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KILLED IN A COAL MINE.

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FIVE DEAD.

A Terrible Explosion at Pocohontas, Vir-
ginia, in Which Not a Single Man at
Work in the Mines Escaped
With His Life.

Special Dispatch to T TIMES.
PoconoxNTAS, Va,, March 15,

A terrible gas explosion occurred at one
o'clock this morning in the Laurel Creek Mine,
operated by the Southwest Improvement Com-
pany, at this place. The Laurel Creek Mine Is
the only one in this section and has been
operated for about two years. It consists ofa
tunnel, running three-quarters of a mile into the
mountain side and a railroad runs the entire
length of the mine. There are latent galleries at
intervals, The mine is situated above the water
level, and for this reason it has until now been
worked with little trouble and singularly free
from accidents, not a single fatal casualty having
been reported since operations were begun. Ww.
A. Lathrop, the superintendent, is an expert
mining engineer and has had many years ex-
perience in working coal. The mines have been
worked by relief every six hours,

One hundred and fifty-five men were at work
there at the time, and such was the force of the
explosion that every one was killed and the fan-
ning machine and engine were blown three hun-
dred feet from the entrance. A train of cars
drawn by a small engine was near the ealrance,
moving in the mine at the time. Four cars and
the engine were blown out, and a car axle was
propelled by the force of the explosion into the
side of a small frame house, several hundred feet
distant, occnpied by two miners, William Ma-
loney and Jake Sexton. Both were asleep, hav-
ing left the mine at6o'clock. The flying planl
awoke them. Their escape was wondertul, the
iron wheels of the ecar falling by the side of their
bunks. They struck a light and, so far as can be
learned, were the first to realize the situation
and to give the alarm,
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NOT ONE LEFT ALIVE,

The fanning machine was insufliclent for the
mines and before its deficiency was discovered
and remedied by those in the mines the gas ac-
cumulated to the explosive point. This place is
made up entirely ot the houses of the miners and
was built by the Southwestern Improvement
Company. A good many of the miners are North-
erners and Pennsylvanians, The engineer at
work near the mouth of the mine, as well as his
assistant and a colored boy, were blown a hun-
dred feet away and their mangled bodies found
seattered in every direction, The engineer’s head
wasfound o a ravine and hisjlegs and arms were
found near the mine. Of those at work in or
about the mine not one was lelt to tell the story.
The people of the little hamlet, whose population
numbers about five hundred, yvere asleep when
the explosion took place. But the whole place
was quickly roused and the seene which followed
begears deseription,

The few living beings who saw a puff of smoke
shoot (rom the mine and the sudden upheaval of
the englne and cars rushed into the town with
loud eries for help. Men, women and children
were roused and as they took in the intelligence
there was a wild rush for the scene of the disas-
ter, Despite the cold night, women as well as
nmen rushed off scantily eclad. Experienced
miners upon reaching the scene were satistied
that no man in the mines wasalive. The horror
ol the situation has been intensified by the dis-
covery that the mines are on fire,
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FULL DETAILS WANTING.

The Telegraph Operator at Pocohontas Una-
ble to Handle the Business.
By Associated Press,
Ly~NcuBunra, March 183,
It is impossible to get a detailed account of
the explosion at the Pocohontas mines, as every-
thing there is in confusion. The telegraph op-
erator there has been on duty for two nights and
is unable to handle the business of the
office. Pressing telegrams for particulars re-
ceive mo  response,  Another operator was
sent there to-night and there will be no
trouble in securing a full account of the disaster
early to-morrow., A telegram received at nine
o'clock to-nlrht says the whole of the east mine
was shattered by the explosion and everything
infrontof the mainentrance is demolished. Both
of the mine engines are safe, but most of the
mine cars were completely wrecked., A fire is

now secn at the mouath of the mine and no ono

can enter, The fan house and fan are a total
wreek and as soon as repaired efforts will be
made to go into the mine,

IEverything possible is being done to reach the
vietims, A party of experienced miners, under
charze of Colonel George Dodds, from the coal
ficld mines of Chesterfleld county, passed through
Lynehburg this afternoon and will arrive at Po-
ciahiontas at twelve o'cloek to-night, The men
cinployed in the mines were mostly Hungarians
withoui families, A number of negroes from this
eity and surrounding section were aiso employed
there and the excitement here is consequently
very great,  What effect the disaster will have on
theoperationsofthe minescanonly be conjectured
until the full extent of the damage transpires.
The mines have not been long opened, but the
company had gotten well under way and was
supplying a large sectlon of the country with coal
and the prospect was most encouraging, a large
coaling station for the snpply of ocean steamers
being in course of construction at Norfolk,
While the accident will have the effect of retard-
ing work at the mines it is not believed it will
cause a permanent discontinuance, as a great
deal of money has been expended there by
Northern capitalists, composing the Southwest
Improvement Company.

The mine is renlly under the control of the Nor,
folk and Western Railrond Company, who have
a branch road, known as the New River Division,
running from New River to Poeahontas, about
sixty miles. John C. llsey, of Pennsylvania, is
resfdent of the Improvement Company, and

Vlllllam A, Lathrop is superintendent of the
mine,
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