
COAL FATAL 

lj\J_ n:r: STAT;"" J 

111.l',\UT,•iENT' UF rHE 1 ;-..;TEfH(;Jl 
BUHf:AL OF >ll\1·., 
B\ C . \,'. Oh I:,l,!:i 

::iliDJlCT: r=:,p]osio11 1t1 the Fvan Jone:-. l:naJ Coul!•Ctll~ 111J1H, 

Jonc•svi)lP-, A]aska, Oct.,)l;er 2G, 1937 . 

On Oct.abet· 26, ]D37, at. 2: l ,) p . m,, an expl.,)-.;ion oJ' ~a;,:. . nd 
dust ln Lhe .Jones\.i)lc-.: mine of the Evan J,.,11c0

~, Cc,c,] r-c,1111.,,lii.\", 

Jon('~vi.lle, A)aska , OiJet·alin; on Feder~1l Gove1,111oe11t leas.,, 1.<111il 1 

was j11iLiated when a < igarett.e , as lighl.ed Kith a mat,·l1, or tit, 
ninet(en men i11 the mjtH' ;tt tlH· Lime of Lile> e.\:plo·,in;, f,;u1·l1.:J'n 1, Lt 

killc>d , one was s(~\.erel:v .inj11red, a.nu fou i · esc.:,1pprl 1sit.l101d 11,.1 ,.1·~. 

!Ji tt]c, dam.-il,i;l' \,,n.::,; don<.:! to Hit> tni.ne . 

Tile Jones\. i 11 e III i11<. is a<lj a<:f nt. Lu I.be old l10\ < ~•r;mt0 1,, mi t1E- H l 
Eska .:1ncl .LS :1h1111t 20 1111Je:.,s fro111 Palmt·t· i\11d ,3;-=l n11l.::•, L.', ,·,.,l '.n,,11 

;,nclwrage. 011 Oc-Lober· 26, 12 111en 1-1erC' employed 011 Lo,, ~.hi f',.:-; ,Hid 
abou L :~oo Lons a J,,:v were lJJ·odtH ... :ed ;;1 L Llrn l t i 11,e. ,\ ;:t .... r Ii • 
expl u:,; i. 011 t..he:.· 111 i 11e was !';l1u L ,iowu, fai J 111·e Lo , pn,•,, f tH' ,·c.,11 Lr:, ·:. 
with Lhe A.ln s"•' l{n i l r·o,u.l ,1 L a su i. l able i-,r j ce madP u 1;1_ 1·. : i 011 , f t ii ... 
rninP. u11profil.nhle .if s.-d'e1 y regidations 1-1r-ne obb(l·\••d, acr·c)1·d;ns t,, 
Lh(,' pr·esid.,.\ni , Mr . And<·1·sou. IL is und('t·sLood , lic,h't•vc1·, t,h:.ti tl .
rn.i ne is Lo be opelled agu.i.11. 

\n uw Ii 11ed 
haula!:',r way abc,ut 
r·ai.se is a 2- b~ 

1,, i t.h ~- ,, ood and 
arid t.li(' driv0. 

OIJE'll ill~ to Lhe surface has br ~il di- i ·, r'il , f' l i Lr• 
UO feet irom llie portal, At L11t t. I:' r;[ !li1·" ,1i1' 
6 - r O O L s L j. a j g ll L - L 1 ad f: f .. u l • T h (~ 1 JI ,t I :0 ; .i. ll -. l -. .., t, ,_. t l 

:-d1eel,-jr·,n1 enclo:::.ure 0\.~-.1.· Lile 111outl1 of rllf' 1,1,·-., 

The ndne i:~ 0pened Ii,\· /:l S.1.ttgle dri rt Jtl tlt<; :\l,, ;; ,·uriJ ii,. d ul, 

the no1·t I, limu of Ll1e sy1wl ine, The 111aj fl ba.uJ.ru., , \\:t,\' I 'ci Ill ,l.l' u,~ 
bottom of the !.'o ld 1,;!111.;h pj Lclle-8 ~tbot1L J:3 d1:c'is re;. s [1.11· 1:d1l>1ti 1 ,'.20(1 

Lo 1,100 feet In llie ouL(;J'Ofl nea.1· ll1P top of a .i:•jci!.:;P, TLe \r,laLilt• 
L'atio of' Lhe cuaJ is . . J[;,1, hliich is an indica1 iot1 uf ti-H- .'!' ,t:.., .,~l 
l,i~h explosil,iliL:, of L.his con l. ..i,.pp1c.n,imatE ly 70 pet~ec."tJt 11te1, 
nwtPt·ial is np;,cJ,d Lo 1·1-11d(;,1· tlH' dust notH''-µlc,s;v" Jll L.t1,' .,l,:-;,-n,, 
of gas and f'r·om 70 Lo 7~ pEH'('1·:1 1L .i...ncombustiblt· 111alLt·1 h!1r"i1 il 

re.la t ivt,Jy s111:-1l l percf•11t.1'=(<:' of ga::, js ,;.,1·(·• ~, 1 nl. 

,,long the t..·ou l bed rooms ar·e t11cned lip Lhe p1ii'11 nl ,.,,L,__.1 .. ,,;1::, 
,,r 50 to r;o fEHd. except 1,;l;,'1'<:.: tlic.H'(~ i;l.l"i-°' Luilt:ed ell' :1::-;. \ ',11lilLC', 

or rctu1·11 Hir1-a:,. i:.; , al'l'i,::u par·aJ l .. d Lo lb,~ o;ang1..:;i,. nb011L lO f'c:, L 
up UH> uil.ch. ,\ l] l'OOIU':, lw:ve a <.h ilt(! pat·l.iLionPd {,r" ,,i:.h 1Jl. ,,1li:~ 

~111<.l l.ini.."d un s.l 1e Cloe r ,~it,1 :,;ho<>I, 1ro11. Holes hi'<.' drilled 1-.1tl1 
c;ompi'PSSl:'cl uir usi11;; ,jac·l,h;1111111er·:-.; tit) water i.s used b11t 1 -.£ 1,111<1, u: 
ti,c c·,,;il J'.-. da111p, prnlnd,1:- onl:, ;i !-;IIIH.11 pael of Lhr• d11,L <.,-,HI,">'.-, fi·om 



Lh.1.s ~.;c,11r~(·e. . ,\ t•< t·1ni·::.sjit1t ,. •-pLosi~, ... ~·', l:,):i"lj_tt; , is u~.e••d; it Ir 

f j r-P d ii ,v · o . ti cl ti I' c, 1 d tc' J <'', · t 1 · i ,; d C' Lr> d h t· u ; · ~- , 0 t 1, r JP ... , ! Y , f, , Ill 

ma~n,"i{,-\.~pe 10-sl.Jt.11l,1s!.,.,1g llllii,:-, . Shvo1i11-:, c,;hlc'-. .-1'1:' r:u l c..; ,0 
fet--t· Jon~ with 111s11latL.H1 f'1·11yed a .. ,f br<-1-,?a. Mn,c tlH<11 u 
per:1aissil,le "m,,llnl of' c;...plo~~i,, i.~-:; u:-:ur,J. ::, fJlrtcecl ,11 ;i. hoi2, ,1!111 

the ,"',1J]CJsi\'€ is ,,:l,l l fi1,,,d h·il.li ;1 fine shHLl~ or mi:,ct! n1.,h nlld ,.uni; 
all "du1t1i11ies" c~:a1111n<'~il afLei· Lile e>;ploE1on cc,11t.r11ned n<;clti1;..; btti. 
fine cna I. The ~ i ell' <! UL or cf.'1it.c1· 11ot..;h is ,,; up[;o.-;,::>d Lu lw mn,l, Ii, 
picl;:j 11g, lJ11I. from n 11 :q.1pe;,1 a1wr's the c:0F1 I, \,~1~. s ho ! f'1·,,111 l.)1e .,.,3 .id 
twice Ft da~- at lJ: I:, a.m. ,rnil J; I.; p . 111 . ('o;d is iw.,t11..,d ••/ c,,r.( ;•;1 

Flec:trir sL01ap;e-bat.lnry Joeo1notivPs, (>,rs ;11·E of th<> !:>:.u,fo1·d-Dn~ 
dro1c>-bott(111; t,y1.1e \•!ht cit 1,;ere 11.pp .. 11e11Lly Lit-,;hl :1n.J Ir l.(·,)( cu:-,1. t:n.•~ 
obsPrved spjlled c1Jong Lhe tt·nr-l,. 

Na111t·al venl.ait.lJ(>ll is usc-•d l.he gr-eaLr> l' pact. uf 1..hc Li..,;;0, wili1 
rresh ni; cnte:-rtn~ lltroitgh tJ1r, gi-wgway n.nJ filler:ing 111, :..lin..,u=:.;11 !l1 .. 

rno111s to the su l" f>1.1·e by Lhe ai i·w u· abo·~ e:, 1 u<J111 J 7. \;·11,-.11 .,;·e:,,:-.11 i-, :;. 

hnd tcm1.1e1·atur0!-5 sl.op or 1·ever:-.1:! this f.101-. of air ~• d0ol' at L.it> 
portal c,tn be closed cH\cl the f-:111 run bJ.owi111a1,, n;ov in:,; d 1ou1 ; ! , <;(JO 
c.:ubic f'cr,1, of a.i.r pel m.i.nute . A c:ompre::;Bed ilir b:l.01•«:r· h.u-; i.::;::.ed .111 
t.he g:.1.n151vny .just 01 1l.b :-, t·oo111 12; bowevet·, ,is t1:~1wl, 1>iLh ti .. cs<.;, 

auxilinl'Y f'l'rns> .it w1ts doiflg little mocc Lhru, n~ciJc-11lr.ti1t5 t.h,• 
f~i r. The 11dL1e has <.:ow,drk,red nc,11g.<'\ss., 1 alLlwnc;h Erli:-:ui, mu.1,,1 !. 
elecLr.ic: c:~q:, lamps wen:• bej11g usPd. ~im0kiri~ "aid ,}pE'11 l iglit.s ht !'f' 

proldbil.Pd 11nder~ro1111d 1 there tir 111g a lat·gc 11oi ·ce LG t,:,:~t. cff(•,·l 
over Lh,~ port.al; ho1-1=•\•r~r·, no Steir ch was rna.J,~ fo1· watc!, ~:-: O" :,..mr;l.i,ig 
materi.a] anJ 111at,·l1es 1,cl'C.' fo11r1d in tlie pocket:;, "L' sc·\t0 1t1l lilt'n kli<i\•;,, 

lo hav(~ :.;rnohed hnliiluaJly. Sltlnplf::s of air i11;_jj,•r.1Lr::d Lh:il al t.hc
races 0r Lile rooms l'l'(Jnl ,J :3 l.o 12.8 PPJ"l'(·1nl !IIC'L.iVl!h! 1,:, .. ,(I tt,£;; 

mi.no. Tlte 1•et.Hrll fi:on1 lhP 111i11c wn~ .05 1H:r·r;e 11 l, X,, 1·0,·l: du~-,L !,r,d 
been npp1j~tl . AILho11gh the mine wa:,; gene,·all .. ,-,et, l,;,\l !;..Jid1:,.,, 
dm-:n the c.:h11t.P. made an rAppeec.:..ir.1bl(! amo1rnl of J"juc:. dw.;:. 

T h P <'• ~, p 1 o s i o n o <.: c- l It' r· e d a b o 1 1 L ,; . l(: p , Ill • o II Ci, · L 1.1 I., c J' '.'. fi , 1 0 '.J 7 . 
Tbe 1net1 in Lhe hior·l\ing section Ll1C.>ugh"L the- expJosjc.-1J \,J:•,~~ ,.l rc..,of 
fall or b I a•..; tj ng b11 l. ~001t rE:~al i ,:~d t lt:1 t. som1 Ll1 l 11~ 1-.n,.s h t'fJTL.,_ \,J.l, 11 
furues and :-.rnoke w~i ,, tlllt iced. T,,o 111Pn ell I e111;.1L1 d t,, f i.nrl :1 thi 1•.J 

mall 1-;lio had bee11 setiL to l.lH l'l!tsion ji 1~hi ch 1,l,e ,.~,rJlo:.,.io1, 
occ.u1•1·e1.l i but ~:>1n<Jl,<? <lLoV<::! thPnl out . One 111<"\11 h"a:-. o :er<·(>llit~ n.11d Lh1.·• 
second 111an liucely rt~ached Lhn ::;u1·race bet'~)t'i:" i11' ,:ol l.1p.,cd; hr 
I{ \·ived nnd went bnC'k in to Lhi8 mnn but lie• Iv,,~; l.Go lw,1,·y to h, 
111oved. Thl'<c)e men came down from 1·oom :36 11H el;i1i:; li:,l;l. }.iH-Jl,<c' a,,d 
fumes ne,n· tltf• boLtoin, l1t1l it. 1.;as l'apjdly clis::::ipr,Lc>d Ii~ Jn•~h ;,~r 
,·oming f1·0111 Lht~ ~angh·a,,: . f{c·achi11g Lhe but.l.,Jlli the~ .'011nd i,b<' 
foreman at.I.empting Lo e:--i.rjc;..il.<.• hl111st'lf from ,.he• tin,b0t·s ar,d ,,! h .. ,1· 

d bris; lt(.. \-;r1s hlincle(J hy the f 11nc.s ,\ru.i ha~l <l b 1·uken l~ ... ~I T~1~c. :;jeu 

1 c1110,:ed lnlll lo [rf•sh ,;i r, one n1.-n1 ~ta~'ing w il Ii t.he f'o1·E'111:111 h'hi.c~ 
Lite 0Ll1er •HH:' 1,ent. rot· hf'lt> , TtH' 1,hJ:;.;i.J.e h";tS :-;uu11ucd .iiid t iil' i,H~r1 

on Lh~ nlgbl. shift ruslH~d inLo Lbt· mine to l1f·lp hlLL t)p rer.cn,,r;, 
work . NP-ws or lhe disa~Lnl' was plroripd to ,\nch,i1 ;,,;i.> at:d :1 <.:.-tl l h·;:,•:: 

put. in for (j,3 orgr:- ~iillf'I"t :i fonnet' I:11n~H•1 saftly jz.st.J.'t1cLor, ]j\!11~ 
ill Anclio1:1~E·. -\. SjJP(;i,.11 Lr:ti11 l.t,ok doe;Lor·:-;, 1111;·,-,,r::::~, h,,•~~,J::.a1 



:::5upplic"I!-->, a1ul r( .. S <"~ lt -. f-~c.1uip1uc11! frciu ~u1<...~tlli .. ;f 'fJnP-. {"a.i· 11 ll1 

Jonesv.i I I'- This t.1·ai1; ,)Lr i\,-'d fll 6::Hl Jl,ill, }flllc•1 n11d Lh0 otllC'l 
m ,_, 11 i.." ll I,< 1 ·, , d i l IL' 111 1 11 t"' -ci bu il t 6 : I) l) p . m . 1, e r1 r i 1 1 g -,., as ma:,, l, . . , 1 t. d .._ t1 ; .~ i r: ., 
f'.·,llH' s;.f'PLY ].imps n11d ,·ftJl,.,1, morio: .... icie d(•L•.:•.·t:-;f:-.. ;\<., (ulJ1;::; ,) l 
1 , ox i c111 s gas " s we 1 ·" fl, 11 n d . :.i l --: 1,. 1 1. l , ·:. e r r i t o 1 · i 1. 1 :-i ~ " •~ r 1 1 •-; L) ,' c ~ u ,· , 1.1 11 d 
H1nn1.1lit·P~ Hl Junl•,:11 p1·c.1.,,ll'F.'d l<J }eav<'.:' c>ruly on tJ, 1110r1;i11g ,.;
OcLol,c-1· 27 by sLt,Hlll·dtip, ;.;;-ii.I llls at :"i:Ciu n .. Hl, l•1·u m :-;t:'l,o1l·d, 1.ltr L• 

Lhey :-i,1'J'ived c1L :}::iO J->,1\1 , , 011 rhe 2\lth, llir•y h'ic:nt f10111 ,\11d1or:=n,(1, •Jli 

a :,;pt~c:inl t5asolj110 r~a,· u1 r j\ lli'5 l.ll. :-J:30 p.m. l:::1lt,jp11H~11t t'rc.,;,i C;,t i: 
1..ias L.l1t!n taken Io l.he mine u11 n spr~cia] s,,c•Pd( 1 , LltP ,,1;:.1,,,l i,;e1 o f 
the r-.:iilr·oad, arrivi11;; 1.!te nc•··:i. nlt)l' i1~ng ,.d. 10:00 a . 1i1. 

r L is a ssnnwd t.lial at Lhe L .imP of' the e;;pl os j c,n 111, L.iwrn .. ·· l1nd 
aCC:lllllLtlnt ·. (•d .i.u the, g<111g1,ay r1·0111 ('()OJIL 4 ,1 I,() -12 and tllilt· l.11!'-;e L·,.,0111::-. 
1-,• t' re f i 11 e d o r par L1 a 11 y f i 1 l e d w .i L h a11 ex p l u s .i v e ill .i :-: I ; 1 1 · (' , an u d , n-. t 
has ir, L}1.- :--1.ir at 1·00111 i:3 1,het·e coal 1,a~: br•.ins :0,iiuvclci! de•.:! , .Lr 
chute n.11<1 wile.re Lhe trip l,1,d jusL bE.H•n loaded :,t J(-i ..::h1,lc.. 
Cc, ns i de- ,:abJ e dust had licen marl<,. and wu ~.; en r· r led ~rihy . 1::. 1:,.,..., 
r:oncluckd that Rober l, Nakki 1-:ent. t.o his coaL t.o get a clg,<1· 0 LtP ,ind 
111atch nnd start.Pd b,u:k Lu1.;a.1:<l Lhe face; SOlllf'l.,,het·ci aJ.,Jtt',\ t.L:, h":i:, t,n 
li.gh l~d the match n11d " ducked " as l.11e fl:1111t• flai:ed, , •. ,,,.,q,,l11g ,-.. i lll 
a b u rrH,'d 110:-::e. An t,xplosiot1 f'oJ lu1,-=d and Nal,ki ::;t.nrLt ,I ,iul hit:: 1.:_,,._ 
o·v<:>l'COlllf;. 11;, ,:arbon 111011oxide 1111d d .i.ed. ~-lalc:l1PS fo11ml in th<> P•:li.:k('l 
of Rober1 :'\;ikki •~ t;lolhe~i indtcat.t LhaL h .-, I ad br~e;; .in I.I,._. i1:1bj ! ol 
smoking. 

Th is 1ne1110 1'andu111, linsed upo11 n report IJy 11. B . li11111ph1·1.-~., slim,·:-~ 
>-t number- of tlnsaff.' pi•,,.c Lices Ll,1-1(. should 110L. !1c1.,·e h.- 11 l.<,11::-cat.ed, 
find thal. LliP mi11e djd twL r-eopf::n i.n\mPdi.aL('lY afL('J' tl11,: ·. Jslo.,iu11 
because i L woulJ l1a, r,- cos L Lou much i o c..:ar1·:,. ot1 l Ji,, "'-.:, fe l .• 
reg11lation, .indi.<·;d.,?s t.hnL liLLJ.~ aLl.e1d .. i.o,1 h:,d hr;e .. p.ii,; t.,, :-,11ft>t; 
ln this 111iu e prior lo Lhe ex.plosiu11. 

A riot.,i frc.,m D. f-Ian· 1gnL011 :.;l.~tLed: This 
disastt: rs i.n ('oal nd 11r•s on Fude1·c1.J Cover.111nc11l:. 
A 6-rnonLh p<>r·iod, Hll(il.,l<-!t· h.:tvin~ Q(;1·ucred 

1938 \{~t.h f.he faL;il i.L.ies. 

i ~ Olll' 1) f' th,> lila.; ,_,r • 

lehsed L.11irii:-. 1, 1, , 111 

ill 



UNITED S'l'ATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF tUNES 
WASHINGTON 

CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM 
(Not for Publicntion) 

MEMBERS OF THE SAFETY DIVISION: 

C.M. 1464 

Juno 30, 1938 

SUBJECT : Explosion in tho Evan Jones Coo.l 
Company mine, Jonosvillc, Alo.ska . 

On October 26, 1937, nt 2:10 p .m., an explosion of go.s a.nd 
dust in the Jonosvillo mine of tho Evan Jonos Conl Company, Jonesville, 
"Alusko., opera.ting on Fedoro.l Government lensed lo.nd, wo.s initintod when 
n c!_garett.Q__ wo.s lighted with a. mntch . Of tho 19 men in tho mine a.t 
tho time of the explonion 14 woro killed, l wns sovurely injured, a.nd 
4 oscnped without injury. Little do.mo.go vm.s done to tho mine . 

Tho Jonesville mine is ndjo.cont to tho old Government mine 
o.t Eskn and is e.bout 20 miles from Pnliner and 58 rnilcs by roil from 
Anchorc.ge . On October 26 , 42 mon wore employed on two shifts r.nd 
a.bout 300 tons ::-. d:'..y wore produced o.t thnt time. Af'tcr the explosion 
tho JT1ine wus shut down . Failure to r enew tho contra.ct with tho Alo.ska. 
Rnilroo.d o.t n suitable price mo.de operation of tho mine unprofitable 
if safety r cgulr.tions wero observed, nccor ding to tho president, Mr . 
Anderson. It is underctood, howeve;r, thc.t the mine is to be opened 
ngain. 

An inclined opening to the surfr.ce has been driven off the 
ho.ulo.gewn.y nbout 60 foet from the portnl . At the top of this o.ir 
ruise is o. 2- by 6- foot stro.ight-bludo f:m . The housing is steel 
with o. wood nnd sheet- iron onclosuro over tho mouth of the ra iso o.nd 
the drive . 

Tho mine is opened by n single drift in tho No. 8 conl bod 
on the north linb of tho syncline . The mo.in ho.ulngewr-..y is nen.r tho 
bottom of tho f old which pitches about 33° for about 1, 200 to 1, 400 
feet to the outcrop nonr the top of o. ridge . The volntilo rntio of 
the conl is .464, which is o.n indiontion of the relntivoJ.y high ox
plos ibility of this coo.l. Approxi.rnutoly 70 percent inert mo.toriul 
is needed to render the dust nonoxplosivo in tho nbsence of gns nnd 
from 70 to 75 percent incombustible mnttor when u relo.tivoly smo.11 
percentage of gas is present . 

Along tho coc.l bed rooms r-.r c turnod up the pitch nt inter
vo.ls of 50 to 60 f eet oxcept whore ther e o.ro faul·tod nrous . A counter 
or return uirwuy i c c~rried po.rnllol to the bnngwny about 40 foot up 
tho pitch . All rooms have o. chute po.rtition~d off with plnnk~ und 
l i ned on the floor vnth shoot iron. Holes arc drilled with compressed 



C.1!.. 1464-2 

a.ir using ja.ckhrunmers; no wo.te r is used but, a.s much of the coa.l is 
drunp, probo.bly only a. srnrill pa.rt of the dust comes f r om this source . 
A permissiblo oxplosivo, Conlito, is used; it is fir ed by No . 6 duPont 
electric detono.tors , 0 to 4 dolo.y, from IllD.gneto-type 10 - shot blo.sting 
units . Shooting cublos ure 60 to 70 feet long with insula.tion fra.yed 
o.nd broken. Moro thnn o. permissible a.mount of explosive is usu.a.lly 
plo.cod il1 n hole, o.nd tho explosive is confined with a. fine shale or 
mixed r l'.sh a.nd con.I; o.11 "dummies II oxruninod nft.or the explosion con
t ninod nothing but fino coul. Tho side cut or contor notch is sup
pos e d to bo !llL\de by picking, but from a.11 o.ppcnr o.ncos tho coa.l wa.s 
shot from thC; solid twice a. do.y o.t 11 :1 5 a. .m. a.nd 3 : 15 p .m. Coo.I is 
ha.ulod by Genora.l Electric storugo-ba.ttery locomotives . Ca.rs a.r e of 
tho So.nford- Dny drop-bottom typo which wor e a.ppl'.rontly tight a.nd little 
conl wns obsorvod spilled a.long t!le tro.ck . 

Na.tura.l ventila.tion is usod tho g roa.tC;r pnrt of the time, 
with fresh nir entering thr ough the gnngwo.y o.nd filt0ri11g up through 
tho r ooms to tho surfa.oc by tho a.irvmy a.bovo r oom 37 . \\hon pre ssures 
a.nd t omper ntures stop or r ever se this flow of o.ir a. door o.t tho porto.l 
cnn be closed a.nd tho fnn r un blowing, moving a.bout 14 , 000 cubic f oot 
of u ir pe r minute . A cor.1preesod n.ir b lower vms used in the ga.ngwny 
just outby r oom 42 ; however, a.s- usuc.l with these a.uxilicry fems , it 
wa.s doing little more. tho.n rccirculnt ing tho air. Tho mine ,·ins c on
si dorod nongr..ssy, o.lthough Edison r,1odo1· IC olcctrio c a.p l mnps wore 
be i ng usod . Smoldnf; nnd open lights Yroro prohibited unde r ground, 
there boing a. l nrgc notice to thl-.t of foct over tho portal; however_ 
no soc.rah wus m!".do for ma.tchos or smoki ng rno.tor inl o.~1.d 1:11\tchos were 
found in tho pocket s of sovor c.l men known to ho.vo smoked hnbitua.lly. 
Snmplos of c.ir indicated t ho.t o.t tho fc.ces of tho r ooms frOi-:1 . 13 to 
12. 8 per cont mot ho.no ,·ms in the nine . The, r e turn from tho n ine wr-.s 
. 05 percent . No rock dust hnd b0on a.ppliod. Althou1;h tho :raino wns 
gonor a.lly wot, ooc.l sliding -down tho chuto mo.de a.n a.pprocinblo runount 
of fine dust . 

Tho explosion ocourrocl about 2:10 p .m. on October 26, 1937. 
Tho men i n tho working section thouc;ht tho oxplosion wn.s a r oof fc.11 
or blnsting but s oon r oo.lizcd that sonothing wns wro!1{; d1cn furnos c.nd 
smoke vJGr o noticed . Two mon ntt0mpted to find n thir d mc.n wh o ha.d 
boon sent to tho r eg i on ii: which tho explosion occurr ed, but smoke 
drove thor.1 out . Ono m..-m 1·,ns ovc r cone nnd tho second nnn b~rcly r cl~chod 
the surfc.co before ho collo.pscd; ho rovi vc d o.nd went ba.ck in t o this 
r.nn but ho wns too heavy to bo ;:wvocl . Three man ccuno down fron room 
36 mooting libht smoko o.nd funos nonr tho botton, but it wn.s r npidly 
dissipo.tod by fresh a.ir cor.ri.:1g f r on tho ganpr.;.y . Rc::i.chinG tho bottor.1 
they found the for omo.n c-.ttompting to extr ic:.\te himself fr om tho tim
bers and othe r debr i s ; ho Ym.s blinded by fumes nnd ha.d n broken log . 
The mon r emoved him t o frosh c.ir , ono mo.n stc.yi ng with tho for cmnn 
while tho othor ono wont outside f or hel p . Tho v,histle ,ms sounded 
a.nd the man on tho n ight shift rushod into tho mino to holp with the 
r e covery work . News of the disc.star '\'lt\S phonod t o .t.nchorr.go und o. 
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cnll wtlS put in for Gcorbc Miller, n forraor Buroou so.fety instructor, 
living in Anchor age , A special t r nin took doctors , nurses , hospital 
supplies, and rescue equipment f r om Bur eo.u of Mi nos Car 11 to Jones
vi] le . This train ar rived at 6 : 30 p .1:1, Miller and two other men 
entered the mine o.bout 6:00 o ' clock wearing go.s :mo.sks and cur rying 
flame so.foty lamps and carbon monoxide detector s . No fumes or nox
ious gases were found , Stewart, Territorial Mine Inspector, and 
Humphrey at Juneau prepared to leave early on the morning of October 
27 by a stea.mship, sailing at 5:00 o. .m. From Sewn.rd, wher e they ar
rived at 3: 30 p .m., on the 29th, they went to Anchorage on a special 
gasol ine co.r, arr iving at 9 :30 p .m. Equipment from Ce.r 11 wns then 
to.ken to the mine on a speci al speeder by tho mannger of the r nilroo.d, 
arriving the next morning o.t 10:00 o..m. 

It is o.ssumod tho.t at the time of tho explosion methane ho.d 
accumulated in the gangwo.y from room ,J:4 to ~2 and thut these rooms 
,,ero filled or partially filled ~~th o.n explosive mixtur e , and dust 
wo.s jn the air a.t roon 43 where cov.l -wns being shoveled down the 
chute nnd where tho trip hnd just been loo.dad t'lt 36 chute. Considor
o.blc dust ho.d been mndc 1.md wns carried in°h'J, It ,·1t1.s concluded that 
Rober t No.kki ·went to his coat to get a cignretto and 11l.'.l.tch nnd started 
bo.ck town.r d the faco ; somewhore £'.long tho wny he lighted the mo.tch 
a.nd 11 ducked11 o.s tho flruno flD.red, escaping with a. burned noao . iLn 
explosion followed cmd Na.kki started out but was over come by cnrbon 
monoxide o.nd died. ~.fu. tches found h1 the pocket of Robert Wt\kki I s 
clothes indict>.te thc.t he had been in tho habit of smoking . 

This me;mornndum, bnsed upon n report by H. B. Humphrey, 
sho,·rs c. numbor of unsa.fo pro.cticos tho.t should not have beon tolor
cted, n.nd thnt the mine did net roop0n ilnmedia.toly a.ftor tho O'-"J)lo
s ion beco.use it would have cost too much to co.r ry out the so.foty 
rogula.tions i ndica.tcs that little nttcntion had been pa.id to s~foty 
in this mine prior to the explosion . 

This raomoro.ndum is confidentinl o.nd must not be published. 

C. Y,. O\"INGS 

1,ppr oved : 

D. H/IRRINGTON 

Note by D. Harrington: 

This is one of two major disaster s in coal minos on Feder a l 
Gover lll'1ent lensed lcmds within o. 6-month per i od, another ha.ving oc
curred in \"!yoming in February 1938 with 5 fo.to.lities . 

I 
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