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“BLOW-0UT” SHOT

Was Responsible For Layland Dis-
aster, Bays Coroner’s Jury..

| ST ECIAL DIPFATUM TO TRE ENQUIRER.

| Charleston, W. Va., March 18.~Thatthe
111 minérs who were killed in the mine
explosion at the Layland mine, In Fayette
County, were victims of a blow-out shot
fired by one of thelr number was deter-

mined at the Inquest held over the bodies
of the unfortunate miners by Mayor Bert
8. Hastings, of Montgomery, concluded

last night.
Contrary to what was general bellef,

the Layland explosion was not the result

of .an accumulation of gas in the work-

ings of the mine, but resulted from an
ignition of dust induced by the blow-out
hot.
; The gas encountered In the mine by tl'u'
rescuing parties was the distilled gas
which followed in the wake of the dust
loalon. . .

.’l':aom of witnesses were examined dur-
ing the Investigation, including & number
of miners who were imprisoned In the
workings for 90 hours after the blast. The
men told of having existed for days with
nothing to eat 'but the bark from the
timbers and posts in the mining roo

and one testified to having gnawed

entire day on a pair of buckskin shoe-
rtrings. He admitted having ow re-

lief from it. |
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