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The Enterprise and Vermonter (Vergennes, Vermont) - Fri, Feb 17, 1893

[Condensed n?:mm Herald.]
A cave-in occurred Saturday afternoon
in the Sheidon *‘covered quarry” at West

Ratiand, owped ﬁ the Vermont Marble

compauy, ' y killing seven men
and wounding 1 others.
The killed , William Lokas, a

Pole ; Frank Sulig, a Pole; Edward
Powers ; Axel Blumquest, a Swede ;
three norecoguized men.

Tke ivjored, Jumes Dooley, Irish, leg
broken ; Jobhn Daon, Irish, sligbtly in-
jured ; Charles Avnderson, Swede, shgbt-
1y 1jured ; Fred Marcbaud, Freueh, arm
broken ; Auton Ractie, Pole, slightly in-
jored ; John C. Aunderson, Swede, slight-
ly iuvjured; Peter Greunier, .?Freuch,
slightly ipjured ; Jobu Meeban, slightly
injured about the head ; Mike Cupps,
Irnsb, sligntly injured. ;

goon as the accident bappened the
electric danger signal was rung in at |
company’s office and the mills and work
everywhere stopped at once. .All the
doctors in this town and West Rautland
were called by tbe telephone and re-
spounded quickly.

Scores of men were also sent down into
the quarry. Soon the news spread to
the streets and havdreds of men, women
and children burried to the quarry.
People from Ratland and Pittsford be-
gan to arrive, and by 5 o'clock the vicin-
ity of the quarry was crowded. In the
crowd were many of the relatives of the
killed or ipjured men, and they were
frantic with' grief, the scene being heart-
reuding. Msny of the women tried to
rush down into the quarry, but were pre-
veuted from doiug so by the more covl-
beaded people, wbo took extra precan-
tions to prevent aceident.

The quarry is just north of a big saw-
.| ing mill of thé Vermont Marble company

aod 18 known as the Shelden *‘covered
quarry” or No. 3. Depth and sucface
cousidered, it is the largest quarry 1o the
world. 1ts perpendicular depth is over
250 feet, and from this the quarry ruuvs
eastward and dewnward noder the bill
300 feet or more.  The accident was near
the extreme end of the quarry, far uuder
the mll

The killedl and some of the injured
were buried under tous of rock, aad the
.| work of rescue was necessarily difficalt,

bat scores of men in charge ‘of compe
tent bosres went at it with a will. The
lovse pleces of stone were removed, aud
blasts put in to remove the large pieces,
some of which weigbed many tous.

Some one’s dead body was found and
taken from unuder tue shelf into the epen
part of the quarry. The “‘box” which is
used for letting down coal, etc., was then
lowered by steam and the body put 1o
it. An awiul stilloess fell over the
crowd as the signal boy sigualed the en-
gweer **Up,” aud slowly the box and
body were raised to the top of the quar-
ry. Tnbe body, which could pot then be
recognized, was horribly mutilated, the
bead and chest being crushed to a
jelly and the legs and armse broken in
several places.
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Iu a short time thesecond body, which
could be seen from under the mass, was
extricated and taken up io the box. It,
too, was so horribly mautilated that it
oconld not be recognized. The chest was
crushed terribly, the back of the bhead
cat vpen 80 that the brains were visible,
and tbe legs jammed.

Before auy more dead could be found
a large mass of rock had to be blasted
away, which took some time. Uader the
middle of a piece of rock large envugh to
fill two freight cars were fuund the bodies
of two men, so closely jammed together
that they looked like one. Neither
body could be recogunized, both being hor-
ribly matilated. H

The fifth body removed was that of
Azxel Blomquest, a Swede. The body
was horribly mutilated. It laid under a
mass of marble at least 20 feet thiek.
The®wtone around, which was more than
300 feet below the surface of the earth,
was covered with blood in all directivons.

Thbe sight to all who bud the courage
to go down the ladders was a most dis-
mal oue.

Perbhaps two score of miners were ut
work removing the debris from the bod-
ies of the dead and wounded, and half a
hundred men were standing aroand
1wo0king on.

‘I'ne cause of the caviog in of the guar-
ry is not posilively known. Two caases
are suzgested. The heavy storm of
Thursday night and Friday morning may
have been the first cause, or a blast
which was made just before the walls
fell in may had something to do with 1t.

The mass of stone which covered the
men who were at work close by was, as
near as can be estimated, 60 feet in
length and 20 feet wide. It fell withoeut
the least warning, and all who were at
work there were at ouce covered.

Morse, treasurer of the Ver-
mont Marble company, says that the
cause of the aecident is not certain,
tbough the “‘scale,” or part of the roof
that fell, was probably loosened by
freezing. He said that the company bas
always left a large number of supports
to prevent accideuts of this kiud, and
that this part of the quarry was well
protected 1n this respect. far as ia
konown no one is to blame.

All the victims carried accident insur-
avuce with the Vermont Marble compaony.
The families of tbhe dead will receive $500
each in ali cases, with one-half their year-
ly wages, if the wages were over $1000 a
year. The injured meu will receive one
half their weckly wages snd all doctor’s
bills, Three of the dead, however, and
some of the injnred bad vo families.

T. A. MeGuire, Herald mailing clerk,
went to the scene of the disaster, under-
took to go into the quarry and fell from
the ladder forty feet aud was injured very
seriously, The ladder was very stiff and
slippery, with pno protection except a
dilapidated railing on one side, extend-
ing a part of the way.

He was reodered uoconscious by the
‘| fall, and those who first weut to his
assistance thought he was dead. He was
ruised to the sarface aud putin the work-
ingmen’s car and brought home. His
forebead is badiy bruised. He had not
recovered consciousness at last accounts,
and the worst is feared.

——
——
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