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Terrlble Explosmn ab the M::.dlo*‘hxan
Plf:S' 11

THIRTY-FOUR PERSONS KILLED AND
TWELVE SERIQUSLY INJURED ! ! !

A terrific Q\}_)IOblle occumcd at the Midlo-
thian Coal Pits in Chesterfield county, about
thirteen miles from Richmond, on Monday
evening last, by which th irty four persons
were-instantly killed, and a 11umbor of others
so badly burned tha.t. little or no" hopes are
entertained of their recovery. Upto the verv
moment of the accident, the superinfendents
and employees in the pits felt pevfectly satis-

fied that there was nota particle of foul atr
afloat around them, and Mr. John Atkins,
the agent. looked upon the pits as being so
entirely free from danger, that he declared to
us that'he would not have hesitated to take
his family into them to rem=2in. Even now,

the cause of the explosion i3 entirely hid in-

mystery, and must ever continue $0, though
Mr. Atkins inclines to the opzmou that in
making a blast, an old shaft sink was acci-
dentally reached, from which poured forth a
volume of gas, that became ignited, and
swept as a besom of destruction through the
various avenues, dealing death with an un-
sparing hand, on all that came within its
course.

The explosion, says the Dispalch, caused

he earth, for miles ‘around the pits, to wave
and rock as a twig in the wind. "One oentle-
man, who was crossing the rmlroad, about a
wile from the pits at the time, said be felt the
rails reel under him; and another, who was
{ passing the road on horse back, declared tha
his beast staggered and trembled, as iff sud-
denly shocked by a tremendous galvanic bat-
tery. The centre boards around the shafts
were blown off, as if they had been pa-
per, and at the western shaft, two largecakle
chains were broken in two as easily as if' they
had been pipe stems.  Atthe time of the ex-
plosion there were three carpenters at work
on the top of the eastern shaft, abiout thirty-
five feet above the'groand. One of them was
so badly frightene A that he leaped to the
ground without incurring any injury, but
Sol Squire’” and the other one held on to
the beamns until the shock was over, and then
came down.

The Midlothian Pits have always been look-
ed upon as free from dauger; ‘consequently
the company found no dlﬂ‘lcult:, in euplov—
ing us many steady white miuers as they de-
sired; and if the explosion had  taken place
between the hours oft 6 and 12 o’clock, we
have no hesitation in saying that the loss of
life would bhave been trebled, and the number
of widows and orphans therehj created five
times as great as that caused by the accident

| at the English Pits in May last; but fortunate-

ly, the men were not allowed to make over
work, the supply of coal raised being greater
than the demand, consegquently, most of the:
white men had left the pits at 12 o' ¢lock, and
thereby saved their Jives.: :

As soon as the explosion was heard, all tlie
vorkmen above ground, from the Mldlmhmn
and English pits, hastened to the scene, and
I}l()pdlud to descend  the Western shaft, to
rescue those who might still bhe alive. Ay,
Job Atkins, the a.crent for the English pits, in
company with a number of nobls hearted
volunteers, descended the Enstern shaft as
soon a3 111(, could doso, and the two parties
numulmt{-l} set. about in search of such of the
miners as they might find ‘alive. They suc-
ceeded iv rescuing sixteén persons, more or
less barued, four_ whites and tw elve blacks,
and tock them to their ‘houses and the hospi-
tals, where they were un'uodm*vly pmu-c"
under medical treatment. l‘hcy nen discov-
ered about thirty dead men, seme of whom
they removed, and others they: were prepar-
ing torewove when we left the pits at half
past three o'clock, yesterday aftérnoon. Mr.
Atkins describes the scenc as heart-rending
in the extreme.. Some of the dead u,u:, the
flesh charred on their bones, held their shov-
els in their hands, others were holding to
their picks and drills; apd Samel ilunt, a
small boy, who had been deprived of reason
for the time, by the concnssion, was calling
loudly to. the mule,"he had been driving, to
go along. “Those who were not dead, as
soon as they heard the voices of their friends,
begged carnestly not to be left t, and then

prayed loudly for a few dro ops of cold  water

to quench their burning' thirst.

In one of the avenues, several tohs of stone
and dirt bad been thrown . Gown, beaneath
which was discovered the budm of u\ o of Mr.
Wooldridge's servants. : IS




cl

Wevisited the hospitals, and of' ali horrid
spectacles our ¢yes ever !JL-'uld the one there
presented to our view was the worst.  Some
seven or-eight negro menay there, the skin
burned nu‘n their faces, eyes, hands, arms
and bodies, as if they had been roasted, and

the groans that est dped from thost who were |

(onbuuus of theic suiferings could not ﬁul to
pierce the hardest heart.

Qut of ity persons inthe pits at the time
ot the accident, bul three escaped serious in-
jury, and these were colored persons, thougly
there can be very little doubt  that, many "ot
them were sufioeated by the ‘after damp,’”
rather than kitled by the explosion.

Fivervalualile mules employed inrthé? pits,

whichare 770 feet deep, were kitled by the

explosion.

We give below a list of the killed - and
Wouudcd, as faras it could be ascer tm m,d

L Wi PERSONS RILLED.

1()ma‘-‘t Dunn, an Englisliman.
Johu Evaus,
t‘

muel Gouldin) who'leaves  a wife and

throe small (}uh‘uu {o mourn hisJoss. Mr.

Gouldin was au overseer in the pits, and had.
a ‘dream on Sunday night that weighed hea-|

vily on his mind.  Betore starting toi.wiork
on Monday amoraing,” he conversed freely
with hig wife, and mnstructed her iow to act,
i’ he shoun!ld meet with auy w weident that duy,
After starting 10 work, e Sreturned | three
tities 1o kiss his little cknldv'en uud bid them
good bye. '

John Lester leaves a wife to whom he had
been murried but a shoro thpe,

Jonathan Jewetl, & Tad; thirteen years of
ave. - Oneof his brothers Wwas killed ju the
Engslish pits by an explosion last May.
Joseph Lowe, & young man, about 18 years
of age. ol L
WAILDE PERSONS, BURNED. '

John Howe, (lather of Juseph Howe, who
was killed,) badly burned. His recovery
hoped for.

Samuel Hunt, a boy, 14 years of age. Face

head, breast, arms, and ‘eves: burned. Dut
little hopes of his'recovery. This lad’s fath-
cr fell in these pits four months ago and was
killed: ‘ '

Nicholas Ham, (married but two weeks
since;) badly burned about the face; head
and eyes, and his breast completely roasted.
His recovery will be almost a miracle.

Thomas l\enedly, a lad 14 years of age,
was severely burned  about the face. aud
breast, huu hopes arg entertained of his re-
('m'uy

NEGROES BURNED TO DEATH.

Armistead Ritchie, Tich'd Hancock, Wil-
liam Harrod, Wilson Mills, Charles Wilsen,
Edwin Carter. Isaac Gault, Lewis Jackson,
Patrick W 1t(,helow Patnch Mills, Jordan
(roode, Isaac .mhn';on Herrod Pope, Will-
jam Kinney, Henry Pickett John Goode, S.
Burton, Bob Burton, Oran Lmtern Bob Ad-
.mm David Depp, P}nllpl* ster, Fendall Ri-
ley, Tleni 'y Spears;: William Purcell Fredd
Harris, A]f’rcu Wo o‘dndﬂemd Archer Wool-
dridge. . '

NEGROES INJURED
Dick Smith, slightly harned Isreal Wal-

‘ker, badly bmned Joel White, slightly; Jim

n.hl}s, dangerously; Jasper ].‘OI'bQ\, hadly;

1 Fred. Joncs bad, bu'f not dangerous; Antho-

ny Jones, sliv htlx Lewis \lmn'oe sn.c:l:t]v
Jolin (xmv suorhtlx leary Talhot shuhl]y
isaae Jimor badly; Diclk Dipp, dtmguoubly
burned.

A large number of the above servants were
owned lh the Midlothian Company, and ve-
ry fu\ of them were insured.

‘he injury to the pitsis serious, :md it will
cost a considerable outl: ay to getthem: fairly
under way ..,(Lm Mr. John Atkins, the
agent, is sa 1(1 to be one of the best miners in
this country, and in twenty years’ manage-
ment, hua hever met with an accident of the
kind vefore.

When Mr. Job Atkins entered the pits, he
imme dnt{l\ proceeded to extinguish all tra-
ces of fire, and thereby succeeded; in all pro-
Lability, in preventing a second explosion.

This accident has' thrown a deep “gloom
over the neighborhood in which it 0(.(1.111<.d,
aud wiil be the means, no deubt, of driving
many persons to seek other emn‘oy ment than
that of mining.




New York Daily Times
March 21, 1955

Teveife Explesion in Ceal Pits ut Cheoster.

- Geld, Va.
Riouwono, Tueaday, March 90.

A terrific explosion occurred nt the Midiothian
Coal Pita, Clesterfield, last eveming. Sixteen
persons were taken out living and eight dead, and
all will probably die. It i1s suppospd thege wore

fiy in the pit at the time.
canged by a blast.

explosion was

Fort Wayne Sentinel
March 24, 1855

Bagriaone, Thoreaay, March 22

The Coal.pit Explasivn at Rickewnd—Further
Lerticylirs.—The Richaucad dispaleh ctnlinw
fill partioulors of the cedl Nt cxplodm  at
Midiothian,

Thirly-four porsong wero jnotuntly killed ine
chuking twenty negevos @ il bwalva negrow and
live parsons were sa bally buened that vot oeer
Wiran or fanr of them can secover.

Tt pits wera ennvilercd pesfistly sufe and
freg feaaiy foul nir hut in making » bt an old
shnllaink wegs aoeklentaBly croshad, fon witeh
2 columie uf guy iaamd md igaited, caaring a
samst teerific oxplpdan, ud raking [he onrih
for siles rovnd (o waw gnd cruck alnilar o
the uiftoty 0F un enrthguaka,

Oser one lnwdasd of o whita myiners wore
foringately oat of tho (L 3t the Kime of the ¢x
pletion.

Evory cllart wau inunedialaly uada 10 yaspue
iha3a who were it killul. S of the doail
work foumd with the Nedy hurnad aff tho bonex
wnl &t balding (fcks, sluvels, &o, i thei
skoleton lisds.

The fnsdion thosa still alivo was hurne (0 thy
bony my i Jugd heen consted,

Particulars of the Kphosien at the Mid-
lothisa val Pils,
Gavrisike, Murch 21, 1853,
A gizpateh from Ehmond givas us the
full dirils of theexpliional the Midlothioy
| cnal pirs 1 Chesterfiel.  Thinty-{our persons
| wereinstently kitivd, izlmling twenty-eizht
negroes and six whttenon; and twelve ne.
wives, nod  five while grsnina were 50 badly
burivd that but three ofour of them cau pos.
| sibly recover.
‘The pits were copgizred parfectly eafe.

fram foul ois, but jdfmeing a blust, the ol
|shult sinking nccil@piily, crashad, from
| which pored fuurth ®isiume of gaa thut be-
[ come ignited,

The explosion conged se carth for miles a-
ronod to ware amd pac likn a twig i the
wiml,  Over one hindsd whily miness were
furiunndely ont of the plul the tima.  Every
effort was mals 1o e those that were -
live.  Baud men were mad with thy lesh
chareed 1o their banes hiding shovels, picks
ond dritlsin theie antle ‘The flesh on those
| st nlive is burned ta tk bowe, Bs il it had
|been roasted.  The pilare soven hundeed
amd seventy (eet deep.

Ohio Repository
March 28, 1855

Balimore, Mareh 22,

A Richmond dispnieh contamus full dotails of
tho oxplosion ut Midiothinn Conl Piws.  “Thirty-
four persona wera iastan!y kiltod, including 28
uemoos and 6. whites, and 1R negrows und 6
whito persons were ¥n bally burned thot bui
three o four can possibly rocover, The pits
woero convidared froo from toul wir, but in 1wuking
tho blum, an eld shaft sink was accidontnlly
erashed. from which pourad forth a vohune af
gns ihatguiteds  Tho explosion caussd the earth
for niiles uronnd 1o wave mid yuck like a twig in
the wind. Ovec 100 whito aniners were fortuns
atsly out of tho pit av the time. Every cliort wos
nnmodintely wnde ta rescue thoss Who weto atill
alive. Dead men werv found with flesl, kang:
ing to their bones. holding shovels, pieks and
drilly intireirhinnds,  The fedh on these: still a-
live ‘wpa burnt to the bone.awif fussted:  The pits
we 770 fncligl_e![». 1A'Tho pereons killaj) are Thoa,
Dyyph, Jeho Eyans, Englishmep, Samuel Golden,
Joha Leslér, Joouthan Jowit,Josoph Howe, woua-
ded, Jobn Howe Samuet Hiut, Nisholas Ham,
Thomnes Kemsdy,

Mineral Point Tribune
May 2, 1855

The Coal Mine Exploson —Wae give a fow par-
ticulars of the explosion wt the Mullothisn Coal
Miues, in addition lo thoee’ furnished by 1cle-

|u|l:|

‘e pita wrere considared perfecily safi, from
foul wir, hut in making n bipst, an old shafr, sink-
g accidently, crashed fiom which poured forth &
voluma of gas Lhel becarnw jgnited.

‘Tha explosion caused the ewrth for miles aronnd
to wuve and rock like a Inig in the wiml  Cver
one hundred white miners aere fortunately nuy of
the pit nt the lime  Every eoffor! was made to
rescud those that wete wlive  Dead men were
fowl with the fledh chrsred to their bones, hold.
ing ahovels, picks sl drills o thew hands, “1he
flesh on those still ulive is bumed 10 the bore. us
ifit had been ronsted. ‘Uhe pits are seven lun
drer wnd seventy foet decp
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Burlington Telegraph
March 31, 1855

Baltimore, March 21.

The Richmoud Dispateh is full of the details
of the explosion of the Midlothian coal pits,—
Thirty four persons were irgtantly kil'ed, in-
cluding 28 negroes; 12 nezroes and 6 whi'e per-
¢0.9 are 90 bacly burned that only three or four
possibly recover. The pi's were consider-
| eriectly safe and free from foul air, but on
| ng 8 blas', an old shafl-sink was acciden.
| ally crushed, from which poured forth a vol-

g

B

- ume of gas that broke inte an ignited explosion,

caugad the earth for miles sround to
and rock like » twig in the wind. Over
' winers were ioriunately out of the
pit ot the time. Every effort was immediately
made Lo rescue thase o'ill alive—the dead men
were found with ‘he @lesh burnt to the bones
Mding o! ovels, picks and drilis in their hands.
flesh on those still alive was hurnt 1o the
bones as il rossted. The pits are 770 feet deep.
The white persons kilied are Thomas Daun aad
John Evane, Englishmer; Saml. Gouldin, John
| 'c.;'dh;:nbﬂo.o :-:‘u rnh.
. " . Howe, Nicholas

Ham and Thomas Kennedy. :

i’:

|




March 19, 1855
Midlothian Mine Disaster Victim Names
from Petersburg Daily Express for March 22, 185

55 Victims
Killed Injured
Thomas Dunn John Howe
John Evans Samuel Hunt

Samuel Gouldin
John Lester

Nicholas Ham
Thomas Kenedly

Jonathan Jeweti Dick Smith
Joseph Howe Isreal Walker
Armistead Ritchie Joel White
Richard Hancock Jim Mills
William Harrod Jasper Forsey
Wilson Mills Fred Jones
Charles Wilson Lewis Monroe
Edwin Carter John Gray
Isaac Gault Henry Talbot
Lewis Jackson Isaac Minor
Patrick Wichelow Dick Dipp’
Patrick Mills

Jordan Goode

Isaac Johnson

Herrod Pope
William Kinney
Henry Pickett
John Goode

S. Burton

Bob Burton

Oran Lantern

Bob Adams

Henry Spears
William Purcell
Fredd Harris
Alfred Wooldridge
Archer Wooldridge






