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xplosion at Pratt Munes.
Tur Age-Herald glyes the following
account of the explosion In the mine
at Prott Mines last Friday,
At 10:300'clock yestarday morn-
ing thers was & gas explosion at
Pintt Mines,
Wien you say n mine is on fire
it strikes terror fnto the wversge
mnu, bat nmony the old  miners
there is wot g0 much of a stir as
ous would imagine.
On wrrival at Pratt Mines aboat
T:80 o'clock Assistant superintend-
ent.J. G. Moore was fonud awnd io-
terviewed. He wan Jast enting o
Inoeh und had been through o big
afternoon’s work.

10:30 oclock at shate No. 1, in
Rock slope. Tins shuft 15 abou
825 tevt deep, und from the fron
of the shaft down the slope ta
where the explosion Yook place
measures aboul 4000 feet. About
50 feet trom the main entry there
is an old room 1n which gas was
discovered and planked np.”

~1 hastened to the shaft on
learning of the explosion and in
company with Mine Eugineer

s Erskive Ramsey, A. J. Riley, as-
sistant engineer, J. U. Laeey, an|j

employe, and two life convicts,
Jobn Gray and Thomas Tillman,
went down Lo rescue the men.”
“We got to where the men
were very soon, but the after

| |damp and gas were so heavy that

we were furced to retreat without
being able to get the men oull
1 was overcome and was quite
unconscious before they got me
Lo the (resh air. After recovering
1 returned, but was not able to
reach them. We went 10 work
ripairing the bratlices thal had
been knocked down, in order to
put the air in circuletion through
the mine,”

In talking with Assistant Gen-
eral Manager G. B. McCormick,
he said: »As best we can find ou!
at the point where the bedies

-{were fonud, which was at a cross

heading of the muin shafl, ther-
was un old abandoned room. That
is, 1t was abandoned and planked
ap on Wednesday and *gas and
fire’ marked on it, the usual dan-
gor sign. It seems one of the men,
who, no one kuows, knocked off a
plauk and the gas came out aund
was iguited.”

“Alter the explosion, the degd
ly ufterdamp plaved its part, and
this it was that caused their
deuths.”

THE DEAD BROUGHT OU'.

Seeing Mr. Moore again luter
he suid that the bodies had Just
been bronght out. The rescuers
were also out and revived.

It was discovered that there
were s1x negroes und five whites
among the dead. All wers convicts

_|except one, Mr. Thomas Moore, a

white free laborer.

The whites were: Thomas Moore,
Ed Conley, W. D. Mayfield, A, M.
Hayes and J. G. Davis.

The negroes were: Phil page,
Bob Olayton. Thomas Hare, Joe
Hall, Thomas Humilta and
Charles H. Robinson.

They were rlaced in the hospi-
tal No. 1. Governr Jounes was
notified that the above persons
had been killed.

There was arumorin circulation

.| vesterday alterncon that one W.

.| D. Mayfield, who had just been

sent there for life imprisonment
caused the explosion, It wis said

,'hat he went up to this place with
.|a lamp in his hand causing the

gas 1o 1gnite.

‘there were fourteen others
who had been partially choked
They were soon revived, There
were of those who were 1escued

died. e
Said Mr. McUor
known who did the
bas been impossible to find out.”

“The explosion occnrred aboul :
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