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Five Men -nln and One Seriomsiy
Injured—The Cause of ihe Dis-

Morgan, James Henry, a tratkman, Wil-
liam T. Austin, fire boss, 5
mou, laborer, David I. Watkins and Jehn

=

mine, and were

door of & minor working hus the air
current had been diverted fi its course
and gas accumulated, as the east of
the doer was left without its supply
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gas would not have been parmitted to ne-
cumulate. i

The force of the as terrifi
the timber work at the bottom of the shaft
was torn to pieces; aud the c
get within twenty feet of Lli@ foot; loaded
cars were piled one upon another and
tumbled into the sump; sbicks and dirt
were thrown from the mouth of the shaft
to a height of 230 feet; and the lamps of
the men working at No. 1 jlope were ex-
tinguished. i

‘The explosion was caused Ly the fire
boss, William T. Austin, who entered the
working with a naked lum&‘.'ﬂw gas in-
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stantly exploded, and Aus as dashed
against the wall and a portian of his skull
torn off. Ulis body was y burned.
James Henry was the nearest to A!lstlll,
and he was killed by the cone He
too was burned. Tt was Hey ty-!ntdw
inthe mines. Edmund Morgau, with the
‘Watkins brothers and Audemott, were at
the foot of the M‘.l'lﬂilll the cage

for which they had rung the hull. It
was but thirty feet above them when
the catastrophe took place. Morgan

was thrown across the gan and his
brains dashed out against the wall of coal.
David T. Watkins and were

thrown into the sump and covered with
cars, coal and debris. The former was
alive when found, but died after being
taken tothe surface. Audeuiott was buried |
from sight except one of his feet, anda !
boot protruding from the wreck led to the |
finding of bisbody. John °l \anl:lmm
found on theedge of the sump amd was |
lalive, When taken to fhe air he re. |
vived. Morgan, who was Guly lwveulreni
years of age, and Aundemdtt were single
meu, the others were d. }
Some time elapsed beforelit was safe to |
enter the mine, and f past sevel |
the rescuers descended. Superiutendent |
Morgan was one of the firgl to enter aud |
. | at once discovered the I.nv? of his

He saw that life was extipet, and with |
Spartan firmness, turned t§ aid the Wat-
.| klus brothers, both of wighn were alive.
| They were the first taken ouf; then Morgan,
Austin and the four injured wen were |
ldmwn to the surface.  Audgmott was the |
I“t found, as he was alfost concealed

e |
| from view by the wreck abve hiw.

" | Three men who attempfed 1o enter the |
lmlmuuonlh No. | slope Wvere overcome |
by black damp. They were rescued, |

laced upon a car and drawn to the mouth |

f the slope, perfectly exhansted.

| 0. 2 shaft seems to be an unfortunate l
LIt When the lining was being put in, |
, | live mien wtood ypon-an |inseenrely fas- |
. 'tened plank and were hurled to death. |
l. ] This disaster was causwl by carelessness |

l

| —first, by leaving open the door men-
s | tivned, and, second, by entering the work- |
b iog with a naked lamp. The upfortunate
,  man who was the immediate cause n!un
| accideut paid the penalty-of his act with |
1lll.\ life. Such shocking events as this
:l | bring vividly before us the constant dan- |
¢  Bers to which miners are exposad.  With i
b- . all precautions taken, their life is full of |
'ihaunl.und when all possible safeguards

|anmt employed working in the mines i~ |
a | more dangerous than in a powder mill.

— e

1880 Nanticoke No 2 Shaft explosion
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