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The mine had been in operation a
short time and the airshaft is not quite
completed. The gas was ignited by an
open lamp.

Just a year ago Saturday Princeton
rejoiced over the flading of a seven-
foot vein of cosl. When the mine
began work the finest machinery was
put in and it was the intention of the
owners to make it the finest in the
state. The air shaft was not started
until after the mine had prepared to
operate. Work has progressed slowly
and there Is still about ninety feet to
excavate before it is completed. Gas
has frequently accumulated in the
pockets, and several wen have been
burned by small explosions.

1896 Oswald mine explosion NEWS] Clipped By:
usmra_rob
Sep 26,2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



News

by <D ancesti%"r

Mount Carmel Register (Mount Carmel, Illinois) - Thu, Dec 31, 1896 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/440201545/

Page 4
Downloaded on Sep 26, 2025

About two months ago a serious ex-
plosion occurred in which one man was
killed and Frank Turbie, who was in-
jured in this explosion, was injured.
The state mine inspector investigated
and work went on with a small force.
In spite of all precautionary measures,
the gas continued to accumulate, but
the miners went to their daily work
without realizing the danger they
were constantly in.

Saturday evening, December 19, a
jet of gas was fired by a blast and
burned all night. In the morning the
descension of the cages forced the gas
to this small jet and a terrific explosion
occurred, but fortunately there was no
one ia the mine.

Saturday, fifteen men were en-
gaged in repairing the damage caused
by the explosion when the deadly fire
damp again let go with terrible force,
this time with deadly effect.

The escape ofthe eight men from
instant death seems almost a miracle
when it is considered that the heavy
mine cages were blown from the shaft's
bottom to the surface, 500 feet above
by the force of the explosion. These
cages were wrecked so they were use-
less and an iron bucket was improvised
for a rescuing party as soom as possible
after the accident. :

The mine is 440 feet deep, and the
vein of coal is one of the finest in
Indiana, but bad luck and disaster
have been the rule since the work of
sinking the shaft was first commenced.
An investigation will probably show
that Princeton is underlaid with gas
pockets, which are liable to explode at
any time. The completion of the air
shaft will greatly lessen the danger of

explosions.
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