
November 2, 1879
Mill Slope, Delaware and Hudson Coal Company 

Explosion
5 Victims

    Zachariah Thomas, David Jenkins, William Kinney,George Forsythe, 
and David Rupp, were all instantly killed by a terrible explosion 
of fire-damp, in No. 9 lift in the Mill Slope, on the 2d day of November 
1879, being on a Sunday morning. The two first named were 
very much burned while the other three were not burned at all, but 
had evidently been killed by the concussion, or blast of wind produced 
by the explosion of gas, igniting from the lamps of the one or the other 
of the two men, Thomas and Jenkins, who were so badly burned.

The �lill Creek colliery is operated by the Delaware and Hudson 
Coal Company Mr. John Cook being mine boss, and �Ir . A. H. Vanling 
superintendent assisted by Mr. C. H. Scharar, mining engineer. The mine  
has always been a very gassy one, but having good ventilation and 
careful management, it has been extraordinarily free from accidents 
from explosion of gas. The above statement will be found true, by 
examination of the accident list from 1870 to the time of this 
occurrence. �lany years ago, the gangways and air-ways were very 
small, which I condemned severely. The air-crossings or bridges were 
also of the same kind, entirely inadequate in size, But all this was soon 
changed and  large and roomy air-ways, gangways, and air bridges were 
had, and an aggregate of one hundred thirty thousand cubic feet of air was 
kept in circulation in the various splits, there being from five to six and 
eight splits. The mine got to be very extensive, the slope being down about 
three thousand hundred feet. There being a flat part way down, an engine 
was there, to hoist from the lower one thousand feet. Work was being in 
the Nos. 3, 6, and 7 on the left, Nos. 10, 9,8,7,6,5, and 4 on the up to the 
time of the explosion.
On Saturday, the 1st day of November, there being a crush in some part of 

the No. 9 lift, work was suspended there, and a number of the men put 
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Victims
Zachariah Thomas  David Jenkins
William Kinney  George Forsythe
David Rupp
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to work to timber along certain parts of the gnngway and air-way, and Mr. 
Cook, the mine boss, and a gang of men worked until about midnight, when 
they quit work, the place being rather unsafe, as they supposed. On Sun-. 
day morning early, Mr. Cook, accompanied by a young boy, went down 
the slope to learn the condition of No. 9 lift, along the gangway where they 
had been timbering, and while there formed an opinion that the crnsh was 
not so bad as it had been, and that his first idea of timbering the gangway 
to prevent the spread of the crush beyond a certain section, could then be 
carried ont. So he went out, and, on reaching the surface, sent the bcl, 
aforementioned, to the houses of some of his workmen to ask them if they 
would go to work, (this being Sunday morning,) while �e started home to 
get his breakfast. On bis road home, he met two of the men, who had 
lamps, and he asked them where they were going, and they replied they 
were going into the mine to get their tools, when be asked them if they 
would have any objections to work this day, and they assented. He then 
req nested them to go and see some other parties for the same purpose. 
One of these men had been in the party timbering Saturday night. These 
two men and three others, five altogether, were not seen again by .Mr. Cook 
nor any other officer, until their corpses were brought out of the mine, 
after the explosion. 

When .Mr. Cook returned from his breakfast, he was informed soon, by 
the engineer, that a gust of wind and dust was seen thrown out of the 
month of the slope. And it being a downcast, Cook knew there was some
thing Yery wrong, but he stated he thought it probably was a concussion 
from a cave of roof. He then descended the slope until be came where the 
walls had been blown down, then be returned, and after getting assistance, 
explored the No. 9 lift, where they found the bodies of Kinney, Forsyth, 
and Rupp, but those of Thomas and Jen kins were not found in No. 9, but 
were found at the entrance from No. 8 to the No. 9 lift, second opening. 
It appears that the man Jen kins bad not been to work on Saturday, bnt 
that he worked walling stoppings in the said second opening, or plastering 
the same, as the air current then passing across said place towards the re
turn was about to be closed off, in order to make the said second opening 
and traveling-way an intake air-way. More than likely that Jenkins went 
there to get bis tools to go to work at the timbering, on the No. 9 gang
way, with the other three men who had gone down there, and probably that 
Thomas bad gone with him for company. It is very evident that the gas 
was ignited by the lamp of one of them, probably the former, as his body 
was found inside the entrance to the second opening, while that of Thomas 
was found in the No. 8 lift gangway, a trifle outside of the said entrance, 
which might have been carried there by the blast or concussion. The three 
men killed in the gangway of No. 9, from which the gas came, were killed 
by the concussion caused by the said explosion, just as they were about 
going towards the section, where the timber had been put up the night be
fore. The gas had, no doubt, been given off by a caving of the roof of 
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several chambers in th(• X o. !) lift, letting off the gns from the npper hv<l of 
the Baltimore seam, or top Yein, as the.,· e:dl it, to sueh an extent :t� to 
adnltcrntc the whole strenm or enrrent of air, whi(•h was ahout tliirtt•<·ll 
thousand cubic foet per minute. Before this enn·. the enrrent w:1s f'rc_•(' 
from the prcsenee of gas. The top se:rn1 or lied g-enerntes gas n•ry fast. 
and it has not lieen worke1l oYer the area of thl• c:ln�. 

�Ir. Cook dnimecl that he had not inte11<le(l thl' men to h[lH' entered the 
mine before his return f'rorn lJreakfast. His having conYersL•(l with t \\'O of 
the men, and giving the111 iJ1str11l'tions to seek other men, a11cl thrn, agni11, 
for these men to have go11<> on their way to tlle plaCL' where he w:rnt<-(l thl' 
work clone, wonhl rnther i111lil'ate an nndersfanding by them of their <luties 
to be performed. He also g-a,·e as his reply to the qnestion. why he had 
allowed the saitl men to go clown into the mine 1,eforc a fire Loss or him
self hncl examined the cornlition of the place. " that it was a standing rnlc 
that no persons "\\'ere allowed to enter the mine until the same had lwen 
done, &e., &c-., and that he hnd no reason to suppose that they would entl·r 
in tilis case, before himself or his fire hoss should give them infonnafon 
that s11cil was the case." 

The unfortunate men haYing nll been fonncl deacl, there was no one left · 
to give their side of the case, nrnl it certainly looks ratller a donbtfnl case; 
yet there is no proof, tint I heanl, to "\\'anant the inspc>etor in saying that 
�Ir. Cook had sent those mc>n into the mine, and the reader mnst clraw his 
own con<:lnsion from what has heen stated. ·when in attendance at tile in
quest, I gaYe it ns my opinion that there was notiling proYen tilat .:\[r. 
Cook lwd neglected in carrying out the law, yet, in vi<>w of the gn•nt im
portance of the case of a ca,·c. it wns m.,· opinion, that it being an e.zfra
ordina�y circumstance, .:\Ir. Cook should ha Ye tnken extra care, and slionld 
ha Ye cautioned the men he saw not to enter the mine, arnl informed th(• 
ho.,· to request the parties he went to see. that they should not enter the 
mine nntil they saw .:\[r. Cook or his fire b'JSS. &c., &c. Bnt instead of 
that, .:\[ r. Cook, I fear, 1lid not think the danger was so great; in f:1ct. it 
is donutflll whether he tho11ght about tile possiLility of large quantities of 
gas l1ei11g lilwrated therefrom. Ile had been <lown in the mine early that 
morning, ancl went along the rn:1in gangway, carrying a nake<l lamp so far 
ns he went. It is trne, he did not go so far as the face of the mine or 
workings. yet it appears as if .:\Ir. Cook hail not thC' slighkst thought of 
the nce11111ulation of gas, 01· he woulcl not ha,·c gone so for as lie 1li<l, not 
knowing anything of its COIHl it ion, except that there was a prc.-tty strong 
current of air on tlte 111ai11 gangway; a11<l I doubt whether ht" ha,l :111y 
thou�ht of gas, eYCn in the retnrn, nnd that it was morl• by luck than l'<':11 
thought, tu.at he cfol not himself ignite the sai<l gas. On thl' other h�rnd. i1 
he did at all think of the possiuility or probability of gag being rnet in nn 
cxplosh·c state in the snid return, then his a('t of neglect conl<l 11ot ltan• 
heen 1piestioned, for which he :,;honl1l be rna,le t,) suffer the penalty of the 
law. 

10 )lINE TIEP. 
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Below will be found a copy of the verdict of the jury, as gfren to me by 
Mr. Evan Morgan, (justice of the peace,) acting coroner. The testimony I 
have not inserted, for the reason of its imperfect condition. Many important 
questions and 1·eplies are omitted in connection with the testimony of :Messrs. 
Cook and Foot, the latter being the outside foreman, and having control of 
engines and of fans, &c., &c. There are also qnestions and replies given 
entirely inaccurate; hence I left ont the whole as being inaecnrate and 
deficient in the case, and give the conclusions arrived at by thejury, to wit: 

Inquest. 

An inquisition indented aucl taken at Plains township, in the conuty of 
Luzerne, the 3d clay of November, in the year of our Lord one thonsand 
eight hundred and seventy-nine, (1879,) before me, Evan T. Morgan, one 
of the justices of the peace in and for the county of Lnzerne, npon the view 
of bodies of David Jenkins, 1/;aehariah 'rhomas, Daniel Roop, George For
syth, and "rilliam Kenny, then a.1cl there lying dead� npou the oaths of 
Owen Grilfith, "'illiam Tasker, Aaron Hilbert, l\lichael l\Iayock, George 
Ayres, and ,Vinthrop Oplinger, good and lawful men of the county afore
said, who, being sworn to inquire, on the part of the Commonwealth, when, 
where, how, and after what manner the said David ,Jenkins, Zachariah 
Thomas, Daniel Roop, George Forsyth, and William Kenny came to their 
death, do say, upon their oaths, that David Jen kins, Zachariah 'fhomas, on 
the 2d clay of November, A. D. 1879, came to their death in Mill Creek 
mine, by the explosion of carbureted hydrogen gas, supposed to be ignitec� 
from a light carried by the said David Jenkins, in the traveling road, be
twceen Nos. 8 and 9 lifts of said mines, and that by the concussion of the 
same, Daniel Roop, George Forsyth, and ,Villiam Kenny came to their 
death. And the said jurors further say, npon their oaths, that John E. 
Cook, inside foreman of said Mill Creek mine, is guilty of gross neglect, 
in not ascertaining whether the condition of the said. mines were free from 
danger previous to the men entering the said mines, Snnclay, the 2d day of 
NoYember, 1879. And further say, that the nnfortnnate men that came to 
their death were also neglectful in not foqniring whether the said mines 
were free from danger pre-dons to entering. Auel further recommend that 
a more diligent watch be kept over the fans of the said mines. 

In witness whereof, as well the aforesaid jnstice, as the jurors aforesaid, 
ham to this inquisition put their hands and seals, this 6th day of N ovem
ber, A. D. 1879. 

EvAN T. 1\loRGAN, [L. s.] 
Justice of the Peace. 

OwEN GRIFFITHS, [L. s.j 
\VILLIAM 'l1ASKER, :L. S.] 
AARON HILBERT, [L. s.J 
1\1JCHAEL MAYOCK, [L. s.] 
GEORGE AYRES, Jr., LL. s.J
,VrnTIIROP OPLINGER, LL. s.] 



PENNSYLVANIA
Explosion

SCRANTON, November 1. A tremenSCRANTON, November 1. A tremen-
dous explosion of fire damp occurred 
in the Delaware and Hudson mines at 
Mill Creek, Pa. at 9:30 A.M. Five men 
were killed. The dead bodies of Geo. 
Forsie, Dan Rupp and J. Kinney have 
been taken out of the mine. Two men 
are yet in the mine and a large force are yet in the mine and a large force 
are at work endeavoring to get them 
out. 

Fort  Wayne Sentinel
Monday, November 3, 

 A tremendous explosion of fire 
damp occurred in the Delaware and 
Hudson mine at Mill Creek, Pa. 
Sunday morning. George Fassil, 
Daniel Rupp, G. Kinney, Zach 
Thomas and D. Jenkins have been 
taken out dead. Their bodies were 
fearfully mangled. The remains were fearfully mangled. The remains were 
hoisted to the surface amidst weep-
ing and lamentations of friends and 
relatives of the unfortunate men. It 
is thought flames from the mine 
came in contact with the gas.

SCRANTON, November 2 - A tremendous explosion of air damp occurred in 
the Delaware and Hudson mine, Mill Creek, at 9:30 o’clock this morning. 
At  12 o’clock George Fosse, Daniel Dupen and J. Kenney were taken out 
dead; two men yet remain in the mine. A large force is working to get them 
out. There were five men in the mine at the time the explosion occurred - 
Thomas,Jenkins, Forcey, Kinney, and Rupp - who had been sent down a 
short time before to prop up a crumbling pillar. All were dead when found; 
the bodies of the three last-named were fearfully mangled and partly covthe bodies of the three last-named were fearfully mangled and partly cov-
ered by a mass of splintered timbers and broken coal. As the men were all 
killed, it cannot be ascertained how the catastrophe occurred. Three of the 
victims leave large families.

EXLOSION IN A MINE
Five Men Killed and Fearfully Mangled.

Galveston Daily
Galveston, Texas
November 4, 1879

Augusta Journal
Monday, November 3, 1879

bragg.melody



Evening Gazette
Port Jervis, N. Y.

Tuesday, November 4, 1879
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