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For the subjoined graphic account of the re.
anarkable disnster at Carbondale, and the aimost
miraculous eseape of m man who was buricd in
the erushed mines, we ara indebted to the Rev.
Mr, Rowl pastor of the Presbyterian Chureh
in thiseity, The narrative is cqually interest-
ing and extraordinary.
Coirespondence of the Commercial Advertiser,
Hoxespare, Jan, 15, 1846,
On Mondsy morning last, about nine o'clock,
nn aceident occured in the coal mines of the
Delaware and Hudson canal company, at Car-
bondale, which has produced ccnsiderable ex-
citement in the community. A large portion of
the hill or mountain into which the mines ex-
tend, fallowing the law of gravity, suddenly
descended on the honey-comb cavities within
its bosom, burying all the unfortunate indivie
duals within its reach. Very inany ncres des.
cended in & mass; and so great was the pres-
sure of the atmosphere, occasioned by this de-
cent, a8 to shoat out from the mouth of one of
the mines, ae from a cannon, a train of cars
with a horee and boy, throwing them to a con-
siderable nce. Think of e bellows moved
by mountain power, and you will forma very
correet iden of the blast, ful te relat
| fifteen individuals were beneath the decending
mass, only one of whom bas had the good for-
klunu to cscape; and his adventures exeeed
jevery thing on record. The remaining four-
| teen are buried alive, if not erushed, and may
‘ be now hopelessly wanderinggn those gloomy

caverns, beyond the reach of human aid, snd
| shut out forever, in all probability, from the
 light of day.
To present a distinet idea of his occurrence,
1 must fiest give a beief deseription of the mines,
and the maaner of working them,—There ure
several openings to the coal, which are number-
edns 1,2,3, 4, &e; two of them are above the
bed of the Lackawana, and the others are below
it. ‘These openings are holes in the side of the
hill, about six feet by eight, and are the main
| entrances to the minee. From theee mi
areronds leading into the interior of the moun.
tain, following the dip of the coal, sametimes
descending. The extentof the mining opera-
tions will be pereeived from the fact that there
are thirty-five miles of railroad laid woder
| ground, in the bosom of the mountain including
| n roads with all thei: ramifications,
conl lies in a horizontal stratum of from
| four to six feet in thickness, betwoen strata of
siate.  The method of mining is, to eut out and
| remove the cosl, leaving only piers of it to sup-
port the hill above, nided by woaden props made |
| of sections of trees, cut oi o suitable length.
As fast ns the coal
branches of the rosd are abandoned. and the
mnin avenues pushed on the coal beyond. In
| this way the eoal lins been removed tor n mile
and n half under the monntain, and the roads |
extend that distance —About a mile from the |
mouth of mine Na. 1 an air-hole was cut to the
| surface, up an inclined plane, by which aecess

o removed, the lateral |

) W

that he had better wait till he could go with him,
and they would examine the mines together,

Mr. Hosie went on, however, into No, 2, in-
tending to join Mr. Clarkson prosently, and had
proceeded about & mile when st
mountain over bis head descended anaw.
ful erush of every thing which oppose pro-
gress,and shot down over him filling up the
rosd with crushed coal and bending him double.
leaving not a foot of space between the golid
mass above and the crushed coal bilow. The
distance descended wan the height of the mine,
o from ix to eight feet. Sogrest was the
pressure of theair that it produced n painful
sensation as if some sharp instrument had been
thrast into his eare.  All was total darkness,
every light in the mine being instantly extin.
guished.  Ever and anon the thunder of the ful.
ling masses roared throngh the caverns. After
ble length of time for the rocks

ingy Mr. Hasie began ta remove the
loose material around him and to ereep, Ile
tried one way and it was closed. He then pro-
eeeded in the other direction ; and after nine
hours incessant Loil, erceping, removing loose

Here he tried to strike s light, but his matches
had become damp and would not ignite. He
then felt around him, and discovered by the dic
rection of the railroad that, instead of making
liis way out, he had gone farther into the mine,
and was cut off from & return by thé niass which
had settled down upon the rond.  He then be-
thought him of the air hole, and attempted to
reach it; but that passage had beew crushed in
and closed. Being in the vicinity of the mining
operations he found some pawder, and spreading
it on the floor, endeavored with a pick to ignite
it, but could not. e found a ean of oil,
which he reserved in case of necessity to use
for food.

All was total darknese, and the part of moun-
tain over him wi lso settling, throwing off
huge pieces of slate and exposing him to immi-
nent danger at every step; for but a part of the
mass abave had come at once, and the other
seemed likely to follow, Sensible of his danger
Mr. Hosie protected himse!fas woll as he could;
he wound up his watch, and felt the time by
the hands. Ho also; witha piece of chalk,
wrote in different places his name and the hour
when ke was at certain pos Being in total
darkness, however, he missed hie way, but was
led through his scquaintance with the
mines to get himself right, 1le frst tried to
reach No. 1, but after toaling to that raad, found
| that it was alsocrushed in. His only chance
seemed then to proceed at right angles with the
| main srieries of the mines and pass over to No.

3, and this he labored to do in aceordance with

\ his best judgment.
Atone time he passed through a narr:
trance into & chumber, and in end
| creep out on the other side, ha was exught in
| @ narraw place by the hill abave settlinz down

. | come down suddenly in &

| conld be had 10 the surface of the earth, and | upon him, and remained in this posit
down which propa were taken. The exeava. | hour, expeeting to die there, Bt another set-
‘ tian for coal extends half a mile or more beyond | tling of the mass erushed out rome of the mate.

| this openiog. 1t was in this vicinity that the
| necident accurred, and by elosing the moath af
| his prasage cut off all hope of escape to those
| within, in this direction,
| As fast as the col is removed, no particular
care i# taken 1o support the mase above, in the
chambers which are abandoned; the props are
| Telt to decay that the rock and earth may gradu.

}.m settle down and fill up these cavities, as |

it has done in former instances; butesre is |

’Inlen to gunrd the main avenues to the coal |

from being thus obstructed.

"The coal lies beneath n mass of , abave
the slate is the saad stone rock, and above this
larogravel and soil. 1 have often roticed, in
| passing through the wmines, that many of the
ends of the props, which support the slate above,
were sliivered like a broom, from the
sure on them ; and | never raw this indication
| without thinking what it happen, should
the mass from above take n notion suddenly to
descend, and slways breathed easier when | had
passed through the mines and emerged to the
light of dny.

Symptoms of the working of the mass above
hiad been for eome time obeerved and these
ased for u few days

Every thing was
done which could be done theso circum-
nces 1o avert danger. No one supposed it
possible that tho rock above would proveso firm,
or thatit would setile suddenly or in & mass.

Only afow of the workmen, of whom there
are nearly four hundred employed in the mines,
had gone in on Monday moring, when Mr.
Cllrtm. the superintendent, d-novorld the

and

pres- |

rols around him, and hie was enabled to free
Ihimeelf and draw buck inio the chamber of the
mine, In returning, however, tothe hole by
which he had effected his entrance, he found 1o
¥ that it was closed ; and he was com-
| pelled w I=uu new passage aud finally 1o dig
his way out with his hands.

“Thus, afler working for more than thirty-six
hours, he at lengt reached No, 8, where he
| rested, and then whea the hill had partistly cea-
sed ita working, proceeded toward the mouth
of the mines.  On his way he met Mr. Bryden,
one al the superintendents, who, with liis me
was exploring the cavern with lights, in se:
| of and at about five o'clock in the mor
| ing e emerged to the light of day, baving been
given up as dead, and boen carcerated in utter
darkness beneath & settling mountain for
| eight hours,  Mr. losie told me many of th

particulars, and the others | gleaned from the
| principal officers of the company, to wlhom they

were narrated,

Atone time Mr. Hosic saw light= ata dis-
tance, but they soon diminished.  They were
the lights of men in No. 8, seeking for him.
These lights however assured him that he was
pursuing the right course.  Mr. Hosie's hands
were seratehed and cut up by wor
be completely covered with sores.  He never
for one moment lost his sell-possession, and to
this fact, added to his tuet and perseverance, is
1o be aseribed his deliverance,

There were about forly men in the mines
when the eatastrophe occurred, snd the twenty-
six who escaped owed their preservation, in 8
great measure, to Me. Bryden, one of the super.

'y sl soine
bands to work in propping up the shite. On
coming out of the mines, aboul 3§ o'clock, he
met Mr. John Hosie, (whio is well known on
Croton water works as one of the ablest masons,
and who has been in the Hudson and Delaware
Canal Co's smployment for about & year, pre-

who condusted them out with great
coolness and self-possession, while portions of
the hill, other than those which fell firsi, were
settling down around them.  Lesrning that one
poor Trigh laborer, who had been struek down
by the slate, was lefi, with his leg broken, he
went back alone and brought him our. Bome-

man atter him, through crevices whicl wer
soon afier closed by the wettling of the hill, In
two hours more the whole had shut down, so
that if he hnd Leen left his death would have
becn inevitable, Thanks to Mr. Brydenfor his
coolness, intrepidity and humanity.

The Jreatest possible eflirts are now made
by working night and duy to reach the place
where the fourteen were at work ; but faint
hopes, however, are cherished respecting them,
“T'he places cannot probably be reached befure
the middle of next week, if then.  The probs- | *
y is that they have been crushed to death,
Most of them were men with families. One Loy
only is known with certainty to be dead.

Except for the loss of life, this unforseen oc-
currence is not much to be regretted, nor will
it grently impede the company's operationasince
it has oceurred at about the time when it is usu-
al 10 euspend Inbor fur a couple of muntie, to re.
pair for the Spring, and every thing will be
rectified before them.  The immense strength
of the rock above prevented the il from set-
tling in the vsunl way ; but now down, it
is W be rejoiced 8 it frees from future dan.
ger, and the roads when reopered will be per.
fectly secure, It was an innovation for it to
stend of the
quictdrecent way it hus adopted i former instan-
ces, and no human foresight could have predic-
ted the mi of 1ts descent, nor eould human
prudence, in the present state of knowledge,
tive provided against it

The quantity of the mountain fallen is vari-
ously estunated.  Mr. Beyden sanl that it” was
about three quarters of & mile long, by half a
mile in width,  Mr. Clarkson said that it was
about half a mile long and an eighth wide, In
the former case it would be sbout 240 acres,
wnd in the Intter 40ncres. Mr. Archibald, the | |
chief superintendent of the m rail rosd,
whose science and practical tkill are not ex-
ceeded, estimates the amount fullen at far lees
than either of the aesistants,  Since the first
mvalanch, it muet be borne in mind, however,
many other portions have gone down.  What
the extent of the whole is no one can conjee-
ture with any spproximation to certainty ; ani
it is exceedingly difficult at present to get any
accurate information respecting it.

1 donat know that the company have any
intereat either to magnily or conceal the mat.
ter, inasmuch as it is more likely to prove a be-
nefit than a damage 10 their fature operations
The only expense attendiog it will be to re-
pair the rosds wnd remove the obtructione; but
these will then be saler; and the knowledpe
nequired by this experience may prove of the
grestest utility hereafier.

‘The occurrenes seemed 1o me sa unidke any-
thing 1 ever heard of, that | commenerd wri.
ving the account of it to my friends s bat it hins
proved so long, th
mun. 1 eoncl
most of a
y way, if they ik

3 l vach of them.—
aders nlen to whe
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=

s = =

=

o save the
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tiphieation of
10 ¥our paper,

I A. ROWL,

The improvements in the methad of warming
dwelling-houses, which have bean introduced inte
the City of New-York within the last two yvears.
have effected almost an entire revolution in this |

of eur domestic 2 M1
E L Miller, of Broaklyn, was the first to intro. !
dues among us the present admirable system of
air-furvaces.  He bas recently, bowever, intro-
duced into bhis own bouse, 53 Clark-st. an arrage-
for warming by air radiated from «m-l

ated surfuces only s in other words, a hot-wa
The
|

ter furnace of an eutirely Lew constiue

paratus is placed in th
re space

house, o€cupies 1o 1
hot-air fu
the b
but the quant
character
delightful
ed with the greate

w0 of the fuel i regu
precision by means of &

by the expansi
air combined, s0 us to consume a
quantity of eoal, from 50 ta 100 Tbs. in the twen-
ty four hours, acearding to theatate of the weath.
er. Thespace we saw wermed to the tempera-
ture of 68 10 70 degrees, comprises twe very
large four houses, 64 feet front by 50 feet |
deep, containing about thirty reams.  The heat
may be carried to any desirabla distance, say
from one to two hundred fect from the furnace-
chamber, and its capacity for heating may be
preportioned 1o buildings ofany size, while the
peculiar purity and salubrity of the atmospl
produced by this mode of heating, renders it par-
ticolarly desirable for dwelling-houses, apart-
ments for the sick, conservatories, &e. &e,

Mr. M. has erected hi ot only for
the puarpose of warming his house, but for exhi.

ting its operation, which he will be most hap-
py todo to any gentleman who may wish to ren.
der his own house more than comfortable, in the
most efficient and economical manner —N.

1846 Delaware-Hudson Mine Cavein
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