




New York Daily Times 
March 21, 1955 

'l'entae --.z..a.a I• � PIia ac Olt..cer• 

� .... , ..... 
Run1110110, "l'aaday, Karcb to. 

A tt?Mc uploaion OCCllJ'red at &he MJdloihiu 

Coal Pila, Cuaa.r6eW, Lu& eYnf■g. �ideen 

P8IIIIOU were lal.en OGt liYing �d eiabt dead, and 

all •ill prolMbly die. h 1s auppoefd lhere ••Hre 

fit\:, ill 1lle pit ac the tun.. The uplo■ion was 

c-�b:,a blue. 

Fort Wayne Sentinel 

March 24, 1855 

1Ju.-r1;1utu; 'fhun11!\y, Nmch �� 
'/At Coid.pil Rrplllfii>11111 l:idu:wml-•l"lltlA,r 

l'�rtin1/11r.s.-111fJ llkl1b1C,ml di:.(l."llck et,ul11i.tm 
ruu 11:1,1i.wlllfll; or 1111: � 1lit �q,to.i,"' -.t 
1,liilloChiari, 

Thirty-t1ur persona were i11::.ti111lly killfJ ,in• 
r.lm!iuD lWC�tt ntl(WOII: 111111 Lwulvu nr.,rl).,;i 111111 
liro pur:wu:1 wcr.: ,m l,1ullj lmr11cd d111.1 uot ,._�, 
llmm nr fimrofthe1n ct111J'1:C1m:r. 

•1,,11 r,illil wcro <JU11iJcr\:tl J"-.,.ft:etly ,c1(t :uul 
rrcu rr\>fh rn:11 nir lnrt in m:lkm11 n hi»&. •n '-'Id 
J1nn..11:11� 1\ .. ,4. :\1-,'1:"lr.ttlJIUy 1:ru1tltw1 rnnH ,.htOh 
& \'Vl11t1\t: �r r;.11 i,:.-n�I m.1111 ig11ilt11, 1::t1uii11g a 
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!111\ l.ltfoot.1 of 1m c1u:thcp1a.\:01 

U\'Cr 01\C. lnmJh.J M 11,0 wliit.1 !'J\itltr:t ,.,.o,c 
furh1n:1t�)' out oh�� p:� -1L the tfott- of ll1t u .. 
pllr,ion. 

1-�YOI')' c«ore. t-1·41 ipmic<l!�Wy ri!ada to f0:'('l11r. 
lha3ol \\·J,o wcr.:: uril �ill�I. �mw.- or Iha d<A,1 
WOr{: rf)11n1l with Iha lie.◄!\ l111rnl\1I 11ffll10 �t,.u<.-:< 
1u11I Alill bolding 1iic\:�, �hut<!l<, &o. i:\ th1,1h 
11kufolun 111\1111�. 

·n.o H1-ul1 rtt1 11,o.-, �till :iii\'.:, w:u1 lrnruo1l to U111 
l.1(Utl\ � if lt:1d ll,.c;,1 rt,l,,"\¥ti.od, 

Pnrliculnrs of Iha hplosion at lhe Mid• 

Jotbi&n oal Pits, 

B.<L'tlllR<, �lurch 211 1555. 

A di,poloh (rum kl11nurnl �i•�• us (h• 
r,,11 cl1•111ils of 1lwexpl,io11 RI the �.i<llo1h1•11 
c"•I pi1s 111 Ch�sl,•rfi�I, Thirty-four per1011s 
\\t!'rc insla11tly kill� ji:ln1ling twi:rnh'•l!l:;hl 
11t-gr1,t,•i; rrnd :-ix wltnemm; t111J l\\'t.'h'd r1e• 
cruL' ... , 1u1J lh·e wb11e �nsna:1 Wt!rt !iO bJ.tlly 
hum,d 1h01 but 1hre� oJouruf them ca11 pos­
•ibly reeusu. 

'fh� pit• werP. co i,ml porfoctly ,aft. 
frnm foul uir. but · i; a blust 1 the ohl 
sh19ft t-inkiUJ!. ncci illy. cr1L:Sltdd1 from 
which pour,J fuurth "'"lum� of g•• 1hut Ii.,. 
rumt: i1?11ilttd. 

The �xplo;ion co,ised io earth for miles a· 
ronrnt to wRrr n1ul ftlC lik,, a lwig iu lht1 
win,I. O,·er one h1111d1,I whih! mi,1ers w,,rt1 
r11r1unn{Plf OUI 11f 1lw r.luL lhe tint�. E�·�rr 
dTort 1,"t\:! ma•[� tn r1t,,•ti those lbal were It• 
l11·c. JR,t! n1e11 "·'"'e ,unt! wi,lt th" II.sh 
ch11rr1•,I 10 their bn11ra hiding 1ho•el,. pick• 
""" 1l rill, in their hand, Th,· ile.•h on tlto,e 
,t•ll nlivd i, burnr1I to 11, buu�, 115 if it h•,I 
been roa,1p,I. Th• pi.I are se<�II hu11Jred 
uud seventy fo•t dee11--

Ohio Repository 

March 28, 1855 

!l.1l.i111orc, :'lfnrch •n. 

A Rich111011J ,lispllh:h COlltlllllS full ,lottlih ot 

tho oxplOl!itm ut Mi,IIMl1i1111 Co11l l'ii1. 'Chilly• 

four p�r�o11a wero i118H111t!y killa,1, inclrulini; 28 

11�11100• •n•I 6. wlli•�•, o.1ul l� negro,,s 11nu i 

whitu pcr.011• were �r> �:1,Uy l,urucd tl1u1 l.tm 

1hro" or four ·1:,111 pos�tl.tly rnc,,vor. Tho pits 

we.-c con•i,luroJ froo from to1\! 11ir, but in m"l,;111; 

tho l,1t,.1, n11 ol<l ;hnft sinl;; "'Ill ncoidol\t11lly 

i,rn-1hc,t-1,0111 which rournJ fortn " vuhuno nf 

i:ns 1hnt 1gtlite,l, Tho o.r.['l,,�i,.,n anu1u<l !ho cnrth 

for mile� 1uo1111t.l 10 wnvo_ 111\J 10,,k like ll lwii; i1� 

tho wii1J. Over 100 whi10 u,iuer• wer<1 fortuu, 

tatuly out of. tlio pit nl tho tit:ne. E\'ery cll'un wo, 

11ntm11,li11tel)• mmlo L<1 l'OdCUI' tlloeo wbo WIHO elill 

11live. Dead inel) w&ru fount.I with noeb-, luma· 

ing le> tb�lr boriu ·holclin1 ohovc,18, pieb •n<l 

drill¥ ln•-weit�11N1d�; Tho n.,h on.tbesd• 114ill ll• 

llvt � .. bur11L to tbe bo110,1111,if,�1tocl-.: The (rill 

ue 7?!) fi,�t
,.

J!!l'• ii 'l'.hu iP"•o111 kill� ,air«> TbGe, 

°'� JAh«l Era� ;li:o•U•h�p, Samuel Golde,� 

Joh■ I.e1l•1,Jooutb1111 J 11>111it,Jo1oph Ho.w•,WOIIG• 

<l111l, John Howe S�uel H\lut, N!ebolu Ham, 

Tho,111111 Kelfll-elly, 

Mineral Point Tribune 

May 2, 1855 

'J'/w Cacal Jfw Eql#lll"-Vi• ,:,v., 1, (ew pnr­
ticulara of tbt upl•ian al 1h1t M111lothiar1 Cc,al 
Mino, in adJition la •b-· furnisbtll by t�!e, 
1raph 

Th• rr!h ..-,re eonlidutd perfectly nlil, rr11m 
foul air, hut in niakior ,, 0111-st, au old abarr, ,iulc­
init accultntly, cr111Md r,om whieb poured for1l1 � 
vol umn of 11•• tba\ Ii.cam• ji;nitcd. 

Tktd nplo1ion eauae<l the ,arlh for milfturmmtl 
to wk•·• anJ rr>ck like ll '" i

j[ 
in the wuwl O,·er 

ene bu111lreol white minera "'�re fo11�m1ttly nu, ot" 
the ph ftl tL� Htnt R•ny effi)rt wu m",1,, 10 
fflCIII 1lmae that wel-• Dlivt .D<!ad m�n w,•r� 
fournl witb lhe fie-ti ��1r.1l 10 tll9ir bone,, holtl• 
•nfll •hovela, picks 11,1111 .!,ill• 11> tl,e,; hnu,h. 'l hr 
n�rh on tho1e atUI vlhn i� l>unieJ 10 rl,e lmnr. 116 
ir it h nd bet o 100,red. 'l'he pilt �re lle'Veu lt,m 
Jreti •nJ .evenly liltt de<'p 

bragg.melody
Rectangle



Burlington Telegraph
March 31, 1855



 
 
Killed 
Thomas Dunn  
John Evans 
Samuel Gouldin 
John Lester 
Jonathan Jeweti 
Joseph Howe 
Armistead Ritchie 
Richard Hancock 
William Harrod 
Wilson Mills 
Charles Wilson 
Edwin Carter 
Isaac Gault 
Lewis Jackson 
Patrick Wichelow 
Patrick Mills 
Jordan Goode 
Isaac Johnson 
Herrod Pope 
William Kinney 
Henry Pickett 
John Goode 
S. Burton 
Bob Burton 
Oran Lantern 
Bob Adams 
Henry Spears 
William Purcell 
Fredd Harris 
Alfred Wooldridge 
Archer Wooldridge 

 
 
Injured 
John Howe 
Samuel Hunt 
Nicholas Ham 
Thomas Kenedly 
Dick Smith 
Isreal Walker 
Joel White 
Jim Mills 
Jasper Forsey 
Fred Jones 
Lewis Monroe 
John Gray 
Henry Talbot 
Isaac Minor 
Dick Dipp’ 
 
 

March 19, 1855 
Midlothian Mine Disaster Victim Names  

from Petersburg Daily Express for March 22, 185 
55 Victims 

 




