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A MONSTER GRAVE.

A Graphic Account of the Keel
Ridge Mine Disaster.
|From the Florence News. |

The most terrible calamity that
has visited the Menominee Range
occurred a little after 1 o'clock
Tuesday afternoon last, the Keel
Ridge iron mine, owned and
operated by the Emmett Mining
Company, caying in and burying
alive eigbt miners, six of whom
were married and had in all thir-
teen children.  As follows:

William Henderson, wife and
four children.

William Pollard, wife and four
children.

John Morrish, wife and one
child.

William Jeffery.

Thomas James, wife and child.

Alexander Helman.

Patrick Eagan, wife.

Richard Williams, wife and
three children.

The mine was considered
worked out and the eight men,
with one more named Edward
Wicks, were engaged about the
month of the shaft on the surface
taking ont the pumps, pipes lad
ders, etc., preparatory to aband-
oning it, when, withont warning
of any kind, the whole face of
ground covering the underground
workings fell in engulfing them
and the boiler honse mear by, and
forming ahuge sink hole sixty feet
deep, one hundred wide, and one
hundred and fifty in length. A
re-echoing crash that shook the
settlement, a clond of dust that
for an instunt obscured the sun,
and all was over. The whale
village frantic with apprehension
were out in atwinkling and there
was anawful ery, “The mine! the
mine!—it has fallenin!” Ina
moment the brink of the yawing
abyss was lined with terror-
stricken men, women, and child-
ren, whose white, anxious faces,
peering into the devths, told of
awful fear and agony. Of the
nine only one struggling victim

| could be seen, striving to free

himself from the weight of earth
and rock, which had broken one
of his legs and ribs. He was Ed.
Wicks. Somehow he had been
thrown up from the immense
mass, and men were lowered
down to him by ropes and carried

| him up in their arms, and he was

luid down crushed and bleeding,
bat thankful. Not a vestize of
his eight companions was dis-
cernable anywhere, and even the
boiler house with its great boilers
was nowhere visible, and only a
fow splinters and a small jet of
steam issuing from the debris told
it was there.

The alarm spread quickly and
within an hour or two there were
nearly a thonsand people at the
scene of the disaster,among them
the entire foree of miners of the
Chapin, the Menominee Mining
company ordering the snspension
of work at this mine in order its
men might assist its ill-fated
neighbor. The work of erecting
derricks and setting up hoisting
machimery brought from the
Chapin was speedily eommenced.
1t is calenlated that a month or
more will be consumed hoisting
the mass before the first body
will be uncovered, even allowing
that the remains lie but midway
in the great heap and not nearer
the bottom as may be the case.
There is vractically nothing on
which to base a calculation as to
how deep the bodies lie buried.
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When wisited by a reporter of
the News Thursday, the huge
grave presented a distracting
sight. The widows and orphans
stood about weeping and wailing
for their dead pitifnlly, while two
hundred men were solemnly, even 3
reverently, engaged in the neces
sarily slow work of resurrection.
The wife of one of the victims,
Mrs. Thomas James, had become
erazed at her loss, compelling her
friends to provide for her safe
keeping. while three other of the
widows were confined to the
Lonse being about to become
mothers.  All the families are
left in almost destitute circum-
stances, and suffering for the
wants of life will oceur soon in
their midst unless arrested by the
hand of charity. :

The Keel Ridge mine was dis-
covered in 1879 by John McKen
na, and was developed by him in
compauny with John O'Callaghan
at which time it was kpown as
the “McKenna Mine.” In 1880
it was purchased by Wm. MeCart-
ney for a consideration of £35,-
000, who in the next year dis-
posed of it to the Emmett com
ny, its present owner, for =
000, who changed its name to the
Keel Ridge. 1t comprises the
south half of section 32; town 40,
range 30. It was worked under,
ground at a depth of nearly 300
feet. In 158G the mine produced
11,445 gross tons. in 1881 19,011
and in 1882 283,000. J. T. Jones
is agent. and John Wicks cap
tain.

As we go to press we learn that
the prospect of being able to re-
coverer the bodies in the Keel

PR

affairs the company have sabmit-
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