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SUBJECT: 

COAL FATAL 
l. NU ED tiTATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 

TW S. P . HOWELL 

Explosion or keg of black blasting powde1 in home in 
I lJ i_ 110 is injuries eleven, at least seven of them 
fAtally, January 22, 1937. 

About 7 : ,i5 p.m., Friday, ,Jannni:·y 22, 1937, A. keg of b1ad, 
blasting powder exploded in the home of Albert. Tayloi·, R . No. 1, 
Fuirview Fulton Co1111ty, Illinoi•:;, n~s11J.U.ng in the death of Hi:. 
Tu.ylori bis v.;jfe, o.nd five chilch-en, and ser·iously .i.n.ju1·ing f0u1 
other members of L.he family, 1,wo of whom may or· 111,iy 11ot ,:ec.o\·er . 

:-.1r. T:J.yJor· aud lds ti~o oldel:it sons openiteiJ a :-;;mall :.:;lope min~ 
on t,js farm, J,Jro <l1tc...ing f.ifLRen or Lwf-'nty tons of coal per· day. 

fhi.s keg of po1.,.tler ivltll others had be;-)en stored in a chicken 
<.:oop a.bout 70 feel·, fr·om the fllJ\tse, hnl~ the powclel' .int.his keg 
becam<:1 damp t1.nd M 1·, Tuy lor set it. in the house o.bou L f' l ve or :,d x 
.Ce et from a ho L s t. o v e • Some o [' L he f arn i l y He r 1;J e u t, j_ n g supp e r , 
others had (··orn1:-11 .~ Lt~d Lhe menl, a.nd t.he two o 1 des L boys wer·e 
p1·Ppr-1ring Lo go oiil.~ide and <lo Lhe cbores, and fol' illuminaLion 
UH' Y had -:·aehtdc" l.<tllllJ!:; Oll their ca.p:,:;; and in some 11t1.1,rner the keg of 
p o 1~d1~r exploded, :.,;eL lhe house or, fi 1·e, and sex-iously lJucned all of 
the f aml ly. A fl. e1 L Qn~ iderable delay and confusion, the ele, 011 

n,c-> 111bers of the fi:\m i l:,· wece t.-"\.ken to Lh<• Graham Husp.i. tal a L Canton, 
[llinois, wher·e or Lhe se,;en kttown Lo have died the fit·st one died 
ut 4:20 a.m . , Saturda~, January 23, Bnd the last one at 3 :00 p . m. 
8und~cy, Janua l':,' 4•~. 

A neighbor of I.he Taylors was rll ~.o mining co::1.,l a.nrl they hact 
hoth bPen not..i.fj ...... ,l sometime prevloul,-.;l;v by Lhe StaLfl nii ne inspector 
Lo build a s,iitahlP JHH,uer m<'tga:t.inc.' ;). safe distance from L'1e rnine 
a11d d\.;~l1ing houses, buL Nr, Taylor had f;J_iled to comµly i.ith the 
orde1·. 

A. U. '.>LillP.1·, \,ho l1tves.Li~aled l.his accident, Joes not. knoh 
h' hel her or- not. Llie J. eg was open and 1;1 spar·k fell .into :i. l, since 1d.s 
infot·mation wa'.:; of' n<•:?C;essity Jarg<"'.!lj second-hand. l-1<-~ r\oes know, 
ho,vever, Lhat e1(:'(·t,r•lcit.y was not. used Jn the home and elc-"c·.t.l'icit~' 
i.::: no L under susp i c· inn. He s Late.s Uu-i t .it rnay have been that the 
1,Jar;li. keg absorLed t'nough rA.d:i.ant. lli:i ..-"l.L from the ho·t. :►,Love to have 
C'illll,,ed the temper1.1.L11t·P on the inside of th~ keg Lo reach the 
i~1dtion poinL. Tliis i,; belie\·ed to IJ1.- quite possib)e, allhough a 
i;;J ,,w i ug coal f 1·om l. lrn s to,,e or a ca1·b.ide lamp may h,H e:: been the 
1·a11s<? of the ig11 it io11. Smok.ing t•.as not ment.ioned. 

Thjs is but. vll<::! l)I' a t1umber- of ;,1ccidC;;~nt.s which hn.ve r,;.~sulted 

J. 



from Lhe rel_.)rehensible practice of storing l-':•.plosive,s i11 l\nd about. 
homes, us11ally of c.:crnl miners , Definit€ St.nt.e JaF." should he 
enacted Lo t·equ i t·e tho storage~ of expJ.o~-;iV~'s in m;--1,g,,izinesi i:lild 

:::; ho 11 l d spec j r:, the _r,.:J.a s ~ of m H g a¼ i n e for cl i f f {'l re n t, qua 11 L Lt i e s o r 
explosivl:-'s for alJ u.sc-i jncl11din1.s m.:ini.ng ::ind <-iuatTylng nncl smal] 
operal..i.ons as well ;.(,$ lal'f(e ol!eS. The locaLi<;ll of such 111a.gazine.s 
should bt: :iu ;:i,ccorcla11ce 1-:ith Lh<.. ,\mer.ican Table of Di::dance, i.iH!l 
t·e vis .i.on. 
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1IlITTED STA'l'~ 
DEPAR'IlvIJ!NT OF '.IHE INT.JlHIOH 

BUlimU OF MIN:&3 
W1~HINGTON 

CONFIDlNTI11L M:Jill'lORANDUM 
(Not for Pµblication) 

TO M.EMBERS OF 'IRE S1\FErY DIVISION: 

c.111. 1362 

March 25, 1.937 

S'JBJECT: . Elc.plosion of keg of black blasting 
powder in hone in Illinois injures 
11, at least? of them fatally. 

About 7 :45 p.m., Friday, January 22, 193'7, a keg of black blast­
ing powder exploded in the home of Albert Taylor, R. No. l, Fairview, 
Fult n County, Illinois, resulting in the death of Mrq Taylor, his wife, 
and five children, and serim:,sJi.y injuring four other raembers of- the fam­
ily, two of whou may or may not recover. 

Mr~ Tay].or and his two oldest sorJ.& operated a small slope mine 
on his farm, producing 15 or 20 tons of coal per day. 

This keg of pi: ivder- w.ith others; had been stored in a chicken 
coop about '75 feet from the .:-,c·,.ise, but the powder in this keg became 
damp and Mr, Taylor set it in the house about 5 or 6 feet frou a hot 
stove. Some of the family were eating supper, others had completed the 
meal, and the two oldest boys were preparing to go outside and do the 
chores, and for ill.umination they had carbide lamps on their caps; and 
in some mallili.er the lceg of powder exploded, set ·the house on fire, . and 
seriously burned all of the family. After considerable delay and con­
fusion, the eleven mEr.J.bers of the far.iily were taken to the Grahara. Hospital 
at Canton, I.llinois, where of the seven known to have died the first one 
died at 4:20 e .• m., Saturday, January 23, . and the last one at 3:00 p.m., 
Sunday, January 24. 

A neighbor of the Tay].ors was also mining coal and they had 
both been notified sonetime previously by the State ·mine inspector to 
build a suitable powder magazine a safe dis;tance frou the mine and 
dwelling houses,. but Mr. Taylor had failed to couply with the order. 

A. u. Miller, who investigated this accident, does not know 
whether or not the keg was open and a spark fell into it, since his 
information was of necessity largely second-hand. He does lmow, how­
ever, that electricity was not used in the home and eJlectrici ty is not 
under suspicion. He states that it r.iay have been that the black keg 
ahsorbed enough radiant heat from the hot stove to have caused the tem­
perature on the inside of the keg to reach the ignition point.. This is 
believed to be q_ui te possible, al though a glowing coal from the s.tove 
or a carbide lmnp may have been the cause of the ignition.. Smoking was 
not mentioned. 



This is but one of a nui1iber of accidents which have resulted 
from the reprehensible practice of storing explosives in and about ha11es, 
usually of coal miners. · Defirii te Staie iaws should be enacted to re­
quire the storage of explosives in magazines, and should specify the 
cla,_~ of raagazine for different quantities of explosives and require 
reasonably safe practices in the sale nnd storage of explosives for all 
use including mining and quarrying and SP10.ll op.erations as well a:s 'large 
onea. The location of such magazines should be in accordance with the 
American ~able of Distances, 1919 revisione 

This information is confidential and must not be published. 

S. P. HOWill.L 

Approved~ 

D. HARRINGTCN 

. . ' 
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