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Tke County REPUBLIC STeEL CORPORATION RepuBLIC MiInE

MINING EXPEE?R; SMALLWOOD, WHITE AMERICAN JoY OPERATCR, AGE Bhs with |l veArs!
THAT He RIENCE WAG 50 SEVERLY INJURED WHEN CRUSHED GETWEEN MAGHINE AND RIC,
DIED ONE HOUR LATERs He LEAVES THREE DEPENDENTS,

TH1S Acctoe&r 0CCUR
RED AT #£3 HEADING 3D RIGHT &
MAIN PILLAR BETWEEN 20 AND 3D ENTRIES, ? eeTtons orr et niony

SMALLWOOD HAC SERVED TWO YEARS AS A JoY HELPER AND HAD ON A FEW OCCASIONS A
ACTED AS OPERATOR. HE wAs PROMOTED TO REGULAR OPERATOR AND WAS WORKING HIS SECOND
SHIFT WHEN THE ACCIDENT OCGURREOQ

THE MACHINE WAS WORKING ON A PILLAR SECTICN, AND WAS LOADING OUT OF THE
FOURTH €UT FRCM A BUTTOFF, OSMALLWOGD WAS IN THE ACT OF LOADING THE FOURTH SHUTTLE
€AR FORM NEAR THE RIGHT RIB WHEN HE DACKED THE MACHINE OUTe [N ATTEMPTING' TO
®R0SS=CUT, HE MOVED THE WRONG CONTROLS SLEWING THE MACHINE AROUND IN AN UNEXPECTED
DIRECTION MASHING HIM BETWEEN THE MACHINE AND THE RIB, TO REMOVE THE INJURED MAN
}T WAS NECESSARY TO REMOVE CABLE NIPS FRCM POWER SUPPLY, AS HIS BODY HAD WEDGED
THE POWER CONTROLS TO THE CATERPILLAR IN AM GPEN POSITION, : :

INVESTIGATIONS REVEALED THAT THIS MAN HAD VERY LITTLE EXPERIENCE AS AN
OPERATOR AND WAS OPERATING HIS MACHINE WITH THE BAFETY YOLK UP, THIS YOLK LIMITS
THE MOVEMENT OF THE CATERPILLAR CONTROLS AND CAUBES THE MACHINE TO MOVE MCRE
SLOWLY, INVESTIGATIONS ALSO REVEALED THAT HIS MACHINE WAS ABOUT TWO FEET FROM THR
RiIBs ) ) '

It Is THE OPINION OF THE INVESTIGATOR THAT HAD THIS MAN BEEN MORE -
FAMILIAR WITH THE OPERATION OF THIS MACHlNE AND HAD THE SAFETY YCLK BEEN DOWN,
THIS ACC!DENT WOULD NOT HAVE OCCURREDs

RECOUMENDATIONS: THAT MACHINES BE MOVED CAUTIOUSLY WHEN RIBS CR OTHER
OBSTRUCTIVES ARE NEAR THE OPERATORS' POSITIONe THAT ALL SAFETY DEVICES WHI8H ARE
PROVIDED FOR THE WORKMEN'S PROTECTION DE USED,.
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COAL FATALITY
PIKE COUNTY, KENTUCKY
REPUBLIC STEEL CORP.

REPUBLIC - #11498

JUNE 11, 1946

Earl Smallwood died in an underground machinery accident.
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