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February 20, 1884; West Leisenring Mine, West
Leisenring, Pa.; 19 Killed

(From Adventures in the Mines, by T. T. O'Malley,
1891, p. 180)

Gas had accumulated in one of the entries during
the night * * * men started to work in the morning
without the mine having been examined * * * one
went into an old room to look for rails * * * and lit
the gas with his naked light, which exploded, burning
and killing some of them, and the others were suffo-
cated by the after damp. Several men * * * escaped
by going around to another entry.
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A Mins Horror.

CoxxELLSVILLE, I’a., Febrpary 20.—At 6
o'clock this morolag ohe of the mast tercible
exploslons ever known In this viclnliv e
cuMed at the West Lelsinring sbaft, n few.
mlles from here, resultivg lu fulghtful loss of
life, The parliculars ara yo neagrs that noth-
log definlte Is kuown of what caused tue dis-
astar. Tho latest report racalved here, at
noon, was to the.efect that sowme 75 persens
were at work Jo the mine at the time of the
explosion and that out of the number 20 per-
#ons gre koown to have met thelr death, that
many dead bodies have already beeu taken
put, Twelys wers rescued, asveral of whow
ate 50 badly (nfuret that they wiil die. Every
eftort Is belng made to get at those who are
yet in the mive and to learn the full extent of
the [rightful accldent, It Is thought at Jeast
fifty perons out of the sevanty-five in the
mioe are killsd oc so badly lujured that they
wilMlie.

UstoNTows, Pa., February 20.—The litle
minfog village of YWest Leisenring, fouc mhles
north of here, was this morning the secene of
the most terello exploston gver koown to the
coke reglon. The Conpelisville Coal & Icon
company hiave two hundred coke ovens,which
have boon in operation about & year, employ
Ing one hundred men, ‘The cosl Is oblalned
by means of ashaft whilcl reaches tha mines
at a distapee of four hundred feet from the
surface, This momlog part of the fores,
wiio had worked ati night, 1éft the mice »
little after % o'elock amd  seventy
athers  took thelr  places, oaking
the usual worolpg sbift At
about balf-past six o'clock, while the juen
were dlgging, suddeply thers occurred with-
out warning an ¢xplosion that conyulsed the
mloe In every apartment and threw the men
{oto the utmast cousternativn. ‘The scene of
the explosion was ip ons of the aphriments
500 feet from the bottom ot the nuuit aud
1,200 feet from the surface opentog. The
awlul scane: that ensued. amopg the terror:
gtricken mioers capoot be descilbed. Al
thelt lamps wera blowd out—and-they wers
left In dsrkneqs and confusion. Tiey had
not time to recover from the shoek untll they
found themselves unable to breathe.

OFf all thes men who were la ihe heading
whers the exploslon ocurred Dick Lalsley
alons escaped to toll the swial story. Wheo
the explosion cawe and all the lighta were
blown oot Baleley was just chengiog bis
clothes. He it once wouod part of the
¢lolhes tightly eround his face end mouth to
keop Llie foul alr from choklug him and gave
the rest of the garments to hig companlon
with Instruclions to take the same precau-
tions. e then starled {or the malu entrance,
bldding bls companion to follow. They raa
over bodies of men, They could se0 uolhing
tut could hear groaus of dylog men. Pres-
ently Balsley #companlon protested that they.
wers not golog o the right dicection and
turned back. ile perisbed, Baistey pushed
on until floally he saw & Jight and was taked
out. His escape is regnrded by experlenced
miosrs a3 ope of the npst marvelous o
record,

Fawilies of the ménxulckly gatb.ared about
the shaft and were crazy with Suspense.
Balsley's story gave them little ground -for
bope that any could be gut out alive. Sodan-
gerous was the after damp that It was fully
two hours before avy voluuteers vould enter
the mines., Mauy wero on band rendy 10
gearcl Butb were unable to do so,until hops of
resculng the unfortuuatas alive had quite flod.
[t was about S o'elock when the fitst body
was brought out 1t was thal of Miclasl
Ripko, a Luugarlsn, whoss wifo and iwo
children were walting and weeplug at lbe
ghaft, e liad evidently died from sufoca-
tion. The work of rescuing LLa men NOw
weént rapldiy un and at. noon 10 bodles bind
bean cartied out. Then the roll was called
aod It was announcad that all the meh were
accgulted for.

The dead list Is as foltows: Michael Heflern,
leavds b wife and six chlldren; Joho Duckly,
unmarried; James Tracey, slogle; Jod. Baker,
%ie moil two children; Davkd Lloyd, slogle,
Wi, Davls, siogle; Thomouns MeGarey, wila
and three ehlidren; Jgbn  Iach, slogle;
Mishnel Ripko, wh{e avd two shildren; Qeorge
Collts: Dantel Duckoer, coloved, wife and Lwo
chitdren: John Murray, wife amd one child:
Teter Waters, single; Wm, Sondog, wite and
tour chiidren; Joo DBarker, wife; Andy
Waramus, slogle, Albert llc ckeny, wits and
one chlld; Garry E. Mayo.

Most of e above bore no visible marks of
vinlence, butdled of suffoca tion. Thelr faces
were generally very black: smoke and dubt
having becw blown inlo Lhe skin, Many of
tlrose who were ju other patts of the mino
suffored eeverely, After identliying ihe
bodlas Coroter Eaton adjonyned the loquest
wntil Seturday morning.  T'he company bear
il expensea of (ke funerals . vehieh take placo
to-morrow and next day. Tho acomnuiation
of o mush gng.in this mine na to causa such
an exploslon ts a matler of mnuel surgtiso.
No dceldent ever befora ocen rred hors, And I
wad consldered & very 8afe mine. Tho mina
bogs with his lamp rada the ususl cxamins
tion 1ast oight end peononnce @ sverylhlog sl

right.
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Terrible Exjplosion in a Coal Mme
A WRSTRRN FENNSTLYANIA MINE
AWALLOWS NIKETEEN VICTIME.

Uxrostows, Ps., Feb. 21 —At West
[ciseniog shell, or Leiseniog No. 2, as it
is frequently called, about four miles
north of this place, in Dunbar township.
occnrred yesierday morniog one of the
mnat dinastrous explosions of tire damp
in mining nausals. The shaft is 400 feet
deep, sad the explosion accurred abont
0 yarda from the bottom of the shaft,
hetween U and T o'clock, at which Ume
there were more than eighty miners in the
pit. In or near the main entrapce the
force uf the explosinon was terrific, hlow-
ing the wop off the derrick over the shaft.
As soon as Lhe disaster was known to the
employers and laborers, about tweoty men
volunieered to rescue 1hose who might
still be liviog in the pit. Buta short
time elapeed unti]l the men were lowered
and work beguu. Those who were en-
gaged in the work describesl

THE BCENES BELOW

as awful. The floor of the pit was cov-
ered with lifeless and half-liteless bodies.
Many of the miners were atuoned and
wanderiog around, not kanowiog io what
direction they were gniog. 1t was ebout
12 o'clock when the last man wes loken
ounl. Then an examinslion showed that
sineteen of the miners were dead. A
nomber who were almnit suffocated were
restored te consciousmess after they
reached the top. The bodies of the desd
and wounded were removed o the honses
Wbat dot the hillsides, and the snperintend-
ent and engineer of the works, L. K. Tag-
garl, came 0 Uniontown for Coroncr Bul-
ton. About 2 o'clock the cornner and s
score of other citlzens arrived at the scene
of destruction, The coroner impanejed s
jary. All the bodies were viewed and
identified, when the jury adjourned to
meel al the town hail, Uniontown, on
Baturday, when
WITNESSES WILL BE EXAMINED

West Lelsening is one of the nestest
villages In the coke region. The houses
are 80 located that the smoke of the ovens
neéar by does not seitle upon them, as in
most eth- r=, and those in the coke busi-
néss are woul to polot 10 these works as a
model. It is removed from the nesrest
other works sbont two miles, and s
hemmed in by the hills. It is sorrounded
by farms as good as the coumty contains,
snd the owners of them gathered to-da
in large nambers 10 sympsthize with an
sid the bereaved ol the village. The
mipe has been pronounced ome of the
best and safest in the coke region. Two
of those killed left minea which they
considered dangerous, and were engagedl
by Lhis company but & few weeks !

o mine for this district
thought the mine » model, and placed a
disgram of It io his report. No one ean
accunat for the accident, a8 the fire boge
bad bean in the mipe & short time before
the accident happened, had tested it, and
prooounced it safe. The minersall

EXONERATE TWE CONPANY.
Most of thedead will be buried Friday,

when the com wiil t their re-
ooy i sy By Fis e i
The mioe ins r was preseat after.

100D, exawining the mioe, and as 800N as
the derrick and the iron cage which were
demaged can be repaired and the mine
cleared, work will be resomed.
INVESTIOATIXG THE CADSR

UxioxTowX, Pa., Feb. 21.—The acene
of yraterday's terrible disaster is being
A S mr iy e T s
wha come, are simply cu
come with Lhe earnest intention of tmves-
tigation, mnd, il possibie, of sscertainiag
thy canse of the ex
ga¥ has not cansed much ronble In wes:-
e;n Pmmyhulli mim but it is tﬂi:ut
that & vast quaptit geoeraled s
short tinn:llr.homrbeing discovered. A
majority of expert: who vzamined the
mioe this morning inclime 10 the belief
that the explosion resulted from the fall.
ing in of a portion of the roof of ome ot
the chambers and exposing a crevice fllled
with fire damp. Noae, bowerver, are will-
ing to stake their repotation on this uatil
LY aﬁu thorough examinstion has been
mmde,

The coflina for

THE NINETEEX VICTIMA

arrived from Pitaburg this morming, and
all will be Luorled from Univalown to-
morrow. Twu-thirds of the victima are
Roman Cstholics, und it bas not yet besa
decided whetlier & union service will be
held, or esch family bary their own dead.
The Connelfsville Coke & Transconti-
nenial eompany, owaers of the mine, pay
ail the funeral expepses.

There are pone here who censure the
company. Tnoe opioinn in univeraal that
the explusion cannot be charged to their
neglect, as the shafl was a model; the
most approved appliscces were used for
salety, and grealer precaulions were taken
iban are required by law,

The families of the dead miners are nol
1o immediste destitute circumstances, but
the sudden

WITEDRAWAL OF SCPPORT
caused by the taking of hushands, fathemn
and brothers, will be serioualy felt in the
oear futare. }hn{ bad their lives in-
sured only last week. An insurance agent
clrculated smong the mines sad mi
snd & large number availed themaelves
the opportunily. Among them were sav.
eral who were kllled.
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EXPLOSION.
DEATH IN A COAL MINE.

Another Disasirons Explesion iz a
Pennsylvania Coal Pit,

Twenty Miners Enter the 11l-Fated
Man-Trap,

And But One Escapes to Tell the
Awful Tale,

The Grief-Stricken Friends Sar-
round the Gaping Pit,

And Make the Air Resound With
Heart-Rending Lamentations.

MINE EXPLOSION,

A Fnghtlully Fatal Disaster In a Pann-
sylvania Coal Mine,

CoMMELLAVILLE, Pa., Feb, 20.—At 6
this morniog one uf the most torelblesx-
plonltne ever knowno in this viololty oe-
corred st Wost Lesonrlng ahahl, s few
willes from hore, resulting in irightiul
loss af llia. Partlcnlars ars r0 meagra
that nothing delloiio s known sa to what
cauned the disaster. 'The lavst report
recatved bore at nonn waa to the eilect
that some seventy-llve psraons were st
work io Lthe mlne at the thue of the ax-
ploston, and that out of thet number
twenty-nine are koown tohavomat thelr
death. Mauy bodies bave shoedy Leen
tukon ont. Twelve ware rracuod, naveral
of whom ware 8o bardly injaie | that they
will dle LEvery silort s bein ¢ mude 1o
get at thoso who ave y o do the mine and
to learn the full ex'aut ol 1he fright-
ful mecldent It Is thought thal at losat
fifty are killed or are so badly lnjured
that thev will die,

A FULLER ACCODNT

Umiontown, Pa., Feb. ¥,— The little
mining viliage of Weat Lesenring, four
miles north of here, was this morning
the scene of the most terriile Jexploslon
avar known In the coke regions. The
Conopellaville Coal & Iror company have
coke ovens bhere, which giva ewpluy=-
iment to aboul 100 men  Coal 14 obiajoed
by means of a shaft which reaches
the minks at & divlunce of 400 feet
from the surface. Thin morniog & pert
of the foree who bad workidall nlght
left the mines a Jittle afier twao o'clock,
and twenly others took thelr plaves,
making the vansl morningahitl. About
8§ 30 o'clock, while the men weedigglng,
wilhout warsing, orcurrad an exploaion
that

CONVULEED TILE MiMR

In svary aparimant Tt thirew the mon
into the ulmoesl cobsterveilon. ‘Fhe
scene of the explosion was one of Lhe
apartrmants fally 500 feet distant from
the bollom of 1be shait snd about 1,200
teat from Lthe surface opsning, the re-
port was heard ou the outslds for & oon-
slderable disiance, snd coured =uch o
jhll.r ;l.nt th; top of the derrick, 100 fect
was knocked off, a8

itfnding at the bufam of the

feot from the exploslon, and e rosh of
air blew oneof them through 1 he wooden
ciuge, abattering it w pleces. An sawiul
acenn ensued mmong Lthe tarror-siricken
mivors. All their lumps wers blown
out, and they were lefl In

DANKNESY AND CONFUEION.

They bud nol time to recover from the
shock noul they fvnod themselves uns-
bla to bresthe, The exploslon of fire
damp left the mios without oxygen.
The man bovered near the botlom, but
sven hore did not long fiud reliaf. OF
nil the men withlo hewring ol whers Lhe
oxplosion oecurred, Dick Balsely nlooe
aucapod to toll the mwiul story. Whea
lhe exploslon emins and all the lighw
wera Dblown oul, Balesly hsd jost
changed hiw clothes. He st onee wound
npartol his clothes tightly wroand bie
Mo and mouth o keap the fout al- from
choking him, aml gave the restol his
R uents o h[l companton, with lnstrug-
tions to take

THERANMETRECAUTIO NS,
He thenistarted for the cotimes, hld-
ding his cﬁmrﬁulun to follow  They ran
over Lhe bodies of meo aml shattersd
wagons, Thay vanld see pothing, but
could hear fhe mowne of dyviog mon,
Presenlly Bal-oly s vnly companuion pro-
tested that they wera not going In the
rlght direction snd lurped bk, Loke
Lots' wile, ba perished. Bulwoly posbed
on boti ke & Hght aml wes taken
ont  Hix régaroed an most
marvalous, ¢ meym Boma of Lhe
men Kapl thor Loads woder water
as Inng wa they conll, sod would chan
from waterio flre damp, nuudl fAnpsl
thoy gave np

THH UNEQUAL BTRUGO LR,
When ihe news of the explosion waas
Nasbed around the lamilles of the men
gnthered about tho shale, erarv with sus-
penno,  Balwely's slory give themn little
ground fur bope thet any eould
b pot ort alive It was m"li
lwo bonrs before any volontsers cou
apter themine  Many were resdy to
make the search, bot uneblo 0 do so
noiil tho hopeol res uing Wis unfortu-
nute allve had quite Hed. 11 wus about
elght o'vlo k when the fret body waw
brought out It was that 3 Michast
Rilks, whose wile and vwo llills oues
ware wailing at theshaft, Thoere wers oo
miurks of violence, He bal evidently
dred of suflovation, The work ol rescu-
1 now woent oniapidly. Al noos

®INELFI ¥ BODIL*

bl baen carned oul  The company's
bowrks wera thon examine] wid the ial)
enblid, mmd ot w o announced thet =1] Lhe
men wers aesountal for The bxlies
wars ldken £y homes near by and lald
out. Co ooer lallen, ol this place, with
muny athers, went from hi ro, nod the
mquess bogan thiy alternoon, No textls
wnay was taken except that which nlen-
tified the dead, s listof whom Is as jol-
lovwn @
TUFR DEAD LIYT,

Michasl Heflvon,'lenves & wifs and alx
children

John Borklsy, unmarried,

Patrick Kennedy, unmuarried, the only
ebild of & wilow,

Jamen Trary, mogle,

Jumen Haker, wife and vwo children.

David Lioyd, alogle.

Win. Davis, single.

5 Thomas Mc(iarry, wife and three chil-
ran

Jobn 'HlnH slogle,

Michss] Rllks, wife snd two children.

George Callls, wife.

David Bockoer, wife and two children,

Jahn Murray, wifa and child,

Fatar Walsrs, singles.

p Willlam Bearlog, wife and four chil-
rén.

Jos Barks, wife

H. Warmos, single,

ht!lhh' N. Hasckney, wife and one
child.

Garrle Mece, unknown relitions.

Moat of the abova had died of anfoos-
top. Their fucos generally ware vory
blsrk. Thea last mantaken out slive was
Henry Wilson, who manage 1 to subaist
on the atr st the very bottomn untll res-
cued. He was almost gooe Maay of
thoas who were lu other paris of the mloe
suffersd wavarly.
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THE MOLOCIY OF THE MINE

FOURTEEN VICTIMS OF FIRE-DAMP.

The West Lalrvenring Worrnr Rlvaled ac the
Youmgstown Works—The K1 amid
Injursd—Causp nf Lo Expioslon.

Agnin hakx the Moloch of the Mino
dronvhol hisaltor in hooonn blogd, Foeur-
teon llves hinve bean savrificed to the Flro-
Imunp ¥lemld, and tho instatlato monstor
oroucheslow i thoe gloom of tho pit avall-
log another oppnrtanity to apill blood,
reiml llesh anil mitek tho brosth of i from
additiona] vidtima. Thiv Umo the seene
of Lo disastor I+ the Youngstown mino
andh tho resnlls wre nlhnost =8 horriblo s
those of Wost Ladsonrimg, last March.
There nre two sable-bordorod pages in
the hisiory of the Conmnollsville coke ro-
glon now,  Tho denth roster of one con-
taina ninetoen natsed, and 1hnt of the olh-
er, onrtoon. Men axk thenwsolves whelh-
er there is to bo any end to such frightfal
slaugmoer, but ignoranco of the torrl-
ble proportion of lhe insidicns gos nnd
paroleesnoss of Bumilinr dangers refluso on
afirmolivo answer, A rgid syslom of
mine inspection anil a forced nso of the
wfsty Twmp has not provemtod n reeur-
rened of the horrlble lnlality. 'The in-
goneity of man hod not yet been able lo
gope wilh this inystorinus hidden foreo of
nature, ancl until it does, (he minor tnkes
s Ife In his haad when he descomls duy
aftor duy to toll fn the Lowels of the curth
for tho plaln food which hooats and the
scanty clothing whieh ho wears,  Truly,
the 18fe of the poor miner ks not u pathway

of roses.
THE FXTT.ONION.

Shortiy after four o'clnek, Monday af-
ternoon, st ufter tha night tren of min-
ors, Lwenty-alx In oll, bl omtored Lhe
mine, n dull rnmhiinges of diatant thun-
der, vibrated on the damp alr, geowing
Jondor snd Tonder and eulminaling in u
roarlike that of n pwing cyvlone, The
eurth trembled about Lhe mino, A see-
ond report followed. The hearts of the
frightened listeners above gronnd ulood
wlill it torror, A wmament lalor, anid n
densp column of smoke, fAuwe and coal
dust burst front the month of the slope
and nir slinfl. The Hereo flumoa blockod
up all svonoes of approach. J, AL B.
Reis, tho smperintendent, nul Jame+ Cole,
pit boss, had just left the mine nnd were
consulting tagether ln the offies ofthe for-
mer. They hueried to the seene.  Mine
fnspoctar Stinner, who happenad to,ba in
TUniontown, ~oon after joired them and
took chargo of tho mine, Lut fully an hour
clnpeed bofore the tlames subsicded smM-
clently to pernmit descent Inlo the mino
by way of the alr shaft. All the other
avemies of entranes weore blovked up by
fire andd dondly gases. Tho nows of the
explaion had spread 1lke wild-five nnd
many poople had gt kfred upon the seene.
“Thero wis o lnck of voluntoers, and ns
soon as Lhe condition of tha mins permil-
fed, & rosvuing party descendod, sanid 1ha
Dbreathless suspeiwo of tho spectators,

15T TIL DEATIL Tha™.

Tt wos fonnsl that 1he exploslon oecur-
radlin Lhe rizht slopo,on the sixth (lol,one-
halt wils frem the month of the minc
The Grst body Lronght oud wes ibnt of
Janpor Zobler. JEls aged fsther low] heen
atanding ot the meouth of the mine anx-
jomsly awnliing tho resiilt of the seareh.
In tremuloos tones, he-loguired of the
rewouing parly whoso bedy itwas, When

3 BEMIY ol 5t wins Uit of his own son, the
¥ olg mmum Wi overvemo with griefand had
tobo jod wwsy.  All might long the Tes-
wning party worked wilh herolomwl an-
tiring devotjon nndor ihe loudership of
Superintendent Jiokv Tho flames that
filledl $hn mine after ibo oxploslon grd-
unlly eonsupiod 1he infammable gos and
disd nway, ofitringno further hindruice
0 tho searehing party, aud botbre orn-
e The tas: of the charced and Dlnvkened
amd sonegplel bodies il been rooved,
and (o 1jving hod been roseued, Tho
el wore placed im the wareroom of the
eompany store, whers thoy wore laid out,
washed and newly clad, and whep the
yemeulng party hnd conclded Jty Inbors
fonrlonn corpees wore sirolched oul Ina
ghantly row pad g vilnge ol Youngy
{Twm 170s one vast housp of mourning.
TIE DEATI TR

Pollowing 18 ncorcacl stof the killod :
JAsIER ZEULEY, punper; aged 18; crush-
oal a7 borm by mpngzled nbout the hond.
JACK SAPE, ropo rider; aged 3 leaveso

wil= nad tpucididren.

WILLLAM W Eauh, hanler, nged 36 ; amooih-
erpk; Tenovrs A Wik and four chlldren.

JAMER PILICE, Seolliman, aged 45; amoih-
erod and slightly burned jleavesa witennd
severnd vhihizen.

JAMFR FRICE. TR, son of wbavo, ngud 155
Badly bried.

EIONLAS COLE, nged kg werribly wirnod
and mongled; loatee ook wife mod ole
smmnll children. M, Colo 3s fgngenounly
11 and will hardlr Fecover.

TESSE AILLER, Gerwn, agoed 535 smuther-
oz fenves s wifunnd fmiiy, Ho hod coly
been working in ihis mine teo wetlo

GEORGE MILLLE, son of Josse, aged 150
wenodhered-

ALBKKT TAYLOE, oped &) mmothored
Jeaves o wily wha will ina few dayd Legomn
n molher,

ADRAM WILSOX, nged ¥; roadman, lworti-
by burned: lenvena wile and fur chiildre.

FRANK XICKLOW, aped 40 sniothaned ;
leaves n wils il three childron.

WILLIAM NIUKLOW, son of ¥mank, aged
17; smothered.

GEORGE UL NNIXGITAM, agrd 38; bumed:
lpgvon p wife and oue child,

POLOAMON VANRICKLE, aped 337 badly
brared 3 leavos s wrife and onu clalul.

A IXSUnRkED,

“Tha following ls n lst of the Injnrodz

JAUOLE COLE, Mitlwe of the plt bawma; probia-
iy Maizlly burned nnd bl

DAVID {VLE, son ol Jneob; borned and
Brulsed, probubly beyond recovery,

CIIAUXCEY MILLER, » boy of 13; harned
nid abonlier dislocsied

FRANK MILLEU, oimost wniToested pod
barcly rezusclistiod.

JAMEN DARBY, nged ; sliphtly barned
and injnred Interaally ; n hushand of n
meonths,

CLARFNUE WLL0X, arm bruken knd head
baaly barnvd; mavell Blussell bY overing
Tiia Tenwd with his el

JERNY RINGER, when found, was IR \ha
last wipges of *uuocniion | was raved only
by the groatedt oforts.

WAHEINGTON KLFPEEL not much burt,
as he had tie predwaee of mind Lo lle down
{n & pool of woter nud avold johaling the
gne. He rustinblmd o drowned mt wien

Brought out,
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BMIUNEA AT THE I'IT MOUTIT,

*The seenes wt the mouth ofthe pit when
yhedead budles were belug bLrought up
was boyond the power of the invat pathet-
jc pen 1o describe. Moxt of the killed
loave wives and children, At this works,
ag at most others In the region, tho single
men were discharged sod the marriod
oiten retniined, in making the récent ro-
ductions of farve.  AlL, or nearly all, of
of tho univrtubates, wore datives and
lived in the neighborhoad. As they were
brought out of the raine they wore sa s
Ggured and hinckenod that the work of
rocognition was aluw, and soxlons wives
and children seanned ko fwes only to
seream s they recogmized the fwmiliar
geetros. The owest pitiful wlght wi that
of tho wife of Jewo Millor, & Gerwan,
who lsad been at Lhe mings only for sahort
tigso. Hor sereatiis for bhor husban 1, min-
glod with expresduny of the tenderest af-
foct luma, ¥ ure toiehing in the oxtreme.
Crunminghng and Minord had juined thelr
fortunes sid died chesped 10 gach olher's
&nibruce,

THE Fulltk Ur TN EXFLONION

wvas tenaifive Mo wwie Killeu! thin! wery

workling 1,200 feol [rein whers the oxpin-
sion took place, und the bratticing all
throngh the ming was blown to pleces.
Cars were complelely demolished, mules
killed, the travk toyn up snd tho mine
bailly shattored. Even the tin buckets
that contnined the men's srupplies were
torn Into otoms. Thore was not so much
fall of rool 83 was nb first antivipstod, and
1o deaths rosultod (rom auy fulls. Some
of the mon were found severnl hundred
feat nwny from thelr places of working,
and from their mangled condilion thoy
exidently were blown thither by the ox-
ploslon. There was considernbio gnsin
the mine forsevernl days,but It was grnd-
unlly expelled nnd the labor of replawing
the brattico work nnd doors js being done
thiy week., As soon a8 it is completed the
nir ¢nrrent will bo turned on and the mine
elenned up anil prepaced for oporations
agaln, It is not oxpected, hawever, Lhat
anything wlll be dane st tho works beforo
noxt weok, ‘P, W, Kennedy, gencral
manngor of the commpany, appeared onthe
ground on Tuasday, aud resumed churge.

IKVENTIUATING YHE CAUSH,

Mino Inspector Slinner, accompanied
by sovoral expert mino and fire hosses,
made 8 caroful inspoection of the mina,
Tuocaduy moming, with s view of nscar-
taining, If possible; Just where tho explo-
sion huppened nned how tho s wes ig-
nltod. Itls supposod Lhat the explosion
oceurred an tho elxth tlat, on the right of
the slope, whero Frank Nicklow and his
son woro dreiving a room through to the
aly convso, theough solld voul, as pas has
beon frogquently found on Umb fAst, Dok
as Nicklow wod his son each wero work-
ing with snfoty lamnps, that supposilion
wonld not hold. The theory of tho ex-
porta is that the hauler, Minerd, filed to
koep (ho door closod that shut off the
wixth flat, where the gos was known
to exlst, and that it got on Lhe seventh
tigt, and wox there Ignilod by his naked
Hght, When the full tirn isina boy Ia
employed to opon and closo the doar as
the tripd pasy up aiml down. AR thosixih
that wos woll known by oll the miners,
noon would go neur Ik without o safoty
Inmp. Nicklow wna cautios and jt s
thought that the disuster id wot rcs
pult from negligonco of his, tha sceno of
the explosion being muny feel from his
reom.

OA8 EXDOWY TO KXIAT.

The presenca of gns ln the Youngstown
mino was lirst discoversd over a yoar ago,
wlen n miner woent into an unoceupliod
entry wilb a takoed Tght, exploding tho
gns. He wis killed., Just befure tho Wesi
Leissnring oxplosion, ond soon nfter he
hal commenced bhis duties, Mine In-
gpoctor Stinner oxamined the Youngstewn
inine, dlscovered pus In dungerous quan-
titlos,und poremplorily ordered the use of
tho safoty lunp. 'Tho company appoaled
te court and Jodgo Willenn appolntod
I1ijah Parker, Purrlck Lovke, and Crow-
ford Stillwogon, throe mine experts, who
examined the mioe and wéule reporl con-
firming (he aclion of the niine inspector.
Tho company then secored safely lomps
and ordered their use by the minérs in
the pit. 'Tho tmine is supposed to be woll
vonlilatod by nir shafls. On the awmn-
ing of Lhe falal duy, the fire buss made hia
ikl inspeulion and chalked the danger
uignul nm tho door leading to number six,
Brside tho daily inspections of the fire
boss, Kogineer- Doyl last Wedneddny
made u surveya.uol the mino, and pro-
pounvedd the nir oxecellont. Tho same
opinkou was given by Jolin Fonderson, ¢
Dunbar expert, on Thusdir.
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THE CORONEWS INQUENT.

Dr, John Dation, lhe conuty coroner,
impaneled @ jury, Tuesdny merning,
econsisting of A. H. Wyeofl, oditor and
Inwyor; Anron Howmmn, dry goods mer-
chant; J. W. Durby, pentleman; K. 8.
MeLoan, contructor; Isuae Hurst, contrac-
torand O. P, Murklo, grocoer. They re-
paired to the seene of the disastor, viewed
tho remainy und adjourned til Tharsday
morning at ton o’clovk, Tho coroner nnd
hiy jury asspmblod at the houss yester-
duy wmerning ot ton o'clock, pursuant (o
{he ncljontraumont. Tho gourt reom was
e¢rowded with imloers and others inler-
ested in the proecedings. The ovidence
doveloped nothing new and the jury ad-
journed lo meet this (Friday) evening, to
ronder a verdict.

The Youngstown works comprise 240
colte ovens, located along the line of the
sSouthwest rowl four miles north of Un-
iontowni. Tho works are owped jpiotly
by the Mahoning Conl Company, snd thoe
Hrlar Hitl Iron and Cani Compawny, of
Younglown, Ohjo, and the product goes
to Lheir fuennces, not entering the mnr-
kot, For sowmne tithe past they havo boon
running but 70 ovens.

NOTES AND OUSLEVATIONS,

It js uaid that Jucob anil Duvld Cole
G net recover.

Superinlencent Kol wns the Hrst lo
Lo the dungers of tho gus-laden mine,
ancd the lust to loava ity

"Tho sounds of Ltho two rxplosjons ware
lieard a8 far soutl as Lomont, ond north

Charlos Cungors, pit boss on the Red-
stono brunch,wad o nining expert of somo
experience, rendared vipluyble sesistance
with hiv patont sufoty lamp,

Crawford Stillwagon ond Thomus Lou-
don, mining oxpeits, of Connellsvillo,
accompanied Ingpectar Stinner on his In-
vestigating tour through the pit to dis.
cover the exuses of {ho explosion.

At s sald thut tho regular (lro-boss was
diselarged n month ugo, to ent down ex-
penses, nnd that the present acting lire-
boss wos only roquired to mnke the
rounds ef the plé oncea duy, nstoud of
twicu s bovatofore.
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