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Electric Current
Causes Explosion

Leved to have caused the emall
nowder explosion last Tuesday at
the Republic Steel Corporation’s
Hunter mine at Whithy. Two men
were injured in the blast. -

Mason Fink, staie mine inspec-
tor, and J. L. Petly, electrical in-
specior, who investigated the ex-
plosion, reported the current ap-
parently came from a two inch
pipe line which the two miners,
were laying in a ditch for drain-
way. They determined the cause of

detector.

which was supposed to set the.

the current.

Meadows said these stray cu;-f
rents were qmte common in- certa.m
parts of mines. The inepector ex-.
plained that these currents cause -
many premature explosions. .

Dennis Wilson, 41, of J'ohnstorwn
Road who was injured in the blast,:
was reported In fair condition last®
night at the Beckley Hospital. He-
underwent surgerv- Tuesday mg':t,
in the hospital. -

Marvin Lilly. 41, of Jonben was e

terday. His injuries were hsted as
not serious..

The Hunter mine. resmned upera-
tion this vear after bemg shut
down for several YEaTS S

[ A stray electrical current is be- _

the current by using an electrical -

The investigators sald in their re-
port to C. M, Meadows, state mine’
inspector at large, the detonator

charge off, was short cireuited by =

Another victim of the explosmn,,

leased from Beckley Hospital yes- :
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