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THE FIRE SNOTHERED.

Smoke Ceases to Ponr From the
Fated Franklin Mine.

BODIES MAY BE RECOVERED,

Fire Did Not Reach the Coal Veins—
The Bodies in the Sixth Level—
Warnings Were Ignored.

The Franklin mine, in which are the
bodies of George W. Smalley, John Glover,
John Adams and James Stafford, is silent
as death. Though a short time ago huge
volumes of hot smoke poured from the
main siope and went high in the air Hke
an all-devouring monster, not tha slight-
est trace of it can now be seen. Even the
powerful fans have not been able to bring
any smoke to the surface. This arguss
that ether the fire is nearly out or a.cave-
in that works as a complete stop to ven-
tilation, has taken place. It is not thoughit
possible that the coal velns, which are 150
feet distant from both the sixth and sev-
enth levels at their juncion with the main
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X Gas feeder where fire started; =77
three holes through wall separating main
nlot;l)‘elth:;:ln Te being dldvex%;p il;ogx sev-
enth level. Auxiliary slope which most
of the 150 men escaped.

slope, have been or will be reached by fire,
and therefore the!prospects for the recov-
ery of tha bodies of the victims are mu-

| terially Increased. Assistant Superintenl-

ent Hawkins is inclined to the opinion that
the fire is nearly smothered and that it
is only a question of time when the main
slope between the sixth level and the sur-
faca may be explored for the bodies.
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| In Frankilin yesterday morning, but in-
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Every one in Franklin mourns the loss
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Machinist hrean and Paul Boyd, the
mm. death was below. Glover |
been and knew of the danger, |
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been compelled to cut,i
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It is true that they t they were '

going to do good work In shutting a door |
on the sixth level between the main and |
auxiliary slopes, thus Insuring air to the
men sup, ta be In the seventh level,
but the TS t0 be cncountered in do- |
Ing o forced themselves upen the people at

party from itz undertaking.
wWas

thought that the victims
were at the bottom of the main slope. Res-
cuers, however, reached that paint throngh
the gouth sixth level and failed to discover
their bodies. It has naturally been infer-
red from this fact that the bodles arn
nearer the top of the slope. By referring
to the acoom g diagram, & gond {Aea
may be obtained of the part of the mina
especially connected with this case. It
will ba seen that it was 980 feat from the
top of the slope to the sixth level and 399
from the seventh level up ta the sixth,
The wal! that still remained and through
which were three holes, one covered with
boards being between the tracks, is shown
in the dlagram. Below will ba noticed a
dot that marks the gas feeder, which John-
son’s l]amp set on fire. Of course there was
some refuse matter in the slope and slsn
supporting timbers which on catohing 1ire
gave forth dense smoke. The natural out.
et was through the three holes mentionad
and the eair curreant, which came down
the main slopa and turned Into the gouth
sixth level, carried with it the smoke. 8o
Iong as the air current was more power.
ful than the smoke, just so long the drif:.
ing would ba down the sixth level, but
when tha smoke overcama the downward
air current. it wonld necessarily take the
shortest way to the surface, up the main
siope. Superintendent Corey and Assist-
and Superintendent Hawk!ns think that
Smalley and his party ran into the amoka
at the time it turned or commenced to turn
from the south sixth lavel up the main
slopa. It will be recalled that when Haw-
kins came up the auxiiiary slope from tha |
seventh level and tried to reach the malin
slopa through the south sixth, he had to
wait for about five minutes, when thara
was a sudden clearing away of the smoke,
This clearing !s explained, mot by a de-
creass in voiume, but by a change in di-
rection. Superintendent Corey returned ta
the city yesterday morning, leaving As-
s!stant Superintendent Hawkins in charge,
State Mine Inspector Edmunds remainedq

tendad to come td the clity some time dur-
ing the day.
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