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August 14, 1871; Eagle Shalt (Anthracite),
Pittston , Pa.; 17 Killed

(Prom tne .}tiners' Journal, Pottsvill e, Pa ., Aug. 19,
187/. and the Philtldelphia Pu blic Ledger, Aug. 16 ,
1871)

Abou t 10 o'clo ck In the morning an ex plosion of
fired a mp in the Eagle sha ft killed all t he me n in the
inner workings of the pi t. ~Ien at th e foot of the
shaft heard the ex plosion and fe lt the shock and a
ha rm less gust of air. T hey wen t in to the ga ngway
to see wh at might be done tor those inside and f ound
one bod y outs ide a fa ll of rock that blocked th e pa s­
sage. Hope wa s given up for th e lives of th e oth er s.
Rescuer s dug through the fa llen rock but could not
get inside until they pu t out the fire in the f ur nace
and t urned wa ter down the sha ft. Some of the bra t­
tt cea that were dest royed were replaced to pr ovide
enough air to reach the bodi es which were br ough t
out by the nigh t of August 15. It wa s t hought that a
fall forced gas ou t of worked pla ces onto the open
ligh ts of the workers. The shaf t was sunk in 1856
and th e mine nearly wo rked out . Gas was very
troublesom e. One of the men kil led had bee n the only
survivor of an explosion that k ille d 5 men in this
mine in 1860.
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