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BEGUN BY CORONER o'luu.n ms

HORRING

<,

Testimony That tha nm Sigunal Was
- Up—Conuld the Mine Iiave Been Kept
Clear of Gas When the w:@r Was
High?—0’ Brien, Whese Death Resuited
Frem the Accident, An Intcllizent
Miner.

'Wﬂlum P. Gardner, Patrick Cnllen, Pat-
rick Harrison, James .O’l(nlley, J. D. Bir
mingham and Thomas Sheridan, the Cor—L
oner’s jury in the inquest of the late Thomas
O’Brien, who came to his death by being
burned with gas in the recent Conynghnm

shaft explosion, met in the Arbitration Room |

of the Court House shortly after 10 o’clock
this morning. A large number of witnesses
were present, it being the purpose to bring
out all the facts in the case. The inquest
was conducted by Coroner O’Malley in per-
son., Mine Imspector G. M. Wil-
liams was present, as was also
Superintendent Sharar, of the Delaware &
Hudson Company. Samuel Innes, a steno-
grapher, took down the evidence in short
hand, being engaged for the work by the
D. & H. ’Squire Gardner was made fone—

man of the jury.
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Forcm;n 'Mc])onall’l Teatimony.
David McDonald, inside foreman of the

Conyngham shaft, was the first person called.
He has been in his present tion for the
past five years: had made an examination
of the old workings the Tuesday previous to
the day of the accident; never knew any

as to be in the old stable, but fre’?uent.ly
;new gas in the “Old West.” Fire
Losses always put up danger sig-
nals in dangerous places; saw - sig-
nals on the door leading to the
“0Old West” on Tuesday before accident, and
two cross boards were placed at entrance to
stable: danger marks were on boards, and
word ‘‘danger” written on one of the boards.
These boards and si were put up on the
14th day of November. O’'Brien and Boyle
were found sitting on the passing branch
outside of the door after the explosion took
place. Maps of the mine were exhibited to
Ahe ijury in answer to question by Inspestor
Williamns and locations pointed out. The

lan of ventilation in vogue was explained
gy means of the map, Foreman McDonald
making the explanations. The West Side
was examined by Wm. J. Evans, fire boss,
on the morning of the explosion.

Men were prohibited from going into ‘‘old
West” since last spring. Was on top of shaft
when explosion took place, taking fire bosses’
reports. All reports for that morning are
signed except reportof Williams, Boyle told
me that O’Brien had been in ‘‘old West,” and
set off gas. Boyle said he saw boards, but
O’Brien did not say he saw them. O’Brien
told me that Boyle had been_ in ‘‘old West”
before him. All themen were up theshaftin
less than an hour after the explosion
occurred. The second opening is shut off by
a door, but ventilation is amply provided for.
There was no gas there. It is visited every
day by fire bosses. The cause of the explo-
sion was the raise of water in the sump.
Did not ses danger signal on morning of ex-
plosion, because I wasnot in ‘“Old West,” at
that time. Do not know that fire bosses
made any report of **Old West” that morn-
ing. In answer toquestion from Mr. Cullen,
Mc¢Donald said it would be pessible to drive
an opening so as to keep the *‘Old West” al-
ways free from gas. I know that O’Brien
knew what danger marks meant. The sec-
ond opening was passable. A man could
walk through if to No. 3 Baltimore.

The ‘‘old West” was traveled every day by
the fire bosses, but what is known as ‘‘old
workings” in different parts of the mine are
not traveled everv day. The fan and pump
:;'ere working on the morning of the explo-

on,

1886 Conyngham Colliery explosion

NEWS3

Clipped By:
usmra_rob
Oct 12,2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



News
by <Blancestry

Wilkes-Barre Times Leader (Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania) - Fri, Dec 10,

https://www.newspapers.com/image/390537717/

1886 - Page 1
Downloaded on Oct 12, 2025

The Fire Bosses’ Story.
William J. Evans, fire boss, sworn, said he
made examination of ‘‘old West,” about 4

o'clock on morning of explosion. Danger
signals were put up to my certain
knowledge, on the 14th. Saw the
signals. every other day after that
date. I placed date and new marks on deor
in old' stable on the morning of explosion. I
found gas inside of door that morning. On
top of door was an opening 12 inches high
and three feet wide. There was a smaller
opening on side of door. These openings were
considered sufficient to keep clear as far
as could be traveled. * It would be possible to
blast an opening in the rock sufficient to
keep these places always clearof gas I
always found O’Brien a very -careful
man in his work, and know that
he could tell danger signals.
Gas was in the *“Old West” for three months

ast. Sure that Boyle knew daunger signals.
Vas in second opening about six months
ago. Found it then in good condition. Sec-
ond opening could be used on “morning of
accident, or any other fime. There was no
danger that morning if every man went to
his work. The secend. opening could 1t be
used just after the explosion because of the
afterdamp. The cross board danger signals
were put up by David Bodycomb and
ggother man whose name I ‘do .not remem-

r.

Evan Evans, fire boss, sworn. Was in old
stable night before accident. -Saw boards up
and danger signals upon them. Placed date
on boards to show that I had been there.
Found air on main roads traveling properly
thatnight. An opening could be made to
keep place clear of gas. O’Brien and Boyle
were intelligent miners. By a rule of the
mine it is forbidden to remove standing gas
by *‘brushing;’ itis gotten out by brattice-

ln - ’
E)a.vid Bodycomb sworn. I gut up boards
at entrance to barn upon which danger sigz-
nals were marked., Did this on the 14th of
November. I wrote on boards these words:
‘‘Danger, Nov. 14th, XX.” Was ordersd to
do this by fire boss. Was alone when doing
this work. It was not easy to pass this fence,
but a man counld pass under by stooping.

Adjourned until 2 o’clock. .

It was nearly three o’clock when the jury
met: this afternoon.
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Testimony of Baltimore Bosses.
Mr. Armstrong, mine boss in No. 3, Balti-

more, sworn: I examine the second opening
connecting with the Conyngham shaf{
two or three times a week. Didn’t
know anything at all about the immedi-
ate cause of O’'Brien’s’' death. He kept a
record of every time he visited the mines.
His fire boss did also}

Fire Boss Symons, of the Balmmore, was
next sworn. His testimony did not differ
materially feom that of the mine boss.

Stable Jacob Hick, of the Conyngham
shaft, sworn. There were four mules in the
old stables. Been there about elghi: months,
These were. takeh out on - account
of the water. There was about
6 or 8 inches of water in the stable.
Knew there was a little gas near the deor
when the water was up. It was for that
reason the mules were taken out. The marks
was put up on the 23d, three days before the
explosion.. It-was a board put acrcs;
abeut five or six feet long, . This was tacked
to another about ten or twelve feet long. No
one told me that there was gas there,
but the marks told me. The  marks
were on the feed trough. Saw the marks
all the time fur months. It was marked on
the door back where the gas was there.

Patrick Cooper driver sworn—On morn-
ing of n 1 went to get my mules and
Isawa wibh the word ‘‘danger” on it,
and I took my mules to another road.

Testimony of Firéd Bess W!l!i“a,

" Fire boss Willigm €. Williams, of the
yngham, mbutanﬁally ‘submitted the Iollow
ing -deposition;: He was in the mine the

day the accident occurred. His duty was
to travel through places to ascertain if there

o——
-

was burning He found water was
in the Bump  sud  mo . chance
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2P 'I‘HE LONYNGHAM INQUEST.

- coum ot 2 O’clock This- Afler

l The enminationot the witnﬁliu iﬁ the

«O’Malley, 4in the Arbitration Room of the
Court House this afternoon at ao’glgpk.

‘m eemun on
c{by. Testimony not im-

Ltl'he 'rum of 'l‘ecthmmy Resumed by h;«,a-

'O'Brien ' inquest was resumed by “Céroner |

L- -Peser Andi'ews called: Was at.home “on |
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THAT INQUEST !

A Further Hearing Before the
Jury Yaﬂcrdny Afaarnnnu.

IMPORTANT TES TIMONY

‘Which Goes to S8how That the
Cause of the Accumulation
of Gas Was Defec-
tiveVentilation.

At 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon the Coro-
ner and lis jury asiembled in the srbitration
room of the court house to hear the additional
teatimony in the Cosyngham shaft disaster

Alsrge womber of iminers appearsd
and were interested spectatars and listeners
to he procesdings. Mine Superintendont
Sherer nnd Mise [orpector Willisms were
also_preseat ard took part in the examining
of wignesses and also tetified themselves,

The first witness called was Peter Andes.
He kaew notking stout the workings of the
Conyugham wines, or the canse of Thomas

Brien's dea

Putrick MeCabe, tha next witaes, n.-
iothing sbont the niatier that had not
been told. ucmmmmnmrmm-
shait » woment. alter the
‘08 c0ald § through the secoad opesia

gua
ber, the mext

testified that Willinms
253 to him the moeaing D e disestae
that it wust iave been the g in the west
gangmy i :lm cansed the_explosion. Being
&l by Mine Inspectsr Williams,
he r=|lllni “the mume festimooy. lle also
teatified to the fuct mn ;um s saading
ine om m
on buradd asd. 41 olhes e, the cxact
dn ¢ of which be coald Dot remen|
Lewis Frank's testimony was & repatition
of what has Already been totd
John Keely was the next
lsted his experience carriage go-
fng dows in the min after the ex-
plosion, 'and aiso deser e manner in
which the men were llhn out.  Also heard
wen say they would profer going out the
opening if ihey could; related
Boyle's story s fo kow the explosion co-
carred, s follows: Boyle stated that he
saw Tom ()'rien going down towarda the
cld mule stable, sod that O'Dcien had
bia lamp hanging on his boot leg, while
bad my lamp cn my bt O'Brien
asid, * Look in that box for some hay,” aod
T'stooped over the box for the hay and
partly rased apafter securing same, | noticed
that “the whole place was [lamiosted, aod
the next instant [ wan harled throngh e
door.  Keely lhu atated that he had koo
CE IR Ttz MRTCRitond M piroen on
accoustof gun sccomalating whenerer the
water raised in
Mark Row nmrn‘l—W:au were you on the

‘s thanty.
State e fis ol e casa,
o the cxplosion orcurred I fell 15 or
28 ot u.. main

No, sir, outaide between
$e Teme i thi i bt B

Y, sic.
Did you pams it a week ot 30 previons to
the ac-ident ¥
have been travelieg thers thess last

danger signals ¥
no, sir, 1 Inn pot been in llm for rm,

ars 4id you mark befor hat, e

Tt b working on tho West side.
Befors you went to the Fast side ?
T was workiog on the back-branch next to
Tom Hurt, where this exolosion was.
When did you leave that pla ?
Tean't tell; abaut two months age.
;nn ‘have not beea iu the weat lldl sizee?
o, sir.
Do'you know they haal coal inand out

|

from the plains?

They have a kind of back brazch thera?

Tt rans right by the stabls.

Yes, sir.

Do you know of avy standiog gus in any
part of |Im minc?

Tell I hat parts, pleacor
At the thne we were grating ¢ m old plans | Th
there Firo Boss Evans ealled o
B

down

p
Yook 4+ ot § n-

in the west
e Socked ap -nh I
Can you that gas was thers ?
No,

sir,

You never heand of the mea beiag stopped

in that shaft before through water raising

and praveniing the circalation of the air ?
YG sir

oa
oaiiia vk a

Do goa Maow of your ows nowiedgsof
sny sanding gui at present n
-mum

No, #ir,
Do you know where this placs i that
ved 7

Yeu, uir.
T o koot beslve bt ol Nl
in there vud could pot bn gut out {rom iand-

D3 7ou aro domaad thom Lola?
‘einked M. MecDoasld about them; be
ln'ldmn] unldm’- get them—I conld not
g e long Smcs ihat cave?

1 ean't tell yon.

The tools are Il thers ever since ?

of sir.

I went up a thera closs by the cave with
 miety aod raised my luup & little an
found ga¥ right at the care.

Which breast was that ?

T don't ksow. | think it was the third placs

back.
l‘mm(h!m)‘

How e g e Ut ?
Ieant

s you hm- if they done anythisg to get
the gus ony

Wt b o oy 150

Are you aequalated with mmuny Ioad-
iog to No. 87

G
Do you knaw the eonditien of that man-

6’:“ T beve bmem Uirou i
Haow long

About two weeks

Did you at the tims that tho snsd broks
into the Conyngham shait, did you know of
u:.--;naluu illed up

r.

w-. there much dirt in it ?

boat 300 carleads of dir.

e large is thut sompt *

Idon't know.

How did they get the water out when they
cleaned 1t before *

We hud good batterics in there.

Conlda't they got them thers pow the ssme
an they 3 i r

[ul:l Mr. Rowe said by driving &
tnnnmb:unuzylum,mth eularged.

Mine Lnepector—Whers woold joo start
that townel

Here tbs map was shown and Mr. Rows
explaied tn ihe jury axd Mine Luspector bow
hs woald drive & tunnel and iscrease the
capacity nur, He farther statel that the
digram of Lhe gasgvay vas wrong, » factin
which several workmen bore him o

The examination was then mmm with.

Where wore you just at. the time the
dent ocen;

Tetween the fire bosses toro windos

Viat, in your opiuion, was the

eunse of Thomas O'Brien's death?

Tesn't tell; T koow nothing mbout that

liato

whatever,
What was the cansa of the explosion?

Provious to that did you ever know of your
own knowledge of gas being kept lu-i\-lz
there—I mean in this place whers the acci
dul.m“

myn.hm personal kvowledge of gas

e you sctaally on ns or more ocatses
fiod gas there!
!{.q, m.
jou give us an spproximate idea of
the time._ when you_encontered gas in this
.“‘w:“lhk o ped tha f
r; Liknow they stopped the fun on
Thankegivirs da
Clu ynn munm aboat what tiae oa
i that yos encountered
ot tn that part of i m Tocality

o tia withia two ‘sears
ing ?

6w been there gt aloog.
‘o wero not particalsrly acquainted with
thl l‘llr- wl the mine !
wo places up thero—the 26th of
Norambi (e sk waa g there. (Laoghter.)
What is the date previous to that?
1 cant tell you.
Did yon ever ses a firs mark, or ever knaw
any person being prevented from goiog this

Yes. Ihive been working there now since
the breaker ; the firs boss always tried
et placon Tweor (e 0% ey
Shiog the b sl s alw

“The dmh.: you weut up in that gangway
IMun.l; No, § Baltime what was its eond -

s,
e grogway waa al ight
Fonod it

H Connors, Edwrd Wal
Fenos aud Mine Do McDo
fi2d, wnd Mine [nspecior Williams was calle

o sarwar o v qustions, To reply to

.]nr,m...l.".uv rmd ix o

when that shaft was first opensd,
the plan of takiog the aif |hmn|h rogiiensd
s 8 derons misake, and [ . T hav
always folt that it was & poor

Kod o the qumion 3

what ean be done to belter it ? 1 am wil
muwp; n; lmruml that any ymuu!

mioer has will any pri
Shion o the l-umpu] um will - be an im-
vement on Lhe present plan, but tke sug.
geetion made by Mark Rowe will not ba sa
improvement, but will make matters worss.
es e nspectar ook, the mep of e
‘mine and explained to the jury why Rowe's
suggeation of driving a tunnel would not help
the ventilation.  He further stated the anly
ilabla {o,wroid lbe i
w down the
Toof, It th0E pin wes sttende with mch
dificalty as explained by Mr, Sherer, oo nc-
count of blowlog away all. seaffolding every-

. fired.

M. Shierer anawered a jaryman, who asked
the [oapector whether the law as laid down
in secton 7 aod §of the mine laws, had been
com hnd i

ection
Py a +4All undergaoand entranoes

e Bberer i fint in placeg the tf:’
-

fenced in, but a
that is placed aronnd each machinery.
You thivk, theu, that the law is obeyed by
FRiing oy ek il
Bat, continued the juror, you must confess
it proved a failare in the case of ()'Brica
in the Conynghem shaft 7
Tdonot. Men who would cross the rail
would cross aver the fence.

he  evidence. . Corom
U'll-llq adjourned the eﬂuﬂ until 4 o'clock
P m. to-day.
Booth at Scranton.

Edwin Booth appears in Scranton oa the
0(h inst. Wiy it ;mwuiu.n.m people
im were? Whols to

o ere several yesrs
#20 e boase was pretiy well i, and #2
for reserved seats.

Medleine at Half Price.
George McPhersa, vallet do ehamber to the
great Dr, Soverees, ' ia stil in fown with no
e in Dialtimore Mary.
ock of Dr. Sovereen's
famons medicir e, however, and anyone wish-
ing 10 aesare ot of the same cxa doso
by calling at the Laluerro fiouwse or at
“Saire Donol Asistant Dr. Me-
Plerson wlll sell . Sovrree's ruuoly at
Balf price to who deeires to

The Grand up!nln[.

The openiog day of Morey's naw hotel, st
Hn-ml ‘Thursday, Dec. 16th, and ot
L 17th, na orroneously stated in
his Faper yeaterday,

LEVIBON'S LONDRES. LEVIEONY
TRY FRED THOBN 5 BELFAST GINGEE
ALR.
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