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The Great Disaster at ths Clover
Hill Coal Pits.

FURTHER PABRTICULARS OF THE HEART-
RENDING CATASTROPHE.

We take the following account of the sad
disaster at the Clover Hill coal pits on Wedacs-
day from the Richmond Enguirer of Friday

These mineca, which have bsen worked for
nany years, consist at present, of three pits,
known respestively ns the Bright Hope, Rac-
cocn ond Hall's pits, and from these pits were
raised last year sbout 800,000 bushels of cosl.
Both of {he last nawed pits haring been for
some {ime submerged, operations in them wers
temporurily disecatinued, and the Bright Hepe
wine was the scene of a terrifia explosion on
Wednesday last, which, wilhoat 8 moment’s
werning, huried nearly a hundred bhuman
beings inlo eferuily ! What was the cause of
the disaster must ever remain au impenetrable
secret, for the lips of alt who might have ex-
plained the rayslery, are closed by the death
which spared none to tell the iale. It 3s sup-
posed, bowever, to been caused by the neglect
of & drucken gasman Lo discharge the duties of
hia office, whicli are to exnmine, with one of
‘Lavy's safety lamps, the condition of the air,
and ottend to Lhe praper vemtilation of the pits,
this venlilarion being kept up by means of doors
upening inte various portious of the pits, the
parificalion of the air in this mine brivg addi-
tionally sceured by 2 powerful wind fun driven
by the pit engine.

There ave, however, many olher causes which
may preduce sn explosion in the mines, one nf
these being o tumble, or {us it is 1echnically
lermed by the miners)a full, which oceurs when
u portion of 1he roof falling in, admils into the
pit the impare gnses which may have nesvinu-
hated abeve, and which, takivg fire from the
hghts used by the werkmen, is sometimes the
cunso of an explosivn; bul, 2y we huve alreudy
stated, the cause of the late disaster will never
Le ascertained.

We are roformed, howerver, thut o few days
vince a portion of the roof af this pit 1hreat-
eued < fall,” and that Mr. Owen wes prepar-
ing to put in segalers to prevent the danger.

Fhe pit Las two sbafls (used repecrively for
nseending and descending) rouning 850 few:
beneath the surface of (Lhe earth, but so power-
ful was the explosion thal the overseers on the
the platform at eulracee 1o the shalt were gront.
ly jsrred, aud so terrific the hent of buruing
gas that the rope to the bucket in which two or
tiiree poor fellows were ot Lthe time aseending
to light and life, wrs inatuniapeously severed
oy though by a knife, and the ushappy men
with lighining-like rapidity were burfed back
to un awful, buy happily, a speedy death.

The number of opeiatives in the employ of
the Clover Hill Cowpany is nearly 200, avd a
little village, with o population of aboul odue
thousnad, has sprung up in the vieinity of the
pils, aud when the iliags of the disaster,
which had killed zome sevenly wmen, gpread
through the villoge, the exeitement, sugpenze,
and agouy were inteuse.

The mouth of the pit wus seon surrcundud
by some hundreds of persouy, and the shyicks,
moaus aud lnnentations of (ke female friends
uf the vietims were indied harrvwing., Steru
men, who had fuced the horrors of many a bat-
tle-Seld, were unable to bear the hearti-rending
secue, and, weeping like children, teraed away
utterly samanned.

The following letler, which was received on
yesterday, will ewable vur readers faindy to
imagine 1he extenuand tie korrors of the ca-
tastrophe :

Crover ML, April 4, 1867.
D. 8. Wooldridge By :

LDear Sir—When the pit botlow way resched
lust evening it was ascertsined that Lhe lumber-
bouse ia the pit, which coniasined some pow.
der, was an fire. 1 cndeavored to get the men
to pul it out, which, no douodt, could have been
done: but the uen fenved the danger of anoth-
er explosion, und were unwilling to work. The
pit hae Leeu again exuained (his worning, aod
the tire is 30 small that jc could be mwnagod if
the men were willicg te risk the denger.—
Under allthe circumslances, I have determined
io snve the pit by closing both shafis. e are
now engaged in this work.

Al of the men, aboul sevenlyin number, and
all the mules thet were in the pit are of course
lost,  The bodies cannot be recovered until the
fire is extinguished and the pit is reopened.

Very respectfully, J. H. Cox.

Of the victims of the explosion some tweaty
or tweniy-five were white, the remainder being
negroes. We have beea unable as yet to pro
cure o list nf the killed, but give the names of
mosl of the white laborers whose dJuties
ealled them st ithat hour ioto the miues, and
the most of whom must, of course, be put upon
the dead list. The following were what nre
termed '‘Qiggers:” Joseph Clayten, E. Con-
dry. Jobn Garberl, George Garberi, Wilijam
Thomas, Beverley dAmmonetic, Peler Legasn,
George Moore, B. L. Jordan, Patrick Donnn-
hue, James Lockell, Henry Pulmer, William
Richards, Jobu Inske, Jsumes Kearsey. The
followiug are “tratlers:” N. P. Raberts, James
Ilarper, Richard Berry, W. A. Cole, William
D. Goode Jobin Weal, gasman, Thoman Mer-
shsll, gasman ; Georgo Berllsm, boy, driver;
Jack Bwith, overseer of truilers.

William B. Robertaon, “hasger on,™ o posi-
tion, which compelled liim to sinnd ut the foot
of the shaft,

Thomas Marghall, 8r., ig cerlniuly safe, us is
also Btis Martin ; and a3 the micers work in
pairs, il i3 aupposed that his partver, Jack
Streughas, is alae living,

Mites Ilackett, who was sick a short time
previons to the nccident, is nlso supposed to be
anfe.

The laborers inthe mines are dirided into
Lhe diggers, the Irailers, who move Lhe coal lo
the mouth of the shaft, and the drivers, who
attend to the teams.

Tle oules kiHed are snpposed 1o bo seven or
cight in number, and when the shaft was open-
ed after the accident, 1he bodiey of two of the
animals were found pear lhe fool of the shaft.

For a more accurate ncconnt of this awful
calamity, we musl awnit Lhe exlinguishmest of
the flunes nnd the re-opening of the pit, Tboth

Z of which objeeta may, we hope, be apeedily ac-

complished.
g e—a
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" "The Clover Hill Calamity.

FURTHER PARTICULAKS.

The Richmond Examiner of Skturday gives a
full aeconnt of the terrible dizaster which occurs
red at the Clover Hill Coal Pits on Wednesday.—
There were 69 persons in the pit at the time of the
explosion—30 whites and 39 colored—all of whom
are sipposed to have been instantly killed. We
subjoin the Ecanin er’s nccount of the dieaster:

AYTER THE EXPLOSION.

The report of the explosion called together
every pergoy about the mine, and inany (rom the
neighborhood. 1t is estimated that im less than
two bours, siplit buodred persang Bad eongrega-
ted there. The apguish af the wiver and chil
dren of the men who were in ibe pits, is said to
hare been extreme. Their cries, end sobs, and
Iraantic appeals to cll about them to try to rascue
their husbands asd fathers, was heartrending.

TH® DESUENT IXTO TER MINE.

Immediately after the occurcence of the explo-
eion, Captain James . Cox, Mr, Sameel Uwen,
superilecdeat, Mr. Thom&s Marsball, chief gas
man, end the hands on@side of the pit, mude
preparations to fSend s0me one down 6 en
deavor ta see whetber eny nf the Iaborers bad es.
caped death, spd to reoder them such assistance
as they conld, to sscertain ths ¢aunse of the ex-
plesion, end Lhe amount of damege dore. The
apparatus for descending had becn 20 cowmpletely
torn Lo pieces, that it required eowe two hours
aad r hall to get ready for the desceat. Baving
cowpleied their preparations, My, Toomay Mar.
shall, Sr,, Jobn Strong aud James Duggan de-
scended slowly, feeling their way as they went—
\Yihen they hagd pgolten within about one hnrodred
fxet of ths botlow, they called londly, tkinking
some of the miners might ba slive, and within
bearing, but they received so answer. They re-
lurned withoul going Lo the bottom of the shaft.
Iu ubout ar hour, they zsgain descended, 00k rope
with them to splice the telepraph wire, ant went
to the bottom of the pit. They found the reser-
voir for surface water st tha bottom of the shaft
titled with tha debris of the cages, broken timbere,
ste. They went sbout twenty teet, te the paint at
which the porthern level rups of. They here
found s dead wule, Nothing was seen of any nf
the miners. Mr. Marshall aitempted to pess inlo
the sputh shalt, bot found thy doora hlowe open
wud everything torn to pieces. Mr. Stroag went
vut to the north level, and found the mine on Hre
niar tbe powder wmagazipe. Fearipg that there
might be an exploricn there, he retTrned ta tbe
shaft aud came up. T

Captain Corx, wishing to do every:ibing in bis
power to relieve Lhe fifing ia the mine, if sny
were liviog, sent three men down sgain mext
worning. Thos. Marshall, Jr., white, aad Lewis
Cox and Ricbard Berry, negroes, dercended into
the mine. They made aa [ull exploration as they
were able to do and retoroed, ryporling tbe sawme
cuoditivn of things that the persons who went
down on Wednesday evening did. They saw nolh-
inp of aoy of the winers.

TRE SHAFTA 3TOPFED UP,

After the descent of the last party it wne de-
termined to etop the ahefts, Captain Cox and the
soperintendent, concluding that it was impossible
tu render agsistance to any of the miners, if livs
ing, but beiog perfeclly convinced that they wers
alt dead. 'T'be north shaft wae stopped, bni it was
fgurd iwpossible tu stup the soulh shalt, oo ac-
count of the smoke and impure sir 1hat was isau-
ing frowm it; and feering, aleg, that if tao much
air were sealed np berwetically in the wine it
would, by expaoding, cause another explosion,.—
The iesus of etwospheric air ceased on yesterday,
bewaver, nnd this shalt wis also stopped, 1t wag
absolulely necessary to pursne this course jo ordar
to extinguish the fire.

CONDITION AF TOE ¥INS LEFURE Yis EIPLOMNOY,

From the account of parlisa who left the pit
just before the explosicn, the ventilatinn woe per-
tzet. One of Lthem 2aid thatle wet pre man Wesls
a8 he came nut. He asked him “how was times.”
Weale repliad “all right.”” He waa on duty al
1o tiwe, and it is thought it was [rom his care-
lossnuss Lhat the explosion veeurred. le had fail-
ed to examiae chamber No. 8, io which the gas
kad accumulated, and where, it j2 Lhought, the
explosion toek place. He and the other assistant
gus mar, Tuowas Marshall, Jr,, bad been ordered
by tbe chisl ras man, Thomas Mershell, Sr., W
bave the duor lo thia chamber, which had been
broken dann, replaced. He paid desrly for his
want of care. Hw was unn of the wen kitled.

NAMES OF TRHE E(LLZD.

We gire below the names of the persohs «ho
were in the min2 st thetime of the explosion.—
No: ono of them bas beea heerd from, 1t is prab
eble that all whe were in Lhe northery part of the
wine wers killed instantly, Two wen were at
work on the south lesel, aad it is thought they
may have survived s short time,

The following are the namas of the white men
killed, witk nuwber of persons left by them un
provided far : Thomes Layion, wife and gix chil.
dren; Patrick Doopaboe, two children; Jamas
Locket, wifo 2ad four children; William Thomas,
wife and five ekildren; Beverley Amonat, wile and
three children; Joe Condry, wifo and eno ehild;
Jobm Aioeko, wife end three children; James
Ainsko, wife and one child; Jobn Weal, wilo and
five children; Peter Logan, wile; George Moore,
wife and six children; Jim Havper, wife; Nat Rob-
orts, wife; Albert T:aacs, wife end three children;
H. McGruder, wife and three children; Wiliiam
. Robertaon, wile and five children- George
Puckett, Tow Packett, Jim Puckett, not married,
but hava ope sister; Qeorge Traylor, mother and
two sisters ; Sammel Fowler, six childrep; Nick
Hackett, fother sud mother, aged sod infirm;
Rubert Bowmen, wife and tkree childres; William
Goode, wife and three children; William Cesley,
wife apd three children; William A. Cole, Thomas
Cosloy, Joun T.;Kerner, Total—30 men killed, and
81 woen and children utterly destitate.

The namss of lbe tegroes are as followa. We
could not leatn whetber they left femilics, but
suppuse mapy of them did. They are ol couree
destilute :

Carter Cox, Beverly Aopderann, (iles Palter~
son, Gus Cox, Dick Hobsop, Andrew Branch,
Henry. Finoy, Joho Artis, Washington Hunl, Wi, |
Simmg, Asa Colewsn, Edmusd Joner, Simoen
Stokes, Jobn Owens, Randell Jackeon, Williaw
Thweatt, Price Jackson, Charles Jefferson, Doctor
Vaulkez, Redd Jeffersen, Wilay @ibbe, Eflett
Treot, Edmund Jobneon, Joseph Taurpia, Phil
Bossivau, Henry Dossieau, Aaron Wood, LElijeh
MeTyre, Jim Selden, Danish Langford, Robert
Belman, Frank Wiles, Albert Joace, Dick Mann,
Danial Osboro, Henry Oweas, Denry Boward, Jer-
dan Gales and Williram Eirby.

These men were 8l laborers in the wine, trail-

e:z, baoksien, mule drivers, &c.
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EXTIERT OF THE IMT.

The pit is about three thoosaod five hundred
feetin ieagth from potth to south. The chambers
from which the coal i mined are sbuut Lhree
bundred feet apart. The “drifls” or passages
through the pits are twelva fee? wide.

Tbe mine was opened in 1837. Ap expluion
occurred in this pit in 1859, by which nine per-
sony were killed.

THE DISASTELR.

This is the most gerious winiog disaster thal has
ever accurred in the United Stales, sud but few
aoywhero bas bad mora victims. Let ve hope
that thie uay be the last it shall be our painful
duty to record.

MEETING GF TTNE BOARD GF DIRECTGRA.

The Board of Directors, William 1. Macfariand
Utg., President, visited the pils vesterday and
held a meeting. Mussre. Macfarland, Freeland,
tiaxall and Cox were present. The subject of the
explosion was fully ivvestigated, aod the facte
given abuve wera set before the oard.

Mr James H. Cox submitted the loflowicy re-

ort:
P ] waz formerly the Superintendent and Ganer-
al Agent of Clover Hill Raiirord Compacy, and
Premudoot of the Clover Hill Coat Mining Com-
pavy, end had, fer many )ears, charge of all 1h-
mizes st Closer il Last Japaars I resigeed
my | ostiin, and Ssiwel . Oneng, who had bean
m; chiefl wimng engineer fur abiub twenty vears,
*as appninred 10 ¥ place. Duoring the time of
my servics thore h~d becp revera! anall explusio: «
at same of the mines, at ali of whieh  have bien
present, exgerl en one accs-ion. On Wednesdoy
last, the 3% inatant, 8L 234 P M, I wacin wy
hogag, distapt about thiee quartera of anile fr
e pit calied “Lright Hope,” wheaz one of my
sareants raa in acd told tie thet be apprehend. d
that an explnaion had Laken placa at the pit, 23 lie
bad heard & lamd repott AGd shw sraoke aricing
froip the pit. limmedizitly lofz uy hna:e end
was satiefied of the reality of the reperd. 1at
once repeired tathe pit. When I reachea iy, 1
{aucd the masagers, with such of thy Jaborers za
w re vat of the pit, prepariog (o make 2 descent,
Snme delay was experienced o coupleting te
arrangemeni? 1o make 1be descast, so that thy
men did not reach the. bottom of the pit wotll
abont 5 o'¢clnck, Un their retarn they reported
that thece was a fire ina  small closet or jamber
house abolt foriy feet from the shafl battow. They
saw no tman living or dead, acd did not beljere
thera was a liviog man in the pit. Y arged (hem
Lo retarn 8nd make a further aad hiler eximion.
tion, with a view of seefog !f a single individual
might nut be vaved. [ was satishizd there was oo
danger of a second explosion at that time frowm
the fire at the place ¥ hero they raported it to be.
I evpealed to theto and ¢ Fuered themm a Iarge res
ward to dercend again, but they decliaed to go, on

the ground that ibers wnight be fire in the rise
waorkings, in which case there would be danger of
another explosivn. The mdrico of all the woest ex«
pericaced minere was, &t once to cloze the shafts,
bermetirally, and by excluding ammospberic afr
to extingubsb the fire, This coursa [ resiated with
tbe hope that f might prevail un partiey 10 de-
scend apain,

Enrly vext morniog I prevailed on three men
to descend, who returned and reported that the
fire was maderate in extent, but ¢ould ot be ex-
tinguistied with the mmen and mesns at oar dis~
posal. .

i waz then »atisfied that s} the unforiunates in
the pit were lost beyond hope, and the oaty thing
lefl was to elose the pit, [ then gave wy consent
that this should be doze. I believe thrt avery-
tbing that could be done, was done, to save life
ander the cirenmatances; but my belief now is
(from partia! examipsation made of the pit siney
the expiosion) tbat every men io the pit was
either instantly killcd or sucvired buta few mo-
wments, 1 em well acquainted with 1he arrange-
ments that have been ta existencs for ventilating
the “Bright Hope,” and ain satictied they were so
cowpleta that it faithfully executad there would
bave been no explesicn. -

By this deplorable aceident sixty-nina peracce
hava lost their lives—tbirty swhites and thirty-
nine colored.”

The sum of $1,000 »ns appropristed, onthe sug.
gestion of the President, fur the owediats relief
of the [milies of 1ho workwmen, white and colos-
ed. IL was ordeted 10 be placea in the banda of
Major d. P. Cox eod 3r, Semuel Owens, for the
benelit of their families. - -

Mesare, John Adeing, from the Natieral Cual
Miniog Company ; Thowmas Jewetl, from the Mid-
lothigm ;- lRobert Marka, trowm the Black Heath,
and Bobert Stragghar. from the Nvrwood Com-
pRoy. Were present, and gave the Board the beas
efit of their expericpee 6w the questivns befure
them.

Tho thanks of the Doard wire returned to
these gentiemen.

Colonel Woolbridge seat len hands to assist the
cempagy, for which the thenks ot the Bosrd were
tevdered hiw. The wectiog then adjourned.

RE-QPENING THE NINE.

It is not probable thal the wine will be re-upen
vd for thrge or four weeka. The late of the un-
furtuoate men who were in it at tho tiwe of the
explosion is begond doubt, and out of abondent
caution, Superintendent Utwrena is of the opinion
thal sullicient tite should be alivwed to elapee be.
fore the wine is re opened, to prevent any posai-
bility of the smoulderiar five being re-kindled by
the contact of utmonph - gir, i
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The Grsat Disaster at thn Glovsr
Hill Coal Pits.

FURTHER PARTICULARS OF THE HEART-
RENDING CATASTROPHE.

We take the following account of the sad
disaster at the Clover Hill coal pits on Wedacs-
day from the Richmond Enguirer of Friday:

These miocs, which have been worked fer
any years, consist al present, of three pits,
known respectively os the Bright Hope, Rac-
coen ood Hall's pite, aud from these pits were
raised lnst year sbout 900,000 bushels of coal.

Bolh of the last nawmed pits haring been for|:

sowe lime submerged, operations in them were
temporyrily discoatinued, and the Bright Hope
wine was the sceneof s terrific explosion on
Wednesday lust, which, wilkoot 8 moment’s
worning, hurled nearly a hundred buman
beings jnle eteruily ! What wus the cause of
the disaster must ever remain an impenetrable
secret, for the lips of alt who might have ex-
plained the myslery, are olosed by the death
which spared none to tell the tale. It is sup-
poded, bhowever, to been caused by the neglect
of 4 drunken gasman lo discharge the dutiesof
his oflice, whicli are to exanwine, with one of
‘Lavy's safety lamps, the condition of the air,
and ottend to Lhe proper veutilstion of the pits,
Lijs ventilation being kept up by means of doors
openiog iute various portious of the pits, the
purificalion of the air in this mice baivg uddi-
tionally secured by ¢ powerful wind fan driven
Ly the pit engize.

Theve ave, however, mauy other causes whiel
wyy preduce sn explosion in the mives, one nf
these being o tunble, or {us s is technienlly
lermed by the miners)afull, which oceurs when
u portion af the roof falling in, admils into the
pit the impure gnses which may huve acovinu-
fated above, aud which, takivg fire from the
hights used by the workmen, is sometimes the
cunso of uo explesive; bul, ay we huve alrendy
stated, the cause of the Jate disuster will never
be ascertuined.
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We are wformed, howerer, thut & few days
since o portion of the voof af this pit threat-
euerd <p full,"” and that Mr. Owen was prepur-
ing Lo put in sc¢alers to prevent the danger.

Fhe pit Lus two shafls (used repectively for
wseending and descending) vouning 550 fewd
bengath the surface of the enrth, but so power-
ful wus the explosion thal the overseers on the
the platform at eulreoce 1o The shalt were great.
ly jarred, and so terrific the hest of buruing
ga# thet the rope to the bucket in which two or
tirree poor fellows were ot the time pseending
to light and life, was instunlapeously severed
us though by o knife, and the uohappy men
with lightoing-like rupidity were burled back
to un awlul, but happily, a speedy deatl.

The number of opetatives in the employ of
the Clover Hill Cewpuny is nearly 200, nud a
little village, with o population of about oue
thyusnod, has sprung up iv the vieinity of the
pil?, aud when the tidings of the disaster,
which had Lilled zome sevenly men, spread
through the villuge, the exeitement, suspense,
and agouy were iutense.

The month of the pit wus soon surreundel
h_r some hundreeds of persous, and Lhe thyieks,
moaus sud hunentatioos of the fewale friends
uf the victims were indied harrvwing.  Steru
wen, who had faced the horvors of many « bat-
tle-field, were unable to bear the heart-ronding
seeng, aud, weeping like children, turaed nway
ulterly pnmanned.

The following letler, which was received on
yesterday, will evable vur resders Inintly to
imagine 1he extenunnd the horrors of the ca-
tagtrophe :

Crovee Ly, April 4, 1867,
. 8. Wooldridge Fag :

Dear Sir—Wheu the pit botlow way vesched
lust eveniog 1t wasascertmoed thal Lthe lamber- |
liouse in the pit, which coniained some pow. |
der, was an fire. 1 cadeavored to get the men
to pul it out, which, no dooht, could have been
done : but the weo ferved the danger of anoth-
ax explosion, and were uowilling to work. The
pit hug Leeu again exumined (his worning, aml
the tre is 30 small that ic could be munagod if
the meo were willing te rizk the donger.—
Under sllthe circumslances, I have determined
to save the pit by closing both shafis. We are
now engnged in this work.

Al of the men, nboul sevenlyin number, and
allthe mules thet were in the pit are of course
logt,  The bodies cannot be recovered until the
tire is extinguighed and the pit is reopened.

Very respeclfully, Jo . Cox.

Of the victims of the explosion some tweoty
ot tweniy-five were white, the remainder being
uegroes. We have beea unable 25 yet to pro
cure o list of the killed, but give the names of
most of the white laborers whose duties
colled them st that hour into the miues, and
the most of whom must, of course, be put upon
lbe dead list. The following were what are
termed "“diggers:” Joseph Clayten, E. Con-
dry. Jobn Gorberl, George Garbert, Wilijam
Thomas, Beverley stmmonette, Peler Legan,
George Moore, B. L. Jordan, Patrick Donna-
hue, James Locketr, Henry Palmer, William
Richnrds, Jobu Invko, Jswes Kearney. The
followiug are “ieailers:” N. 17. Boberts, James
Iarper, Richard Derry, W. A. Cole, Willinm
D. Goode Jobn Weal, gavman, Thomus Mar-
shaoll, gasman; Georgo Berllsm, boy, driver;
Jack Smith, overseer of truilerz.

William B. Kobertgon, “haoger on,”" a posi-
tion which compelled him to slond ut the foot
of the shaft.

Thoemsas Marshaell, 8r., igceriniuly safe, nx is
also BHis Martin ; aud a8 the micers work in
pairs, il iy supposall that his partper, Jack
Stroughan, 15 alzo living,

Miles Iacketi, who was sick a short time

| previons to the ncciden:, is niso supposed (o be
| anfe.
' The laborers inthe mipes are divided into
the diggers, the Lrailers, who wove Lbe coal to
the mouth of the shaft, und the drivers, who
aitend to the teams.

The wules kiHed nre sopposed 1o bo seven or
¢ight in number, and when the shalt was open-
ad after the accident, the bordiey of (wo of the
gnimals were found nenr the foot of the ghaft.

For u more accurate necount of thiy awful
¢alamity, we musl await the extioguizhmenl of
the flunes nnd the re-opening of the pit, “hoth
- of which nbjeeta mny, we hope, be speedily ac-
I complished.

gl i A = . .
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Tho Qreat Colli: loslon in Virginiae.
More than B?;G‘Ell.; Persana Eilled,
{¥rom the ltizhmont Enquirer, Aprll & 3

Most of vur teaders ave familiar with the coal
dug frem the Clever Hill pits ;o Chentorfield ovun-
ty, sbvut twonty-one milee from Hickmond by
read, and thiny-coo by rell; the cowpeny’s
branoh ratlresd, ninotesn miles in loogth, oun-
pootlag ot Cheatar, twolve milea from this alty,
with tho Righwond and B burg Hallrosd.
These mincs, whish Lave been worked for maoy
yenre, consiat ot presont of threo plts, known ro-
ipogtively oa the Dright Hopa, Racovon and Lall's
pits, ond from thess pila wore rainod lost Foar
nbuut 900,000 bushels of caal. Doth of the Isst
wamed pits laving hoen for some time sebmoergel,
oporatibne fo thom were tempurorily discontinued,
ani the Bright Hope mino was the sccoo of & tor-
rifio oxplestun on Wodnesdny last, whish, without
n moment's warnlog, burled noarly & hondred bu-
man beingt into etoruity. The disaster in sup-
poerd 1o have boon paursd by the nogleot of &
drunken gos-mao to disghargze tho dulios of bis
oflice, which are to examino, with one of Davy's
eafoly Inmps, the condition of the air, vnd attogd
to the proper ventllation of tha plts, this vontiln.
tion being kopt up by mesus of doors oponiog
Into varivus portivns of tho plits, the purificatiun
of the slr in this mlos being addiionnlly ancared
by & powerfel wiod-fan dricen hy the plt engioe.
‘Thero are, huwover, mooy other coussa whish
may prodoco an explosion In the mines, oce of
thern belog o lumbly, ur (as it jstothnloally torm-
ad by the winers} a fnll, whivh ccoura when = por-
tion of the rvaf [ulling lo admits intu the pit tho
impura guses whioh oy bave scoumulnind obove,
wnd whioh, taking fire from the plts ueed by the
workwen, are soweatimos the daase of an pxplonon

Wa ure lnfurmai thet & fow days since & por-
twea of the rool of thle pit threatoned *‘a full,’
and that Mr, Omea wos pmpnrilmuln put in scal-
erg to prevent the danger, Tho pit has two sbalts
{wted, revpeativaly, for necondlog and deeesoding)
runniog A50 feot banesth tho surfaco of the eorth,
but sn powarfol wae tho explosion that tho over-
#cors on the plotform ot the enteance to the shaft
worn graktly jarced, and so toreifie tho heao of
hurafng ges that the repe to the buckst, in whiak
two or threo fallows wore ot the time nscending to
ligbt end life, was inetanteoeously sovored, as
though by o knlfe, nnd tho uwohappy meo, with
lightning-like rapidity, worc hurled back to an

anful but baplly & speody death.

| oo yesterday, wlll ecabla oor tesdors falatly to

Tho onmber of operative in the omploy of tha
Ciover MUl Compony |2 nearly two huodred, aod
a Jutle village with o pepuletion of nbout one
thpueanil, oo sprung up 1n the vicinity of tho
plte, aod wheno the tidings of the dissster, abich
bnd kllied somo reventy men, sprend throogh th
vilinge, tho oxeltsment, and susponse wers Jolenze.
The wotth ot the pit wes sarronnded by somo
hundreds of pyryonn, ond the eheloks, moane and
Inmenixtions of the femele friends of the viotine
mere lodeed harrowing., Storo mmom who had
faged the horrors of many o battle.fold, wers
anable to bear the heart-rending toeme, and,
tu'plnlf like ohildren, toroed wway otterddy un-
menpet,

The followjng letter, which waz wan received

funngine the extent and the horrors of tho ocates.

trophe, |
. Crover Hice, April 4, 1807,
D, 8, Wooldridge, Eeg.t

Dean Sir :—Whén tbe pit Lottom was reachad
last evening, it wau sacertained that ther lumber
toase io the plt, whish contained some posder,
was on fire. I ehdencorod 4o get the meu te put
it out, whiah, b deubt, could bave been done |
but the men feared the danger of ansther axplo-
slon, and wero vawilllog to worl. The plt bos
bpen oxamined this morning, cnd the fire is sc
amall that It canld bo maoaged i the won wers
wlliing to risk the dungor. Tnder all thae circom-
moncor, I have dotermived 4o zavo the pit by
closiog boch tho sbafts,  Wo aro oow eagaged In
thia work.

All of the men, about ssventy in nowmber, and
sll the mules (bat were Ji the pit, are uf course
Tust., Tho bodics oaunoi bo rocuvered until the
fire i3 oxtioguished and the pit Teopenod.”

Very raapontfally, J. H. COX,



BUREAU OF MINES

SUBJECT: Gas explosion, Clover Hill Mine, April 6, 1867,
Chesterfield, Virginia, Sixty-nine were killed.

Gas explosion, Clover Hill Mine, April 6, 1867, Chesterfield,
Virginia, Immediate cause: Cause uncertain. Presumably
accumulation of gas in an upset where ventilation had been
interfered with. Gas inspectors had been ordered to place air-door
but cover had neglected to do so. Gas probably backed down to main
level where it came in contact with some workman’s lamp. Sixty-
nine men were killed.

[E&MJ Vol. III, 1867 - April 13., p. 47,48,50]
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! 'The {ollowing are the namas of the whtite men
killed, witk number of persons left by them un
provided far : Thomes Layton, wife and gix chil.
| dren; Petrick Dobppaboe, two children; James
{ Locket, wifo and four chbildren; William Thomas,
wife and five ckildren; Beverley Amonst, wile and
three children; Joe Condry, wilo and ono ehild;
Jobn Aineko, wifo and three childreg; James
Ainsko, wife and one child; John Weal, wile and
five children; Peter Lognan, wile; George Moore,
wife and six cbildren; Jim Hevper, wife; Nat Rob-
eris, wife; Albert T2aacs, wife and three childrep;
 H. MeGruder, wife and three cbildren; William {
B. Robertaon, wile and ve children- George
Puckett, Toin Puackett, Jim Puckett, not married,
but bava ope sister; George Traylor, mother and
two sipturs ; Samuel Fowler, six childrep; Nick
Hackeit, fother sod mother, aged snd infirm;
Rubert Bowmen, wife and tkree childres; William
Goode, wife and three children; William Cesles,
wife apd three children; William A. Cole, Thomas
Cosley, Joha T..Kerper, Total—30 mes killed, and }
31 wotwen and children ntterly destitate. ‘

The nams=s of lbe vegroes are as fpllowa. We
could not leatn swhether they left femilica, but
| suppose mapy of them did. Tbey are ol couree
destilute @

Carter Cox, Beverly Anderann, (tiles Palter~
son, GGus Cox, Dick Hobson, Andrew Branch,
Henry. Finoy, John Artis, Washington Hunl; Wi, |
Simms, Asa Conleman, Edmund Joner, Simon
Stokes, John Owens, Randell Jackeon, William
Thweatt, Price Jackson, Charles Jefferson, Doctor
Faulkez, Redd Jeffersen, Wylay @Gibbe, Ellett
{ Trent, Edmond Jobneon, Joseph Turpia, Phil
Bossivau, Henry Dossienu, Aaron Woed, Elijeh
McTyre, Jim Selden, Danish Langford, Robers
Belman, Frank Wiles, Albert Joacs, Dick Mann,
[anial Osboro, Henry Oweas, Denry Boward, Jor- |
dan Gates and Willlaw Airby.

Mhnwn riann masa 4l laharare o ia Inina "!‘ﬂ:l_

Victims of the Clover Hill Mine Disaster



Name

Thomas Layton

John Owens

Patrick Donnahoe

Simon Stokes

James Locket

Edmund Jones

William Thomas

Asa Coleman

Beverley Amonet

William Simms

Joe Condry Washington Hunt
John Ainsko John Artis

James Ainsko Henry Finney
John Weal Andrew Branch

Peter Logan

Randall Jackson

George Moore

William Threatt

Jim Harper

Price Jackson

Nat Roberts

Charles Jefferson

Albert Isaacs

Doctor Faulker

H. McGruder Redd Jefferson
William B. Robertson Wyley Gibbs
George Puckett Ellett Trent

Tom Puckett

Edmund Johnson

Jim Puckett

Josephy Turpin

George Taylor

Phil Bossieau

Samual Fowler

Henry Bossieau

Nick Hackett Aaron Wood
Robert Bowman Elijah McTyre
William Goode Jim Selden
William Cosley Danish Langford
William A Cole Robert Belman
Thomas Cosley Frank Wiles
John T. Kerner Albert Jones
Carter Cox Dick Mann

Beverley Anderson

Daniel Osburn

Giles Patterson

Henry Owens

Gus Cox

Hnery Howard

Dick Hobston

Jerdan Gates

William Kirby
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