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IN THE MINE.

Twenty-four Miners Moot Their
Death by a Fire Damp Ex-
plosien.

— -

Terrible Accldent in‘a Coal Mine
Not Far From Ohattanoogs,
Tenn.

v

Boenes From Which the Btoutest
Porson Turns Away Blok at
5 Hoart.

S———

CHATTANOOOA, Tonn,, December
20.—Twenty-four miners lost their
lives to-day in the Nolsoh mine, near
Dayton, by an explosion of fire damp.
The explosion was succeeded by »
torrifio orash, whioh indioated ihat
the roof of lhw through
whioh they ente Aallan  in.
No avenue of escape was left and
there is no possibi ti that any will
be found. alive. The mine s the
property of the Dayton Ceal and Iron
mnrn%nnd is n.nhod”? a spur
track. The men ente to go to
work st 7 o'clock.  Nothing
of the awful ocatasirophe was
known uniil 1 o'clock, when the
drivers found their way blooked by
a solid wall of conl and slate. The
Nelson mine has been worked
twelye yoars. The entry is over
two miles from the mouth of the
mine. The mine in the south-
orn  ocoal fields is koown a8
a drift or level veined mine, worked
in the direction of the vein, straight
into the face of the mountain and
beforé, the entry is reached, s lon
slope extends to the level severa
hundred yards below st an angle
of about twenty degress. The cars are
pulled up from the foot of the slope
where trsm oars drawn by mules,
connoot with the outside by a eable
whioch hauls the coal up with romark-
able rapidity. HResoning parties
bave been working all day like grim
death trying to reaoh thom, but it
will be several days before an open-
g through the wall of the fallen
roofing can be made, and it must be
made safe as  they proceed.
The work will be comtinued
day and night until the bodies
are  recovered. At the drift
mouth hundreds of women and
children soon gathered and their

riel and despair were heartrending.

others wring their hands, weeping
daughters and little children, swoeet-
hoarts and grey: headed gmnd-‘r-
rents, wore all in the greatest dis-
treds, for they had been told there
was no hope. The spectacle Isone
from which one turns sick at heart
Tl © I8 ven h‘ sir shafta,
#a the onving in of the walls in the
ontry, cut off the draft and death is
oertain to those who breathed the
polsoned air.
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