity in &
crease, but this was refused. room on a side entry a short distance
Today's  declsion  was. reached | yyuy The fire boss reporced the
amid “cries of “Vive la grieve.” DIs-| prognce of the gas, but informed the
orders are already there that 1t was all right
have been slight disturbances, partic- | for the men to entet.

ularly last evening, when the miners| he men were lowered into the

Twelve thousand five hundred 180¢ | nored through It when the gas was
workers are on strike at St Btlenne | ioniteq (n some manner not yet as-
for higher wages. Their idlencss 10- | cortained. A tremendous explosion
volves that of 35,000 other dependent | peourred. Tts force must have reached
workmen, waking, with the miners, | wery man in the mine. The cAge 18
If the conl strike spreads as I8 eX-| yho main shaft, which was at the bot
‘prctad. nearly 100,000, Moreover, a| o was blown to spiinters and the
number of factories and works will | yoisting machine wrecked. About 100
woon be compelled to close owlng, t0| yuiy from the main entrance was

e cont stortage. an alr shaft, also vertical and brick

| Jined. It was torn by the blast and

STRIKE I8 SPREADING. the bricks were blown to the very
b top.

French Coal Miners Have Troubles of | Altogether there were from 45 to 58

| Thelr Own. workers In the mine. The men de-

St. Etlenne, France, Dec. 27—The | scended In the cage of the main shaft
conl mine strikers marched In pro- | from eight to ten at a time.
| vesion today to several mines where | Browneville, Pa., Dec. 24.—The hor-
| partial work is proceeding, but dra- | ror of the Braznell disaster grows fn-
| zoons_stationed at the pi pro- | tensely with every hour, The num-
| tected the workers and 1’ disorder | ber of dead is now cstimated at 40
|'has occurred. The strike has spread | and may exceed that figure. At the
to the mines of Rive de Gler, a town | same time there is a strong presump-
12 miles from this place. tlon that, the laws reguliting minlog
| were carelessly and probably crimi-
DEMOCRATIC HARMONY. nally disregarded.
“=| Today the first bodies of the victims
Silver Will be Tgnored In the Attempt | were brought out of the mine, and
to Get the Offices. never in the history of mine disasters
New York, Dec. 27—Elliott Dan-| Were human beings so horribly mut-
forth, chairman of the democratic|lated. It was nearly 11 o'clock be-
state committee, returned to New York | fore the first of the bodies were taken
| today, after a trip through the south, | out, 28 hours after the explosion. At
durtug which he talked with Senator | 5:0 three more were brought to the
James K. Jones. chairman of the na. | surface and again at 6:30 three came
tional committee, and most of the | WP in the cage of the main shaft.
Chaten of the Wit com- | THe OF“the" dead ure-con-
mitteek, flicting. A. B. Brazuell, president of
Mr. Danforth said: “In my trip | the Stockdale Coal company, this af-
through the south, 1 observed ome | ternoon said he believes that but 20
thing which will be considered of par- | to 25 men had been killed. Men who
tieuar Interest In New York, namely, | were working around the mine yester-
that none of the leadings seem dis. | day morning give different figures.
posed to_insist on free silver as the | They say 35 to 40 men were down
main issue of the campalgn next year, | the mine shaft in the cages, while
“'hey il not say that they had aban-| sbout 20 clmbed down the elevator
doned the 16 to one idea, but they ae. | shaft. From 55 to 60 men were in the
| knowledged that the situation bad | mine and of- this number but 12 have
changed since 1896 and that the dom- | been recovered alive. All the rest,
Inant issues next year were trusts and | whatever the number, are dead.
Imperialism, Brownsville, Pa., Dec. 25.—The mine
“That I to say. they are unwilling to | officials of the Braznell mine adumit
repudiate the Chicago platform. but | that two or more bodies are still in
they see that new Issues of far-reach. | the mine, but representatives of the
ing importance have come up lately | Slavonic society have made a house
and that these should be recognized | to house canvass and report that eight
| Even In states like North Carolina, 1| of their number alone are in the
found that the anti-trust and anti-dm. | wreck, and how many others they do
perialism Ideas engaged the attention | 10t know, That naked lights and un-
of the people more than the free sil-| locked safety lamps were used in a
ver Issues. Tn fact, 1 might sum up | langerous mine was officially verified
wy observations by saying that the | today by Pit Boss Thomas Jones,
le | sentiment of democraty In the sonth Is | who made a statement to that effect.
by | sueh tliat T am confident there will be| Work at the Brasnell mine 18Yprot
In | Tittle trouble in bringing about o nnion | gressing very slowly. The county
.| of the democracy of the whole coun- | roads from Brownsille to the mine
| try next year” - are almost Impassable, There s oo
| telegraph  or telephone  connections
| BRAZNELL MINE HORROR. | with Braznell, so all news from the
miné has to be brought overland,
Four more bodies have been recov-
sult'in Awful Loss of Life, ored, but not identified. Some of the
Vittshurk, Dec. 23.-A' special to the | fumilics of the doowed men are in a
Post from Brownsville, Pa, says: | suffering eondition and provisions are
¢ Is searcely any hope that any | being sent out by Brownsville mer-
ke | wan in the pit is now allve” chants s well as from Uniontown.
r s were the words of Mine [0-| The men who have been working
b | spector James R Blick, uttered by | since Saturday to recover the bodles
o | nim at 10 o'clock tonight as he stood | are almost exhausted, yet they refuse

R B e

.| Criminal Evasion of Mining Laws Re-

bt ot the month of the Braznell mine, in | to give up, and continue at the grim
. whose depths 30 men are entombed. | work doggedly, though more deal
b | That they will get out alive is ex™ than alive.

s ingly improbable, and toplght, | The scenes about the morgue yes-
mothers, wives and sisters  mourn | terday and last night were such as to
them as dead. Since early this morn- | hring tears to many a stout heart.
e ing the imprisoned men have been [ A% the burned and bleeding bodies
. L withont food or air. ‘They are sepas- | were carried from the shaft wives and
| ated from eager searchers by walls| chiliren would fight frantically to
of debrls which fell when the explo- | got tu the corpse, and when held back
, L xion took place and"blocked the road | by strong arms, weep pitifully and

ta liberty. > plead to be allowed to enter the

At 70 thix morning the deathe | morgue and fiud their lost ones. Some
| dealing last was 'loosed. Owing to a [ of the bodies have been removed fo
shortage of cars, less than the usual | their homes and will be burled today.
number of men entered the pit. The | The revised list of the, recovered
- | mine 1 that of the Stockdale Coal | (lead numbered fifteen and those miss-
company and ‘lles four miles from | ing and absolutely certain to be In
Brownsyille and 14 miles from Union- | the mine a round dozen.
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