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INTRODUCTI OR

About 6345 otclock on Thursday morning, June 5, 1919,
ninsty-two (92) men lost their lives in Baltimore Tunnel Fo. 2
Mine, dus to an explosion of black blasting powder, forty-fowr
(44) were more or less seriously injured and seven (7) escaped
'tmih;]ured.

The accident occurred only a short distance inside

the mouth of Tunnel No. 2 Mine,

GENERAL INFORMATION

Location:~ The Baltimore Tunnel Noo. 2 Mine is located in the.
BEast End District of Wilkes Barre, Pas, and the mouth of the tun~
nel in which the accident occmrred is about one mile from thse

heart of the citye

Ownerships- The mine is owned and operated by the Delaware znd
Hudson Coal cem, General Offices Scranton, Penna,
The personnel of officials is as follows;
L. F, Lores, President, New York.
Charles Dorrance, Vice President and General Manager, Scran-

ton, Pa, _ ,
R. H. Buchanan, Asst, General Manager, Scranton, Pa.

Number Employees:- The Baltimore Tunnel FNoe 2 Mine empleyed about

four hundred fifty men at the time of the disaster,
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Veins Worked:=— Four veins are worked, as followsg Tunnel,

Stanton or G. Vein, Baltimore, and Red Ash,

There is considerable variation in thickness of these
seams, 2ll of which are pitching, The tummel in which the ac-
cident occurred is driven through the rock on a slight wp grade
and intersects the several seams worked, The tumnel is used

for drainage, ventilation, and as a main haulags waye

STORY OF THE EXPLOSION.

On the morning of the accident the man trip was made
up near the tunnel mouth as usual, The trip consisted of thir-
teen cars and carried, according to the best information, ons hun-
dred forty-three mem, twenty-four kegs of black blasting powder,
end soms drills and possibly other toolse

The last, or thirfeenth ca.rf,_ had barely cleared the tun-
nel. mouth when, dus to some trouble ahead with the trolley wire,
the nbtor was detached from the trip and ran ahead 256 feet and
stoppeds (See Sketch A). 0n account of the delay oceasioned,
the men began getting out of the cars, at which time the explosien
is said to have occurred,

Within an hour after the explosion, all men had been re-~
moved ‘from the minee Rescue apparatus was not used in the re-

covery work, (See Sketch B for outside features)e
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Burean Activitless~ Upon receipt of notice of the accident in Pitts=

burgh abgut noon of June 5, Bureau of Mines Safety Car No, 6 was im-
mediately ordered to the scene of the accident, ' Upon receipt of
subsequent information to the effect that all bodies had been recove
ered, the car was stopped enroute,

¥r. Henson arrived at the mine a few hours after vthe acci-
dent, Messrse. McCaa and Pa.i-ker arrived the morning of June 6 and

‘Messrse. Howell, Ilsley and Gleim arrived the morning of Juns 7.

EVIDENCE AND CONCLUSIONS

Generals:= A 300 volt trolley system is used in the haulage. Skeich
Noes 1 shows the type of mine cars used.

An unglazed powder was used in this mine and was issued te
the miners in 25 pound metal contairers, 7 inches in diameter and 27
inches in lengthe The powder itself was wrapped in double thick-
ness heavy paper tube and folded back and forth on itself in links
not unlike sausagese
Examination for Evidence of Cause of Ignitions~ The mine cars, third
and fourth from the rear end of the trip which Zconta.ined the powder
- that igmited were outside of the mine and were examined carefully for
signs of burning by electric arcs or flashese Five powder cans and
seven covers were seen in the tenth car and two cans and two covers were
éeen in the eleventh car, All of these were very closely examined

for merks or burned spots due to electric current and none were found,
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There were seversl tobacco pipes and miners® lamps of the open flame
oil type in both of the cars, The metal parts of the cars such as
bolts, angle iron braces, etc., were also closely examined for Vevidem-e
of arcs and none were founds

Exemination was mde of the rails, bonding and trolley wire
over the length occupied by the trip of cars at the time of the igni-
tione The trolley wire did not show any signs of recent arcing,
The wire was loose from two of the hangerse The bonding of the rails
was in poer conditione In two places there were open joints in the
rails without either bends or f£ish plates, In some places the bonds
were not joined to both sides of the joint, and at the mouth of the tun-
nel the cross-bond was fastened only to one raile

Since the examination by the writers was made on the second
day after the disaster, the tunnel had already been cleaned up, and

thus may have made more definite and conslusive evidence unavailable,

Discussions~ The possible causes of the ignition may be considered

upder three heads, namelys (1) electrieity, (2) open lightis, (3) lighted
tobacco pipes:

1, (2) A darill or bar may have touched the trolley wire and pro-
duced a short circuit through the powder cens to the metal parts of the
car and then to the rail.

(b) A powder can mey have been brought into contact with the
trolley wire while resting on the angle iron edge of the mine car thus
causing an are to burn through the can and set off the powisre
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(a) fThe cans mey have bean lying in the car in such posi~
tions as to form a part of the retwrn circuit in the case of open
rail joints foreing the current to follow its way back through the
mstal perts of the car and burn through the thin metal of the canse

2, One of the miner's lamps mey have been sitting close enough
to one of the cans so .tha'c the flame could play ageinst it and heat
the powder up to the ignition pointe. One of the cans may have come
open and enough loese powder scattered to ignite thé rest from a spark
from the open flams of one of the lampse

3, It is understood that it is sometimes the practice of miners
to borrow powder from each other when not having brought enough in for
the day's works Tn this case there mey have been an exchange of
powder going on when a spark from a pipe could have fallen into some
of the loose powder and started the ignition,

Taliing up each one of these theories;-—

If g drill or ber produced a short circuit th;'ough the cans

to the ra.il, it is hardly to be quastioned that any arc sufficient to

ol
=
_*\:

AL , burn a hole in a can will po{also ignite the powder in spite of the

e paper wrapping en it. W Enough surface of cang might be in contact
to carry a large cwrrent without appreciable heating wntil the cans
were disturbed renough to drsw a dangerous arce There were no bars
or drills sbout at the time of the examination nor did any of the cans
examined show any merks to support this theorye

The length of the powder can and the height of the mine car
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are such that a can could rest on the iron top edge of the car and
touch the trolley wire; trolley wire is hung on right side of tunmel
going ine Hormelly, with the men acquainted with the facts that
the trolley wire was so close on that side and that there ﬁas running

water at fhajy side as well, it seems hardly probable that a man would
Dol oy et -

?ﬁto@d{& Cayr 2

Arest a can on that side of a car in getting oute Even if he did,

as far as could be told from inspection of the construction of the cars,

“there was not normally a complete ecircuit from the angle iren edge down

through the wheals to the rails. The circuit would have to be com~
pleted by making connection between the ends of the bolts holding the
strap irons to the sides of the cars and the heads of the bolts which
are set flush in the car floor and which hold the bearing housings to
the care

It is possible that one set of wheels of a car was on ons
side of an open joint and the other set on the other side of the joint.
The Jjoint could them be bridged across by cams in contact with both
gets of axle bolt heads in the car- floor. No open rail joints were
found #ea.r enough under the burned spots in the tunnel roof to support
the theory of bridged Jjointse

Any ocwrrent following the couplingé coulhij:o‘%a(b;y get through
to the rails only by the following of such cross rczds Exﬂde: the car
floor as were in contact wiﬁh the coupling rods and then up into the
strap iron on the car sidese The circuit to ground could then be com-

pleted by a powler can in contact with the bearing housing bolt heads

and the ends of the strap iron bolts. (See sketch Noe. 2)e
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The second and third theories have support in the fact that
several pipes were found inside the cars and a number of miners® lamps
were both en the floor and attached to the bails of dinner buckets
where the flame could easily play against the side of a can and heat

the powder to the peint of ign:{tion in a comparatively short time,

Conclusions:- The writers are strongly of the orinion that open lights

were respousible for the ignition in the Baltimore Tunnel No, 2 Mine and
for “safety-firstw reasons, because such lights increase mine hazards,
with respect to initiation of gas explosions, mine fires, and igniting
of explosives, 1“& forward to the time when open lights will no longer
be permitted for use in mines,

The rule in the 1918 anthracite laws, (Rule 1, Article X¥I)
that "the owner, operator, and superintendent of a mine or colliery
shall use every precaution to insure the safety of the workmen in all
cases, whether provided for in this act or not, and shall have super=-
vision, direction, and control of the mine foreman and all other mine
employees®, is only very genera.’l. A very definite rule should be
made and enforced so that there will be no mistakes in the handling

and transportation of explosives.

The Buresu's representatives a.ré indebted to officiais of
the company for the many courtesies extended and the splendid spirit
of cooperation manifested, in that every facility was placed at the
disposal of the Bureau representatives for -ssamring the necessary

data concerning the accidente
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VERDICT CORONER'S JURY

An inquisition taken and indented at Wilkes Barre in said
county, before Charles L. Ashley, Coroner of said County, this 23rd,
24th and 25th day of June, 1919, pursuant to a notice from Thomas J.
Williams, inspector of mines of f;he Eleventh Dis friet attached to
and made a part of this return upon view of the body of James J. Mg~
Closky, then and there lying dead, and upon the oaths of W. F, Otto,
C. C. Simons, James Ashmén, and T. F. Barry, David David, and Casimir
Sieminsk, six good and lawful men of the county aforesaid and at
least four of them having had practical experience in and about the
mings and none of them at present'b_eingemployed in or about the mines
where the accident happened, nor being personally interested, charged
to inguire on the part of the Commonwealth of Pemnsylvania, when and
where and by what means the said James J. MoClosky came to his death,
and upon their respestive oaths do say that it appears from the view
of the body and from the evidence produced before them, that said James
J. MeClosky came to his death on the £ifth day of Jums, A. D, 1919, at
Wilkes Barre, sbout 6:40 o'clock A. M., in the Baltimore Tumnel No, 2
of the Hudson Coal Company as a result of being burned or suffocated
from the effects of an explosion of blasting powder which was being
carried in the sams mine car with workmn; and after a careful inspec-
tion of the scene of the accident andexamination of all witnesses who

seemed to have any knowledge of the facts, it is decided that the pow=-

der became ignited in a manner unknown to the jurye.
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The jury has heard all the witnesses that survived the acci-
dent and some o_f them stats they saw lighted lamps on trip of cars.
.Wé also heard the testimony of the results of ‘the tests made by the
mine inspectors and electrical experts whé show that it was impossible _
to reproduce the explosion by bringing a keg of powder in contact with
the ﬁre wnder varying conditioms, suéh as prevailed ordinarily in the
mingse. The testimony shows that' the disaster occurred so quickly
that the eye cougl.d not possibly detect the causs of the explosion.
The tumnel itself is low and the wire must be a few inches lower than
the roof of the tunnel, | The phrase ﬁmhe wire ig hot*, is a typical
reference heard around the mines to warn men not to touch the wire.
In view of the testimony given by the survivors it is impossible to de-
termine the exact menner in which the disaster oeccurred. As the
witnesses were practically all in total darkness, much of the evidence
is a matter of conjecture which makes it impossible to fix the direct
cause of the explosions

We, thersfore, do recommend that in order to mimimize dangers
from blasting powéezfs and explosives carried in the workings of the mines,
2ll powder or explosives shall' be transported in separate and distinct
traing; that in no case shall it be permitted that mén ride in the same
cars or in the same train with said powder or explosives.

2, Where electric motive power is used, the powder should be en-

cased in containers of non-conducting and non-combustible inaterial,' and

‘that the only persons permitted to accompany said powder or explosives

on cars or trains, supplied with such motive power, shall be the persons
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necessary to men the mechanism employed.

Se  Whera powdser or explosives are to be taken down a shaft by
carrisge, we recommend tha.t after said powder or explosives has been
iemoired from the protection provided for its storage, it shall be de-
posited a safe distance from the point at which men are gathered for
entrance to the mine carriage. After such powder or eiplqsives
is placed at the sharft, or at the entrance to the wvarious veiné, a
mine foreman or other qualified person: shall see that the men do not
call collectively for their powder or explosives, but that each shall
be served separatelye

4, We recommend that the miners boxes shall not be asserbled
in any one place; that at least 50 feet shall sebarate any two of
said boxes where powder is stored, this to prevent the assemblage of
men in the direct vicinity of the dangerous quantity of powder or em-
plosives.

5. Powder containers should be inspected before they are dis~
tributed to men to be carried by them to their places of labor,

6e In the carrying of dynamite by men, we discover a very dan-
gerous practice in that the high explesive is put into boxes and so
carried by said mene We recommend that dynamite shall be deposited:
in canvas bags, reinforced by laathér'; with two catches to fasten cover,
a hook or ring to hold the miner?s ticket, and a long strap to place
over the shoulder for convenience in carrying, A competent man at
the powder house shall place such dynamite in such box. Carrying
by box should be stopped immediatelye
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7¢ All powder or explosives to be issued by mine foreman, or
qualified person, keeping himself posted on supplies of the men, who
shall see to it that no man shall obtain or have at one time, a suffi-
cient quantity of explosives to create a menace to himself or to others
in the same or nearby working places, nor shall he issue mﬁer to any
one but a qualified miner,

8 1Mining Laws of the State of Pemmsylvania we do find are ren- |
dered obsolete by the progress in mining methods and a failure of pro-
perly constituted legislative forcaese To enact safeguards timed to
the developments as they occur, We recommend of Governor William C,
Sproul that -he authorize the chief of the State Depariment of Mines to
proceed at once in appointment of experts who will revise the mining
laws and regulations, particularly as to such new equipment as has bsen
introduced, Electricity as a factor in mining is wholly ignorsd by
such laws as existe We ask immediate action for amelioration of
thése omissions,

A committes of electrica.i engineers, mining engineers, and
ractical mining men should be appointed to confer at once with the
State Department of Mines and to draft all such additional regulations
as will f£it the present condition of mining and mset the problems that
mingrs of this day must face, Continual reflerence to mining prac-
tice and comparative attention to the laws gdverning the ind.ustry should

be the rule of caution from this time forward.
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OFFICIAL LIST OF DEAD

———Fhe Hudson Coal Company today announced the officlal list of those
killed in the Baltiniore Tunnel disaater It contains elghty-nine names, and
one, Michael Nestor, is given asg missing.

The list of vietilg’ls follows:
WILLIAM BOHN, runner, Spring street,

CHARLES POPHERDINIS, miner, 15 Pulagki street, Georgetown,

BERNARD GILLIBSPIE, miner, (8 Maxwell street,
STANLEY FOREITAL, runner, 49 Penn sireet
SLACA TAMINAKY, runner, Baltimore lane, Wiikes- Rarre Twp,
GEORGHE HANZA, team driver, 109 North Fuiten sirest
QIENIE CETNER, (hearding,) runner, 308 Coal atreet,
MICHARL CONNRBLL, miner, 62 Kidder slreet.

JOHN BROCHQOASK], laborer, New Hancoclk street,
MICHARIL, PUACHTA, miner, flayes lane, =ity.
STANLEY TAVAONSKI, miner, 46 Legan sireet,
LARIY LINTHSKI, miner, il4 Logan strect,
GBEORGE KUBICK, miner, 75 Notth Empire street.
JOSEPH BORDEN, taborer, 29 Thompson street.

LLEWLLYN PERROTT, Ceo. Miner, 28 Charles street, Parscns.

ANTIHHONY STANITIS, miner, 57 Oakwood lane,
JOSEPH HART. team driver, Hart street,

OSCAR BIDWISTL, miner, 209 Kidder street.

VICTOR HARRIS, runner, 46 School street.

EDWARID OL1 VIR, team driver, 288 Kidder atreet,
MICHART, HARRIS, headman, 295 Scott street.

WALTHER HKUBICK. team driver, 76 North Empire strest,
JAMES MURPHY, runner, 23 Oakwooed lane.

JOHN MILESKT laborer, 28 North Bmpire street.
CRICHARD WIEICTIART, miner, Ealtimore lahe,

JAMES 1 M'CLOSKEY, company miner, 4138 ast Markel, Street,
JOHN ) M'CLOSKEY, muner, 108 North KEmplre street.
JOHN WALLACGE, miner, 51 Reno lane,

PATRICK LENAMAN, bratticeman, 845 2oott street.
MICHA KL BURCHA, lahorer, 72 Welnut street, Georgelown,
MICHI AL LIESTANKS, miner, 24 North Empire street
JOSLIVH CHESNOCK laborer, 104 Norih Empire street,

GHORGE BUNZA. miners' laborer, 10 Walnut alley, Gueorgetown.

(Boards with Mrs. Rice.)
TOHN POCHEKA miner. Noril Emnpire street,
WILLIAM HOGAN, laborer, 17 Lincoln street.
JOHN D, JONES, coempany miner, 73 North Meade street,
ANDREW ., KINCJTA, miner, 134 Logan street,

PATRICE O'MALLY, asalstant tracklayer, 63 North Meade street.

JOHN J, VAN NORT, miner, 1% i"ine street.
MICHAREL CUTLARSKI, miners’ laborer, 108 North Empire dtreet.
JOHN RUSIITON,, trackiayer, 36 Custer atreet,

FRANIK GASNER. §1 Carbon lane.

GEORGE KLIEPPER miner, 21 Walnut strest, Georgetown,

JOHEN YASKULSKI, miner 763 Lehigh street,
JOSEPH POMBZIN, miners’ taborer, 1828 Morth Empire street.
KEDW ARD GRORGE, miner, 1017 Kasi Northampton street.
JAMES M'GUIRE team driver, 248 North Washington street,
JOHN GOLONGD, laborer 101 Fulton street,

FRED DIPPENWORTH, runner, Spring street,

JOHN KOWATSKQ, 179 Nerth Empire street,

JOSEPH HOPPER, miner, 115 North Empire street.

JOHN BTAVEY £SH. miner, 101 tulton aireet.

MICHA BT, WASHICK, miner, Hemlock street, GGeorgetown.
ANTITONY DZENIS. miner, 72 North Fuiton sireet.

JACOB WOZICK, miners' Iabhorer.

MICHAREL BEMAKUS, muner, $95 Kast Northampion street.

JOFIN BURCHTA, miner laborer, T2 N. Walnut street, Georgetown.
JORN PENONISH, miner, 17 Cross Iane.

LDMUND BREW, miner, 9 Hayey lane.

RIS SIPATISR, hratticeman, Walnut sireet. Georgetovwn.
FRANK WEICHART. miner's in borer, 65 Corbet: lane,

JAMES HIIRN, miner's lahorer, 1017 Northampton street.

ALICK CICHON, miner, 26 Slattery street, Georgetown.
ANTHONY NARKUNAS, laborer, No. 3 Patch, Wiikes-Barre Twp.
WILLIAM HOMICK, miner, 34 Oakwood lane.

ADAM VOYCHICK, miner's laborer,

WILLIAM STENTLA, miner. Koon's Hotel, N. Hancock strest.
CHARLES MANTVILLE, miner's lazhorer Sherman House, North
Sherman street.

SAMUEL TOVEKA, 42 Walnul streel. Georgetown.

JOSEPH LIPENSKE, 124 North Empire street,

SAMUREL SUBIACK.. miner, 127 North Empire gtreef,

JOSEI'H POLINSKT, miner, 45 Chesinut sireet, Georgetown.
MICHAEL KAHWTI, miner, 21 Haves tane,

ANDREW DREVENOCK. miner, 107 North Empire street.
BETANTY SMIKKL, Miner's laborer.

PAUL MILCHICIL, miner's laborer, 861 Wast Northampton sireet,
KOSTY VICKBESKY. miner, 68 North Fultun street,

ANDREW FELECTO, mimers mwonorer, 119 Reno lane.

STRPHEN DEMCHACK, miners lnborer, 124 North Empire sireat,
JOBEPH YARES, team driver, 120 Liogan sireet,

GEORGE CONEN, luborer, 22 Walnut street. Georgetown, )
FEIIX BORITZ, miner's laborer, eorner Cariion lane and 12oal atrest,
JOSER ROPICKA, leam driver, 36 Hollenhack street, Georgetown.
JOHN PEDOCIC runner, 28 Hollanback street.

ANDRFW Dtl{J}RASI\—i, team driver, Boulevard street,

JOHN ZELINSKY, 45 L.ogan street,

POWELL KUDA, miner’s faborer.

LAZLO MARJAZICZ, 75 North' Hancock.

MICHAREL CONNORS, runner, 24 School street.

JOHN GREGLOCK, miner, 778 North Fennsyivania avenue,
JOBPH STREMIS,, 113 Liogan street, aged 30, singte.

ALEN TRUSIAI, 73 Korth' Brapire street, aged 28, married, one child.
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NEARLY 100 DEAD
- IN WILKES-BARRE
MINE DISASTER

Kegs of Powder,

Carried Upon a

Workmen's Train, Against
Law, Explode

Special Dispatch to The Norih American
WIELKES-BARRE, Pa.,, June a—=The

|
since that at Avondale in 1865, when the

lives of 110 men were snuffed out, occur-

Delaware and Hudson Coal Company,

haps fatally.

cars on which about 150 started under a

ground, flasheg intg a flame and the fire
spread out over the length of the trip

covering the men like a blanket, They

and they met awful deaths.
Direct cause of the accident is uncer-

from an overhead trolley wire were
brought into contact with the powder.

Evewitnesses, men who escaped from the

veritable inferno, declare that the wire
was loose. Company officials make the
bold statement that the wire was intact
and that fault does noe lie with them.

der was in the cars and that men were
iriding the trip. And this is against the
| mine laws and the safety-first rules of the

{
| coal companies.

| A few escaped from the hell of smoke
and fire. They esecaped because they
roiled into dirty sulphur water ditches
along the gides of the tunnel. They put
jout the flames, and after whal seemed

5greatest of anthracite mine disasters |

req at the Baltimore No. 2 tunnel of the
Bast End, this city, early today. the lives |
of eighty-three mine workers being sac- |
rificed on the altar of negligence and for- |

ty-three others being burned, a score per. !

Five kegs of black powder, transported |
in violation of law on the same ‘“trip" of |

“Safety First' sign for their work under- |

were caught with little chance of escape |

tain, but it is known that electric sparks |

Clertain, however, is the fact that pow- |

weeks of time offered their help to the
| wounded who lay piled in heaps about.

The flames caused most of the deaths,
'but the lack of air which came with the
smoke suffocated many.

The aceldent occurred at 6,45 o'clock.
inpa, , wbhwsos Mac shrdlu shrdl ushrd
The watches of several of the victims
stopped at that time. The “irip,”! made
up of fourteen cars, had {wo cars in
which there was powder. In one was five
kegs and in another was seven. The
seven were found infact after the cars
had been removed from the tunnel.

The fourteen small mine cars are used
every day by the miners going to their
i work, two miles underground, The ‘trip”
was ready to leave at £.40 today and John
McGroarty was in charge as motorman
and Jimmy Kehoe ag brakeman. Me-
| Groarty started the electric motor which
ipulls the ecars and had gone only fifty
| feet from the mouth of the tunnel when
' there was a blinding flash. Men fell from
!t‘neiT' seats, others were Lknocked aver.
Some jumped ang they piled up in heaps
all about.

| So intense was the fire that it burned
!l’he clothing from the men's bodies. It
seared the faces of some bevond recogni-

tion. It burned the arms of a few from
their bodies. Tt licked away parts of
limbs and it killed some instantly. A few
rolled and a few crawled do the difches.
Some died while trying to save them-

selves, and a few succeeded. Then came

the great columns of gmoke; with it the
men tumbled over like flies. The flames

; Continued on Page Thirteen
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| NEARLY A HUNDRED DEAD

Continusd From Page One
b wonkened them and the smoke sul-
Focnted tham,

Al the point of the scelbent, the Intake |

of @air & 158,0% eubls feel per mintie
With thls drmaught the Apmes apd Lhe
amoke wors pulfed directly over the: mein

Tha fire lasted but w few secopds, and
the smoks was gons in o few minoies.
Um the oulside of the Tunnel A gust wis
sewn Lo be Burled from tle meuth,
was the slght of troubls, Powsr wis shut

off, mnal then gries of the injursd came
tn frightful agony from the tunnel.  Men
rushod In nnd. they rushed onl] We a8
apnickly, 10 was an awful sight which
greated theme The Lodles of men were
(roaEting,  cloithing  woas o sl buraing.

charred fesh wan sean,  Hose and water
wern rmbhed Inonnd o piresmn was pouted
an the mer.  Inoa little while the work
(of clearimg the mins was onder woy.
mile waont thruour the |eagth  and
| breadih of Wyoeming valley for ambi-
| Innees, for doctors, Aursss and  sape
pliss,  Clergyimen osimie, and then Lhe
| relmtives and the crowds of the carious
Eathiarud ml ihe mouth of the Lknnel,
Resacuers siarted b0 carry ouf the
hodles, O s ke pateh of groen. not

far from ihe ecompany ofice and n
abort distancs from tThe tunnsl, they
began to deposit bodles. Ope by one

thiey
A steady siream Jusl seemed b oofe
from  the tannel. Home were
mome were Hving.

Flomes Oaused Moat Deatha

Flumes ocnuned the gEreéaler loss of
1ife. Others who wera hurncd and
ware EFVing o reach safery dled of
wuffocatlon,

When ressuors  romched
{there wore dead and
‘mverrwhere. The Injured weare rapidly
ramoved, son? (o hospltals as guickly

the

|lan ambulanden could ba proavided, nmd

the dend wers brought oul and plaoced
\In tiers on the grean.

kpotars,. nnd HuFses ware somowhil
Jates in reaching the seene, This was
| hecauss many of them wers ahed wWhen
lihe  aceident  happened, Hoapltnls

|I‘i'lth"k|-]. filled and margues wera fAlled
1o overflowing,

Enst End last night was the sceng
of great gayety, That section of the
\oity welcomed home hoya from the
AlGth Neld artillery; bands wers
Aagh wers Mying. redfre burned amd
thers was general rejoleing. F-DI'I'IF af
|I!I|uI doad were fathers of returning sol-
diere,
| “Among the victims wes John Me-
[Cloakav. ol nltahier. At one

wars stretched ouf on the Frass |

dend, |

tumned |
dying scattered |

aul. |

ilme a member of the Philadelphia Nu- |
tional Teague elib. He later played |
In the Tnternmtional League mnd (n ihe
Wew York Blate Laague.

Hundreds of women, men and chil-

‘dren guthered about the tunnsl. Bhrisk-

Inge and erying, they lifted the biankets
from lhe men,
the might. Women fainted. Men lost
their nerve and childrén ran away in
rreight

Hescuers got into the ming with hoee

‘nnd playsd ptréams of water on flames.

ailght-ahift men going out,

While they wera dolng this the eriea of
the dyving and the injured ware heard.
The fire was extingulshed In & remark-
ahly short time.

Miner Describes Disaster
Jakn Connon, whe was on the maler
whan the neeldent sccurred laday, sald:
“Pha irip forms at the mouth of the
tunnnl each morning. The trip todey
formod at 625 John MeGroariy waes
‘the motorman and Jimmy Kehos the

brakeman. 1 was riding on the head
ppd of the trip, Aand ths oaTe wWers
Wlled with men. Tn the last car wero

several Kegs of powder. 1 do not know
whethar any men were in thls car. The
last car wos just inslde the mouth of
the tunnel when MeGroarly. the molor
runner. foobieed the wire haoging low
He ptapped the trip and starfed nhead
i few hundred feet 1o Ascertaln ho
causs of the low wire. He had trav-
gled ahend n few fest whan he nEaln
gtopped and told me 1o go out and tell
another motoroar rofiner on the owt-
alde, Willlum Willlams, to pull the trip
out again,  MoGroarty also shouted to
the men ln the cars that they had bet-
ter gel oubt mnd walk, 1 faw some
and I told
them 4o notify Willlams (o put the
trip cars out.  They anld they would
“Tha man In the cars were In the act
of climblng out and the night-shift men
had jusi left when there was & blinding
fiash, ‘Thers was not much concuesion
and the fams was gone fn a livile while
Every man in the tunnel was aftacted by

They ware terrified at |

IN A COAL MINE DISASTER'

smoke.  We men who were an the [ront
wars Affected, bt we sscaped the force
of the Names—MoGroariy, mysell, Frank
Hollnaky, Nhholas MeNoliy amd Jobhn
Guyeln, Then we atartsd (o bhalp the -
Jured and taks &ut fhe bodies of ths
danil,
Becniaae of the smche we coulil not go
bevoml the fonrth car., We ook A8 Winy
fien s popdible inle the G veln, Thoss
who were saved owed thelr [ives (o Me-
Giroarty and hnd staried to walk fo thelr
plices of work. 'We remninesd where we
wera unill we could find oor way sut of
the smoke,  Men on the sutslde hurried
I, I mm not sure how the pecident hngp-
e

“Tha wire was panging low, 1t might
hava tomched the matal of the cnr. Bome
af 1he meen, | s miee, were drowned, as
they pilml on top of eich other in the
wilphur erosk wlllrh s plong the sids
of the lunnel”

THE DEAD

The identified depd s
Lellwyn Parrat, Parsons,
Jokhin Rutstsin, Wilkes-HBorre.
Bimon Shablik, Wilkes-Harre.
John Kivotehke, Wilkes-Baroe,
Hiaphen Demch
'|-"| n%ar 'I-{lll.l!l'

H1rrnm|rr.
Richard Ricket,
Edwand Cliver,
George 1.1vu|!1||er
Patrick IZI'JTI:IJL'.
Charler Logas,
Slack “Tombinnki “lfkm-ﬂuﬂf
John Vannort, Wilkes
Patrick Lonnhan,
Mivhaa) Harrls,
Vietor Hurrin, ¥
Murtin Maraski, “ﬂhdw—ﬂarr\e.
Willlam  Hane, Wilkos-Harre
Mivhasl Connell, WHkenHurre.
Hdward Connors, Wilkes-Farre
John MeCloskey. Wilkhes-Eurre.
Jdossph Hort, Wilkes-Barro,
Btanley Forestal, Wilkes-Harre.
w Mikem Dircha, Wilkes-Hurre.
Shanea Murphy, Willkes-Farre,
'I-,m.u h Heheany, Wilkoa=Harre.
Willlam Stanagitia, Wilkes-Barre
Willlamm Bianvak, Wilkes-Barre,

Wilkes-Ha rr:
Wilkos- FEnres,
Wilken-Hares,

'I.\I'Il.ltm-!lnrn-.

Edward Marnsky, Georgelown,
Charles I’*T[DF-PMIHII. miln Fporgetawn. |
Bernard Gillesphe, 1'|1.1I1- Kes-Harre. |

Ailnin Rosinaki, miner, rHONE, |
John Hrochnski, inbnrnr WI.uurB-nm

Hianley Flaghip, miner, Wilkes-Earrs.

Harry Linetski, miner, Wilkonsarree,
Jomaph  Bo miner, Willes-Barre,
Unonr Ridw mitwer, Wilkes-Harra.

Ld
John Wialines, miner, Wilkes- :
Michael Huns, lnborer, Wilkes-Earee,
Michael Lostanes, miner, “Hhi—ﬂlru,
John Jnmes, miner, Wilkes=
Jehn Lyons mlmn'.I “‘illlﬂ-ﬂﬁrﬂ

Andrew Kimeja, ¥ ken-Harre.
Abe s & ; ||l Harre
i S '-nam ki ; !l

Michasl Tutiaraki, miner, Wilkes-Darre,
John Ewotchks, miner, Wilkes-Barre.
INJURED

The ity Hospitnl reporte
tiied mon “dead and the
Jared:

Tony Mattavage. condliben fogr,

Charles Carosy, serious

Anthony Habo,

Andrew Cndich, serious.

I'nknown, serlous.

Jumaes Flaher, fair,

Tony Strumo, fair.

Sieven Robertuse, fair.

Fatrick Flsher, good,

Maotro Postavaky, fair,

John Nalrasky, Tair

Unknown, ssrious,

Unknown, serious.

Alex Trushock, serious,

Andrew Hempa, fair

Joseph Perry, Talr.

I'nknown, serious,

Mike Ynicha, good

Clement Kozinaki, good.

Gienrge Rumitls, 3!}0"1

Unknown, Berious.

Unknown, serious,

Willism Reubmosky, good,

Andraw Hobr, [air

James Murphy, serioue,

Joseph Biraums, serfous.

Mike Fedaph, serious,

Joe Begner, merions,

I'nknown, serlouds,

I'nknown, aerious.

Willinm Lavies, serious.

Mercy Hospital reconds show the fol-
lowing as admitted for treatmenl, most
af themn being in & serlous comdition!

William Oliver, Wilkes-Barre, serious.

Jaseph Fanige, Helghts, falr,

Edlward Murnskl, Parsons

John Greylock, Hrookside, serious.

Gus Hudrick, Wilkes-Barre, falr,

Frank Lowery, Wilkes-Barre

ane unbien-
ollowing In-

Richard Owenn, Whkea-Barre, wonl
hme.

Dominic Rogalll, Wilkes-Barre

Walier Rukoaky, Wilkes-Barre, want
linmme. |

,L:I-‘r:uk Hartman, Wilkes-Harre,

Stanley Machanus, Wilkes-Barre,
Michael Fister, Wilkos-Barre

Willlmm. Daruskl, Willes-Harre,

Jehn  MeGroarty, Wilkes-Harre, went
hame

John t,rnln-rk Wllken-Barfe, sarious




Chief of Bur i

in The Future.

DECLARES KECS WHICH CONTAINED THE
BLACK POWDER WERE IN BAD CONDITION

Head of State Department Determined to Make Work
Safer For the Men Who Toil Beneath the Surface—
C. W. Wagner, Assistant Foreman, and Arthur Dy-
_._mond Testify at Probe Today—Committee of Three
Mine Inspectors Named to Examine Evidence and
Determine Cause of Accident td

-+

' ¥
- A

. | Condemns Coal Company’s Prac-
tice of Permitting Miners to Carry Powder Into Tunnei on
Same Trip of Cars on Which They Ride to Work—Issues
Order Prohibiting Operztors to Risk The Lives of Workers

RELIEF FUND

The following contributions have
besn sent to the Times-Leader for
the Relief Fund started to ralieve
the suffaring of survivors of men
killed in the Baltimore Tunnel:

Times-Loader .. ....... ... $ 100.00
Peoples Outfitting Co. ..., 100.00
lnman Long’s . i Saiet 100.00
Juetin Bergman ........... 10000
Beneach & Sons .......... 100.00
The Hub' ' 45 s s 25.00
Pann Tobacco Cov ........ 200.00

Planter's Nut & Chocolate

1
!
. 4

| : : 3 . IR, I 200,00

Following an all moming conference in the offices of the Duncan & Homer Co. ..... 100,00

ther trip was made into the Baltimore || Simon Long's Sens ... .. 100.00
Hudson Coal Company, apother trip ; : e Baltimo otenh & e B O 50.00
Tunnel and the fatal spat where so many miners lost their lu_.rea Mishael G NGRS | 10.00
{ Thursday morning was inspected by a dozen or more state mine {| Jehn C. Madden ... ....... 5.00
inspectors, under the supervision of Seward Button, chief of the g-“: R T-uﬁa
. ] 4 - - L A Sty Rl S i
State Mine Bureau. The Miners’ Union was represented by local W. Howard Heimbach ..., 25,00
officials and several members of the national organization accom- Leuis Epstein, 70 East
! Market street .......000., 3.00
pam:d the party through the tunnel. : 3 ;

Chief Button issued a statement at noon today in which he N o e i
condemned the coal company’s practice of permittin® miners to C. F. Murray-Smith Co. ... 100.00
carry gunpowder into the tunnel on the same trip of <ats on which heglebiz LGl L s 100,00 4|
: ; - 3 :y nad 1 .. Strauss .. ... .. 100 2500
they rode every morning. He discovered t}“'"t this cAle || R: Baur & Sons, employes..  30.00 |1
tomary for some little tine and immediately issued 22 wrder pro- | James H. Kenney ......... 10.00
hibiting the coal company to risk the lives/of mine® 10 tﬁhe future. Friend .........0 .4, 5.00 |
“*At best.” he said, "even under idﬂl/ nditions, 1t 1% jextremely E:.::: AL g 1% |
'Hangerous Tor_mni to carry gunpowder and froMm on this | Dr. F. P. Archer .......... 500 ||
fipr':;f:':'.'a;errm e il G s R e 3.00 (|
i : (| Totals i $151125 ||

; sgree the Faremen. puwd_lr-l‘lﬂ%{mr:; Mith miners.
The chief ar (nu SWBe Bureau alsol B ;m!u ;;
= £ 13 g = gmpr

made a dighvery this TR 1& N asce e i
capsed him Jjo bitterly score L""Jh:::nns}l the E:ﬁdﬂh | am positive
company’s ‘ femen foF not reporting ;h-t had the jnjners.not °;‘E‘.’:§‘: T
the huad conditionol.tiy L L ) L (| o e |
fn which gunfiowder b packed. Follow i:g:om_une would ave h‘.m-:ilﬂhd; : [
ing un investigition hr found thi i, "0 ag) “phyder-car, the last h

in auch condition tnai he l“'"“"'”“"*-ﬂtrip of thirtgerr was intact 'ﬂ.“.:d;“
them sxtremely daogerous to aend i.u'lu' axplosion. ., Mone of this ?m\fﬂn; igni o
i the ms Ferdgred them all reSi g, T4his reagon ! am inclined to et
e Butt Statomaht il s | lieve that litle waight can be attac

utton’s State .

: p  lto the theory thatibecause of a al:'hﬂl'l
When pressed-Ly o Times-Leader r”“]trull:y wiee tht rné‘ bocamé &h ed
porter for & oRtaseerenl at 1 o'clock and caused thepowder to n;mi:_a int
| this afternoon, Chisf Putton said: ]third tnd fourtl carse Had this reslly
‘Aftor spending two days in @ mest| Ly coenad the wear AT, in e ssur 4.

i tha, . oficials

T

UCES: _ (71PPING
PRESS @ PurREAU
NEW YORK 50
V1 HURRAYSTREET
CLIPPING FROM

aq

L rigid i bigati A A wtiesapt to de- | — ; oY S BA
I :;!r:-:i::rﬂ;ré?:sh.rn" causas of tho minke would have ggmesthe “mh:the‘r Gt - I‘.“JU
disaster, wa have failed thus far to find i) am not able to say W

: - any that
a positive soiution to the question a%f mnegligence an part of ‘h.- “T:.iryllvil,:
to how the pewder carried in the third i1 L lted in the men losing the whichl
and fourth cars ignited. There ara ' The defective cans howevear, in

several ways in which thia may have have been ignitad
| ocourrad, yl-iawuvcr. we have discov- | .rkm‘q:;t‘nar S the tm}lqr
1-ercd this marning, In txamining the b from ::_ ;r':m 1hb mnan'a plpse, “r.h“?\
€oal company’s Surpius Sec PO mr:“ it appear that somesone did mt
dor T ptarage that ssveral ot IhE ZAi8 :“;“ all the recautions they could n
while not absolutely defective, are ini ‘I_,fli-_a" e Intauch a disaster. ;
bad condition. Tha discovery ciu!‘-ﬂdl “inspectors are on the grnu_n:l drm
me Lo issue an order today condemning | |1 ooy sectiing of the ?':a::' ::“ ge
thess cang. They are in a very _’ead e not going to rest unti oan i3
candition and 1 would not consider ||| 4. 4he very lottom of the m:ha o, o
lthem gafe for men whe are compelled |} Sooartain poitively .whf"
to handia the explosive. & | lay en the faal merning.
— "] have also ltupp&llﬂ 154 carrying of | e
|

tha powder
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78 WORKMEN ARE
KILLED IN BLAST
AT WILKES..BARRE|

elatives of Victims Present Pitiful Picture as

Bodies Are Brought to Surhce—Fxplosmni

Sets Fire to Workings.

SCORES DIE IN HOSPITAL:

MANY STILL UNIDENTIFIED!

W]LKEE—BARRE Pa,, June

f.—Seventy-eight men lost their lives

in the Baltimore' No. 2 tunnel of the Delaware and Hudson Coal Ca,

m and fire today and 31 were injured, according to a list given

exﬂmi
out by the company officials at noon today.

' mh‘-nne bodies have been identified and 26 rpma!u unidentified.
"rha qdmnnnx’a injured Hst is not complete and it fs certain that the
‘number of injured will reach about 40.

Tha aceident occured shortly -

Aore T u*e‘loﬁn A traln of empty am-a1
was sent to | m mouth of the tunnei|

1o tghmﬁt;mﬁ:m into the chamb

dred jnen piled into the L

hich wers drawn by an ele
amotor. Near the_end of the
‘wam A car ut black powder. o
MeGroarty drove the motor.

en 200 feet in the tunnel
irolley broke and fell.  Bparks
nited the powder and instantly Y —
was an explosion that sent the bodi
of men flying in all dlrections. TH|
{force was so terrific that it was heard
throughout the greater part of thc|
city.

ITames caused the greater losses |
of life, many of the bodies being
Yurned to a crisp. Other men who
wera burned and were trying fo
reach the tunnel mouth died of suffo-
cation.

Dead Scattered Everywhere.
When rescucrs reached the tunnel
thera wera dead and dying scattered
ceverywhere. The injured were rap-
idly removed, sent to the hospitals as

LEE

' charred bevond

quickly as anibulances could he pro-

| wided, and the dead weére brought out

and placed in tiers on the green.

Doctors and purses wers somewhat
Iate in renching the scene. This was
because many of them were abed
when the accldent happened. Hospi-
tals quickly filled, and morgues wers
filled to overflowing.

East End last night was the scenc
of great gaicty. That section of the
city welecomed home boys from the
Three Hundred and Eleventh Fleld
Artillery. Bands were out, flags were
fiying, wed fire “burned, peoople
laughed and shouted. Within 12
houra all woas C]Illnﬂtﬂ.jlﬂﬁn}’ homes
Belng made sad. Some of the soldiers
had their joy twrned into despair,
Their fathers were among the dead.

Identifieation of the bodics is al-
most impossible. Many of them are
recognition. The
limbs of some, the heads of others,
are misging. At 5:30 a. m. It was said
between 75 and 190 were killed or had
dled from injuries,

Identification Is Hard.
The death list Is rapldly growing.

' AS tha ‘bodiles were helng removed

from the mine, living and dead, they

| were piled up on the green about the

colllery. Many of the Injured lived
but o short time. Hundreds of wom-
e, men and children gathered about
the tunnel. Shrieking and crying,
they lifted the blankets from the
men. They were terrified at the sight.
Women fainted, men lost their nerve,
and children ran away In fright.
Bodiesg of scores have been remowved |
to the morgue. There the work of
identification s being carried out|
with little success, Brave men and
women are secking to aid the rela-
tives, to give them news, but the!
soene iz pitiful.

It has been established that the ex-
plosion was ecansed by a break in the
trolley wire. Thils wire gained con-
tact with the powder and sparks did
the rest.

|
Many Are Suffocated. :

The death list was made lnrge by
the flames and the sulphur fumes
which filled the funnel. The fire did’
not last long, but it was long enough
to make a heavy death toll. Many of
the men were killed outright, parts
of Lodies being found in the wreck-
age of life and property.

Rescuers got into the mine with a
hose and played streams of water on
the Aames, While they weteadalng
this the ¢rles of the dying and the
injured were heard above the roar of |
the f{ameu. |

There will be scores of widows and

orphans as a result of tnday‘u!
catastrophe, next to the grentest this |

gectlon ~of the anthracite coal fleld

has seen.
Law Was Violated.

Today's accldent is a direct result |
of violation of the law. Permission
was given the men o ride the trip
to thelr place of work and o special
train was provided for that purpose. |
On these cars special seals are built
and the train was in daily use. |

It is a wviolation of the mine law |
to carry powder on 4 traln, The Taw |
15 specific that powder and other |
explosives must be transported alone. |
There were a dozen kegs of powder
in one of the rear cars, all of which
were exploded. i

Mine officials and siate officials
were on the scene promptiy but their
efforts were directed golely to the
work of rescue. There were cnough
men to mest all needs for the work
inslde the mine, but the chicef trouble |

| during the early hours was In geiting

nurses, doctors and supp!ies |
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MOTORMAN GIVES FACTS
REGARDING EXPLOSION
IN BALTIMORE TUNNEL

John McGroarty Testifies Before Chief of Bni:eau of Mines

I SIrES - L FADER
and Inspectors—Tells of Being Notified"AB00T Sag-
igng Wire and Investigatingf its Cause

A G £

i A o O o B B

SevsE &, /259

INTIMATES THAT LIGHTED MATCH
MAY HAVE BEEN THROWN INTO KEG

. Gruesome Story is Told by Jas. Kehoe, Who W&S"Bi"a'ke“-'j
[ man on lll-Fated Trip of Cars—Uificials Visit the
f Mine and Inspect Scene of City’s Worst Disaster

An investigation conducted by Chief of the Bureau of Minﬂ.l
Seward Button, and a half dozen mine inspectors together with D. |
& H. officials was conducted this morning at the office of Baltimore|

el in close proximity to where the catastrophe occurred. A
number of eye witnesses to the tragedy gave what information they |
‘had. The probe developed some new side lights in connection with |
the accident and twe plausible theories in which the powder might
have been exploded were advanced, one was that an employees
mine drill might have come in contact with the trolley wire setting|
‘off the powder and the other was that one of the lids of a powder/
can might have jarred loose and fire from a match thrown care-
lessly by one of the men might have been responsible. |

J Motorman Testifies.

! Motorman and brakeman James Kehoe were the two princi- |
‘pal witnesses and they related in detail the gruesome facts in con-|
nection with the disaster. They also advanced the two theories as/
to how the accident might have happened. Both these men say that
the tops o fthepow der can containing the powder, or lids fit on
| the cans similiar to the lid on a baking powder can and the jarring
of the empty coal cars going into the mine might have caused a
lid to fall off, which has often happened, and an employee light-
1in'g a pipe or cigarette might have carelessly thrown the match and

falling into the can or near the powder mighthave set off the ex-
prosive, and this in turn would have ignited the other cans of
powder, !

Thi theory of & mine drill coming inwas toward the rear end, They start-
eontact with the trollay wire they also ed into'the tunnel within 150 or mord

|
i
E
|

me (Arill touwching the trolley might have

snid waz very plausible, They explain-
edthat a can of powder in one of the
cars might have been lying against an
fron nut In the ear or against one of
thie iron strips of the car, and a mine

formed an elecirie circult with the can
of powder which would have burned a
hole through the tin container almost
. instantly and ignited the powder.

Mine Inspectors and mine officiale
could throw no further light on the ex-
act cause; but all agreed that the trol-
ley wire did not strike the cars,

Witnesses Taoll of Horror

and Kehoe who had a

miraculous escape from posible death
or injury gave the mine Inspectors a
vivid discription of swhat eccurred. They
atated that the trip of empty coal cars
numbered fourteen, and thers was bhut
ona motor and this was on the head
end, in their charge  In what cAr ties

men In the cars, after entoring the tun-
nel only a short distance, the rear end
of the trip being only 125 feet from the
mouth of the tunnel, they were stop-
ped by four workmen who were coming
Fout and wers told that the trolley was
lose from one of the brackets. The
men. in the care were told of the rm:"[:r!
and they were Informed that they |
would have to walk in.
Uncouple Tha Motor.

MeGiroarty and Kehoe then uncoupled
the motor from the cars and left them
standing whers they werd and preceede
with the motor, or engine as they calt
it, about fifteen yards where they found
the trolley wire sagging down from the
bracket, whers it had beeome detached
Both got off the motor and wers aboul
to esnd word back to the switchman Lo
turn off the electricity =0 that they

powder was located they did Know,
but judging from later development it

| could repair the broken Mracket, the
| entire aperatlon taki ¥ two min-
‘utes from the Hme v E_nfuuplei the




Ir‘}\é‘.‘u ,: . ;
B
LN

s
il

»-m Erem m_n;;‘_
motor. when suddenly ﬂu}r saw a sheet

otﬂnmlmﬂnhudﬂw carTying ||

cwrdth It deadly fumes,

McelGroarty at once came to the con- |’

" clusion as to what had occurred and
Cinformed MeGraw of his fears. The
Intter thought such a thing impossible
‘but in a few seconds they heard the
moane and groans of the injured and
dying and they with the four men who
“weré walking out began the work of
regcus. The first men they came o
Lthey carried back farther in the tun-
nel, toward what is known as the "G
_weln. They carried back dozens of the
“men,and as they carreid them back

“and laid (hem down, one or two of the |

: rescuers would remain with them and

Lgive them coffee or water secured from

.uur many tin bottles, carrled by the

. minets, and which were strewn all
t.

 During this work of rescue Me-
~Groarly and Hehoe had handkerchiefs
ied about their mouth and nose, soak |
_:tn.: ﬂu same with water from time to
Jl:{mr., the sulphur stream, which
1 m .l.'l-nng #ide of the tracks, Finally
- fell down, partly overcome
i tlun «chonking fumes, but ha re-|
wived after putting his face Into the
lg!lphnr water. About this time he
ssed Kehoe. the Ilatter havingt
wone farther ahend In the tunnel, and
he nhnuud to him. but recelved noj
sponse and he thought the latter had
erished with the others. He said he
 contlnued with the work of rescue un-
il an openlng was finally affected in
~ ‘the tunnel and he reached the ocpen
air when he fell unconscious and knew
dmu until he awoke in the hospi-
‘Ho qulckly revived and today
#'no ill effects from his experience.

L Telis Gruesome Story.

" Kehoe tells the most gruesome story.
‘He picked up the details from the time
“he left McGroarty in the rescue work.
"He =ald he came to the car which con-
Jtained the powder which exploded and
“hers he said the men were belng roast-
“ed-alive. He ssxid the slght was ter-
‘rible;  He =ald'he pulled at men In an
effort to rescue them and the skin from

*hends and arms would pull looge,

‘the groanz of the dying has made

n 'lautln; impression and he still im-

uglnes he ean hear and  sse the

W’L. About this tims he began

TTLE fenr for his own life for his strength
st leaving him.

‘place he jumped from & car
and fell upon & postrate from, and
hurled himself Into the water to es- |
wEpe the fumes, keeping hiz face in
the water as long as he possibly could,
and by scrambling glong thi= way ha

'WﬂWWMMemmmmm

t‘ﬁ‘f‘ m He
man who held out his hand in appeal
hlmandhaemﬁﬂmh:lmmﬂ
_ummmmmmml
player. He had leen frightfully burm-
d, and his  was so swollen in
hﬁiﬂhﬁr tha.t He coul i
though !

‘al=
do g0,
said he took hold u,L' : ' n.t-}
ut he was'
Unable to pre ‘He said
the man wi fdeath  but' hag
£t him his hroth-

point Met
grabbed Kehoe
was with a consi
wan able to pry the m .
After freeing himgelf aga

and effort to get out of the place

aen, piled four feet high,
th their clothez on fire. A
around them and in dolng soshls shirt
caught fire. This he jerked from his
body and soon began to inhalé fresh
alr, and yelled to those ahesd of him
asking how far he was from the mguth
of the tunnell, a volee answerad not far
‘and with & superhuman affort rde
fresh air and safety,

Kehoe came resling out of the tun-
‘nel naked to the walst, while startled
mon| on the outside stood looking a.t
him In fear, he screamed to them
Inside and help with the work o m-
cue, and when he rushed back in they
Afollowed him and the work of bringing
‘out the dead and dying started in
earnest and it was not long before all
were removed. The sight these dead
and dying men presonted as they were
brought out has already been told.

Other Witnesses Quizzed.

Beveral other witnesses wers quizzed
by the mine inspectors, including Mar-
tin MeGraw, a tracklayer; Martin Noon,
head electrician, and Joe Rutledge, a
& boss together =with several
othdrs, but none of them. could throw
any jfurther light on the direct cause
of the aceldent, other than the two
theories already advanced.

The officlals of the company whnl
were present at the investigation were:
Vice-president and general manager,
Charles Dorrance; general superinten-
dent, Luzerne district, R. H. Buchanan;
consulting engineer, Eli Conner; dis-
trict superintendent, Samuel Tench;
division foreman, Jerome MoCrystal;
enginesr safely first department, Bruce |
Demmick; inslde foreman, Baltimore |
tunnel, P. J. O'Hara. = ;

In addition to Chief Button the fol-
lowing mina Inspect wWere pressnt:
Robert Johnson, of Pittston, inspecior
af the Eighth disiricl; Edwin O
Pittaton, Inspector the Ninth
trict: John B. Corgah, of this city, Tenth |
district inspecior: Theomas J. Willlame,
of thi= city, Hieventh distriet Inapector:

began to approfich fthe mbuth of the

tunnel, but co nt seq the light of

acr Locause of \the atmosphers being
\

Frank = Kittle, of thip ecity. Thirtaenth
district inspector. And Joseph J. Walsh, |
of Wilkes-Barre, Fourtsenth district in-

or.

Fnllnmn; the lnﬂlrl:i 1
Inspectors and officlals of
tered the tunnel and
mund where the sad



FLASH OF POWDER
KILL 78 N MINE

Trapped as Trolley Wire Hits
Blasting Material Kegs.

LAW OF STATE VIOLATED

Explosive Carried Upon Same
Train as Passengers the
Cause of the Disaster.

Workers Hldlng to Labors Are'

i

FEW ESCAPE THE

Offer Refuge for Those Who
Act Quickly.

Wilkes-Barre, Pa., June 4 —Baventy-
-el.;ht ‘men and boys are dead and 48 are |
Hnjured, according to officlal lists of the |
Delowares & Hudson Coal Company and
the varfous hospitals nnd morgues, as
the result of an explosfon of biasting
powder in a ear attached to o trainlond
lof miners being tra rted to thelr
work in the Baltimore No. 2 mine of the
coal company in the east end of this city

| fied and 87 are unidentifled. A num-
ber of the Injured have not been iden-
tifled. The disagter s, with one exoep-
tlon, the greatest that ever has oc-
curred in this viclnlty.
More than 100 mine workers were
crowded into what is koown ns a trip
ob-mina cars deawn by a motor.
rear car earried 12 kegs of black powder |
used for blusting loose the conl in the |
chambers. The mine is medern and
equipped olectrically. The trolley wire
snapped when the train had gone about
200 feet from the entrance. The wire
gputtered nnd sizzled and the sparks it
emitted touched off the powder. The
terrifled riders instantly were aware of
the danger that confronted them but
they stood powerless to avert it.
There was a roar and in an instant
evory man and boy on the train was
eitber dend or wounded, Terribly man-
gled bodies wore found everywhere by
the rescue erews which instantly rushed
|into hte mine. Firefighters, working
frantlcally, succeeded lo an Incredibly
ghort time in subdulng the flames which
followed the blast,

Many Injured Past Recovery.

Then came the groesome work of tak-
ing out dead and injured. Those who
had not already succumbed were 8o
badly burned that In nearly every case
death is a matter of only a short time.

Flames caused the greater loss of life,
many of the budhs baln: burned tu a

mnud. sent to hunpltnla ag quickly aa
ambulances could be provided and the

Creeks Running Beside Track |

today. Of the dead 41 have been identd- |

The' |

INFERNO | |

dead were brought out and placed in
tiers on the green. Doctors and nurses

were somewhat late in reaching the scenie
berause many of them were abed when
the accident happened, Hospitals quickly
filled and morgues were filled to over-
flowing.

Carelegsnesa and violation of mine
iaws of the State caused the great loss
of life, COme of the -aost drastic provi-
sions of the anthracite mine code is the
gection forbidding the transportation of
men on 8 car or train which carries ex-
plosives, Yet the train of little cars con-
vering its freight of miners had attached
to its rear a car of powder. Investiga-
tion will disclose whether the men or
the company is responsible for this vio-
lation of the law.

East End last night was the scene of
great gaiety. That section of the city
welcomed home men from the 311th
Field Artillery. Bands were out, flazs
were flying, red fire burned, persons
Inughed and shouted. Within 12 hours
all was changed; many
made zad.
their joy turned into despair.
fathers were among the dead.

Their

Relatives ldentify Corpses.

Hundreds of women, men and chil-
dren gathered about the tunnel. Shriek-
ing and erving, they lifted the blankets
from the bodies and were terrified at
the gight. Women fainted, men lost their
nerve and children ran away in fright,
At the morgues the work of identifica-
tion was carried out with little snecess,
Brave mon and women sought to aid
the relatives, to give them news; but the
geene was pitiful, It is estimated that
there will be scores of widows and or-
rhans as a result of the catastrophe.

Mine officials and State officials were
on the scene promptly, but their efforts
were directed first to the work of rescue,
There were enough men to mest all
peeds for the work inside the mine, but
the chief trouble during the carly hours
was in getting nurses, doctors and sup-
plies.
from the tunnel were burning when
they reached the surface. Clothes had
been burnd away and the flesh was
searing from the intense heat. Water
was poured on these to put out the fire.
It was =zuch sights as this that made
brave hearts turn away.

Company employees said that there
was a pull of 186,000 cubic feet of air
a minute in the tunnel and that the air
pulled in the famez of the powder
directly over the heads of the men,
Along the gide of the tunnel runs a
creek and at the flash of the flames
some men whe walked along the side
of the cars dropped into the water and
saved their lives, Thomas Dougherty, a
miner, one of the survivors, was thrown
out of a car and saved himself by throw-
ing himself into a diteh. He talked of
the accident and anid:

In a Veritable Hell.

“We were riding along about 50 fest
in the tunmel. There was a blinding
flash, 1 was thrown from the ecar. I
snw the water and I hurled myself into
it. Bodies were all about. Some [ know
were dead, others were eryving. The
flnmez were terrific.  They were all
about. We were in a veritahle hell, No
man could possibly hope to escape with
hix life unless he got in the water, bur-
ied hiz face and rolled over and over as
I did. There was powder in the car.
There were about 10 kegs besides there

A | were keza carried by the men. Of eonrse
soidy o |

I do not know what sot them off, hut
I believe the trolley wire broke and that

gparks ignited the powder.”

“The trip forms at the mouth of the
tunnel each morning,” said John Con-
non, who wasz on the motor when the
accident ocenrred,  “The  trip today
formed at 6.23. Joho MeGrearty was
the motorman and Jimmy Kohoe the
brakeman. 1 was riding on the head
end of the trip and the carz were filled
with men. In the last car were several
kegs of powder., I do not know whether
any men were in this car. The last car
was just inside the mouth of the tun-
nel when MceGrearty, the motor run-
ner, noticed the wire hanging low.

“He stopped the trip and started
ahead a few hundred feet to nscertain
the cause of the low wire. He had .
traveled ahead a few feet, when he|
ngain stopped and told me to go out and
tell another motorcar runner on the out-

| out again.

homes were|
Home of the soldiers had

| Mi:ldi:lu' flash.

Some of the first bodies brought |

i [ John Kubie,

{ Tombinski, «
| Lenahan, Michael Harris, Victor Haruis, |
[ Martin Maraski, William Bono, Michael |
| Connell, Edward Connors, John ML'l.'-iﬂﬁ-l

gide, Willlam Williams, to pull the trip
MeGearty alse shouted to
| the men in the cars that they had hi_:rl_tur

tuet out and walk., T =aw eome night-|
ahift men going ont, and I mld them to:
jotify Williams to |'|l||] the trip of enrs |
{oit, They =znid they would,

| Might Shift Men Escape. [

| “The men in the ears were in the |
{aet of climbing ont, amnd the night-shift
‘men had just left, when there was u'
There was not “muchi
| concussion aud the flame was goue in|
| a little while. Every man in the tm:m.-l.
| wns affected by smoke.  We meny
woere on the front were affected, but w
eacaped  the foree of the flomes—>Me-
| Griary, myself, Frank Solinsky, Nieh- |
| olas "'.IL\U]['- and John Guvein.  Then |
we started to help the injured and take]
out the bodiez of the dead. |
“PBecanze of the smoke we conld not

|j.'|'- bevomd the fourth car. We took|
ag many men as poszible inte the!
' G vein, Those who were saved owed'

their lives to MeGroary, and had start-|
ed to walk to thieir places of work. W ol
| remained where we werp until we 'nllm
find onr way out of fhe smoke
on_ the outside hnrried in. I am not
sire how the aceident happencd, |
“The wire was hanging low. It might
have touched the metal of the car. Some |
of the men, I am surve, were drowned as !
they piled on top of each other in the
sulphur ereck which runs along the|
| gide of the tunnel.” |
Officials of the company and men
[ rescied from the accldent agreed that
the explosion was not terrific. DBlack
powder, they said, does not explode like
dypamite, but burns, The flash is sud-
ﬂun and, while it is in the nature of an
PT]Pl.I'lHﬂI:I. it has pot the driving force
|ut' the other explosives. The ignition
of the powder, drawn in by the foree of |
the fansz, pulled the flames like a blanket
down over the men. It seems like the
irony of fate that over the mouth of the |
tunnel in great, big white letters, are/
| painted the words, “Safety First.,”

|
|
Loss in Wilkes-Barre. i

| The identified dead . nelude the fol-1
| lowing. almest all of whom lived in|

| Wilkes-Barre: Lellwyn IParrot, Jtlllui

| Rutstein, Simon Shoblik, Stephen I"‘L"III-|

| chak, John Kivotchke, Walter Kubie,
Tony Stroamer, Richard|
Ricket, Bdward Oliver, George Getiner,
Patrick (¥Mally, Charles Logan, Slacky
John  Vannort, Patrick

key, Jozeph Hort, Btanley Forestal, Wil-
limm  Bircha, Jamies Muorphy, .luseph[
HSehesny, William Stanagitis, William
Stanvak,

7[:'(1“{,919,'{:
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Committee Mamad.

Chief Button appointed a mﬁ.‘t
committes today for the purpose of in-
vestigating all the evidence they have
unearthed =o far that would throw any
positive light on the cause of the dis-
uater, They are: :

Thomas J. Williams, Inspector from
the 11th district, chalrman. |

David T. Thomas, Inspector
12th district.

John B, Corrigan, Inspector from the
10th distriet..

E. (. Curtis, Ingpector of the 3th dis-
trict.

Robert Johnson, Inspector from the
Eth district, ol

Joseph J. Walsh, Inspector from the
14th district.

When asked what theories the com-
mittee intended to proceed upon, Chalr-
man Thomas J. Willlams named four
causes, either of which might kave
ignited the gunpowdesr:

First—A bar carried by any of the
miners could have touched the trolley

wire and thus caused a contact with
tin can of powder. :

Second—One of the men may have
attempted to get out of the car with a
can of powder on his shoulder, thus
causing it -to touch the trolley wire
.overhead, caualng the powder Lo Igulte.
‘Mhird—In case the cans holding the

powder were defective, a spark from
the trolley or a lighted match might
. have caused theignition. Pipes belong-

from

~ing to the dead miners were found in
the fatal cars which shows that they |
were. probably smoking while riding

into the tunnel.

Fourth—Tha trolley broke at a dis-
tance of 2,500 feet inside the tunnel
“earller In the morning. just before the
“mocldent occurred. If the trolley fell

acrogs the steel rafls and the current

came back and charged the cars in
which the Ten and powder were, that
iy have caused the ignition.

Mo Positive Evidence. i

SHowever,” said Inspector Willidms,
“there is mno positive evidence that
any of these causes lgnited the pow-
der., Thera are numerons conditions

! which must be fitted in order to de-
termine whether or not electricity Ig-
nited it. We are now fitting thess
conditions according (o the evidence

- we are obtaining, and of course, cannot
afrive at any defipite conclusion just
wvet, We must finish with the evidence
firat. - .

“About August, 1918, a committes of
mine workers met the officials of this
colllery for the purpose of obtalfing
a ride to, their work in the morning.
It was agreed at the time botween this

_committes and the coal company;ex-
ecutives that a trip. into ‘the mine
would be furnished in the morning and
that alf powder be placed i the dast
car. No men were to ride in this cnr
uril;}# iext dne apead,!; & a0

Ffhe! evidence " Indicates  that, the
minars’ .commmittes and the company
officials examined the cars frequently
to see that thls agreement was carried
o

“Om the morning of the aceident there
were geven kegs of powder in the last,
ar pu_wder car. This powder rémained
intact and did not explode.

“*The investigation however ls not
Apished for the reason that many of
the witnesses vet to be called are in
Jhe hospital and in & «condition that
dges not permit them to be questloned

now. When they recover. a full report -

will be madeé to Chief Button of the
state buregu, of mines” :

“liaf,

Lozl Official Attends.

President  Jacob  Stephens of the
local Miners' Union, Moo 16883, was
spesent at. the conference of the State
nine Inspectors this morning. He al-
o accompanied the officlals into the
tunmel and was shown every fool af
the:track where the acecident occurred,
Following this inpection tour. he ad-
mittde  as true ~Inspector Williama"
statement pertalning to the  mihers’
committes and company officlals agree-

ahead toward the point whers the

alao was unable to furni=h the officials

ment In August, 1918

He sald he appointed iwo menibers

sn that commitiee at the time, bolth of miners 250
shom were in the third car of tha trip coupling his motor,

wnd were killed., He recalled the com-
nittee having come back to report to
Aimy about the agreement having been
spached and remembered thatl no pow-
der kegs were to be carried in the same |
earg with the men ona twip. . i

President Stephens did not vemurvl
to state as-to what in his opiniony Was|
ihe' | cause of the dizsadter,” 80 many
causes could have been respongible’”
he apid, “that it would be fcily to Jump
at qonc]ustnna atl this tlme, However,
we gre vitally interested in ascertaining
whether any negligence existed any-
where and ara not going to stop our
investigation umtil this Is finaliy de-
tarmined.

#p the meantime I have apointed a
eummittes to call upon the families of
thi A-mnd injured miners and funds

2 ralsed immedlately Tor &
in’ addition to what wa have on
Eand to extend them aid.” s

The committee appointed by Presi-
dont Stephens are W, J, Evans and
Jacob Stevens, for Investigating condi-

n T T

Chief Button sald Jdater” that he was|
unable to throw @any ™ tupon  the-
situation. 4 .=-:‘r M_:‘-{_’.L

The second witness was Arthur By -
mond who was riding in the second
car of the trip, but escaped by getting|’
out of the car and starting to walk

motorman had gone to Investigate what
looked Hke a broken troligy wire, He

aﬂrt%n dxerp Nﬂ. ‘hod
the mo of the trip. e
t fugther Instead of un-
d going ahead to
investigate the tpolible, many of those
kilted would have been saved.

He explained thias by saving that the
air tunnel at the  advanced point
would have given | them  plenty of
fresh air and no ‘deaths would have
resulted, as it was' ascertained they
died from carbon monoxide polsoning.

In additiona fo the mine inspectors
who were present at yesterday's con-
forence, four more attended today's
segsion. They wera: J, Roderick, Haz-
letom; M. L. Brennan, Pottaville:
Charles Priee, Lyken's  Valley, and
John J. Stlekler, Hazleton.

The inspectors do nol place much
confidence in the theory that electric-
ity from a charged rail’ caused the
powder to ignite, saying that had this
teen the case, the last car which re-
mained  intaet although i1, had seven|
kege of powder in {t was noy effected in|
the least. .

The finding of the imperféct cans of
powder today seemns to Incline the mine
inspectors to think that either a spark

tions among the members of the dead cans on the premises, pointing out the

| miners’ families.

The men have been instructed to call
at the home-of avery miner whose fam-

dangers ever

present from o defective
containers, (:'hter Button however, or-
dered that all cans now on hand be re-

ily in any way has been made to SUf-placed with new ones and sald that

fer because of the disaster.

ery! Instance, the chief officer of the
union announced.

President Stephens also stated that
an International rellef committes had
been appointed to supplement the work
of 'the local committee and thus cover
the ground from every standpoint. By
this method. he pointed out, every
family in distress wili be caréd for
without s moment’s delay.

International Relief Committee.

The international committes is com-
posed of: .

MNeil J. Ferry, Hazleton; John Mates,
Willlamstown: Thomas Davis, Nantl-
coke: Daniel Lee MeHugh, Plitston;
Jemes Gleason, Scranton; Peter O'lon-
ndl, Wilkes-Barre, and Organizers
Hugh Friel and W. Peter gnowsky,

i Witnesses Summoged

“Only two witnozges wer
bafore the gathering af &
specters thia  mernin
cﬂllrd.ms . W. Wagner, asaistant
foreman of the mine. The nature of

summaoned
te mine In-

They will poo f
in turn report to Presldent Stephens an-:E_ }:'.::m th;: :ﬁ?;'éiro: ?ix

Immediate réellef will be provided in ev< hive  canssderhe -xnl

¢ cans might
ed match may
n. Thay were
unanimous in their empation of the
company’s methods in permitting such

N

be the fault of the manufacturer wha
originally packed-them; thus getting In-
to the company’s storehouse without
the official’s knowledge, .

senting a New York News Weekly
exchange were on hand to-day taking
pictures of the Important gathering|
of state mine bureau officers. Follow-
ing the concluzion of the sesslon ati
about one o'clock, the inspectors were |
photographed as they came out of the
conl company ﬂffii:‘l};u. . |

Another conference will be held tth|
afternoon, following which the special |
committee appointed by Chief But-|
ton will conduect all future investiga-
tions. 1

The! fArat|

—

Motion picture photographers repre-
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Seventy-Eight Killed When
Broken Wire Ignites Powder

EAPLOSION THROWS BODIE
N EVERY DIREGTION

ADER

1
Y

NIJ

N PERYLVANA

Many Men Burmed to Crisps
Some Homes Which Wel-
comed Returned Soldiers at
Night Turned Into Places of
Sadness Today, as Merry-

. makers Are Amang Dead.

BULLETIN

My Assmrisoed Feves Leassd Wire,

ET TRl er e ER =Tl -

WILKES BARRE, FA. JUME 8—
BEVERTY - BIGHT MEN LOAY

THEIR LIVES IH THE BALTIMORE
WO THNMEL  OF THE DELA-
WARE AND HUBSON COAL COM-
PANY EXPLOBON AMO FIRR To
DAY AHD THIRTY.ONE WERE |8
AURED, AGCCOMDING T A LIST
QIVEN GUT BY THE COMEPAMY

HORROR IN MINE |

JUNE 6, 1513

DEATH TOLL OF
83 RESULTS FROM
| HINE EXPLOSION

SFFICIALE AT MOON TODAY, i Thres Hundred Pouncls of Black
FORTYONE  WODIES  wave| ! I"-'vwvlsl;:rlkw{b:d 'E‘.'Z Imlq"
- - Ex 2
I" HEEN ":I#T"I“ AMND THIATY. i Wilked

THE

LEXINGTO

COMPARYE IRJUNED LINT I8 NGT

COMBLETE ANB IiT /8 COERTAIN

THAT THE NUMBER OF /HJURED

Wikh MEAGH ABROUT FomTY,
s

THE DETAILS
MRCRES  WARRE L ok b

rE ARG AEETN RN SN TIAYE WET

LEXINGTON, KY., THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUXE lﬂ 14918,

leverrehese. The injured were mpidly
pemared, sent ts hesplials s quickiy

‘lthe dead were brought cul dnd pcmedl
i thers o the grees. I
.\ Dosiors snd mehees were somowhat
.|1n%# n reaching the stene. This was
Abecamse maay of (hem  were abed
whea fhe sccident happensd Hos
pitals guickiy filied and meegoss wer
flled 10 ovar{lowing, |
East E2d Wednesday night was the|
pcene of great paiety. Thai eiction|
Tof the ity welcomed home bare from)
{the 311t Mald artiibery battery. aads
were oul, flags fiyiag, rd five burned)
peogls langhed and ehosted

Withts  fwelve  hours ﬁhﬂ;'
changed. mExy homes being =
i Bome of ihe soldlers had their joy
rmrasd Into desgalr. Thelr fatkers
Jwer amens 1he desd
¥ Bedien Charned.
y| Tdentitication of the bodtes i alnosl
| ropossdble, Many of them are charred
| beyond recognition.  The limbs ol
rmmummm:mum;
A oAr B oa m lbowas sal betwesn
yloarepty-fre and one hundred wore
il iiied or had ied from injuries. |
| The death list s rapidly growing

[ —— |
FEW  ESCAPE  UNMNJURED

L
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