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MINE EXPLOSION CARRIES SIX
SABBATH TOILERS INTO ETERNITY

Frightful Disaster at Grapevine Works of United
States Coal and Coke Co., at Wilcoe.

SIX, POSSIBLY
SEVEN, KILLED

Not One Left to Tell the
Cause of the Catas-
trophe.

——

THOUSANDS THRONG SHAFT'S
MOUTH ENTIRE AFTERNOON

‘Wark of Rescue Slow and Laborious
Scenes About the Mime While
Wives and Children Walted
fo Identify Thelr
Loved Ones

‘The Dead:

LAWRENCE HYDEN, white.
MIEE PETERSHETE, white.
UNKENOWN HUNGARIAN.
THOS. MINNIS, colored.
TOM JEFFERSON. colored.
JOHN WOODFORD, colored.

The quiet of Sunday was broken by B

a festfol explosion, that jarred the
mountalve, snd sent six, probably
geven, men to their long home.

Three  Hoogarians, Lawrence
Hydon, Mlks Petsrshete, and one
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Bluefield that fourteen had been kill-
ed, and tbese stories were given
credence. Our reporter visited the
scens as soon eg It was possibla to get
there. A nomber of the rescueis

whose pame was pot learned, and
thres colored men, Tom Minnis, Tom
Jefferson and John Woodford, were
killed by an explosion of gas in the
Grape Vine shaft of the United States
Coal and Coke Company, at Wilcoe,
Sunday afternoon between twelve and
ome o'clock.

The men were employed In laying
track and removing elate at the lower
seam of this operation, known ss the
Pocabontas seam, 152 feet within the
earth. A number of men who wate
engaged in the same work elghty fest
Above the victims of this terrible
catastrophe, were shocked by the con-
casslon, but none was lnjured.

The dead mea were horribly mati-
lated, thelr bcdles being badly torn,
8nd ope bad his entire clothing blown
from his body, and wes 88 nide me
‘when he was ushered into the world.

Dariog the week days there sre
ueatly one hundred men employed ia
mining the coal from this seam, and
while it is unfortnnate that the men
were engaged In this work on the
Sabbath, whether they were laboring
of their own free will, or were Ie-
quested to by the compsny, it 1s for-
tonate that the explosion oeourred on
that dsy, for had it happened while
the foll force were engaged the loss of
life would bave been appalliog, as not
one of the nnfortunste men who were
io the shaft were left to tell the

who first went tolthe bottom of the
ehaft were overcoms by the fonl
fomes, and it was with difficolty that
the work progressed.

There 1z 8 probabllity that when
the debris of the mijne is clered
away, suod each room aod entrance
asatched, that the remains of still
another victim will be fonnd, aslitls
reported that seven men entered the

the missing man was white or coloi-
ed, nor even who he waa.

The force of tbe exploeion com-
pletely noroofed the frame stracture
which sheltered the month of the
ehatt. ¥- ==

Many are the varioos remarks that
can be heard smong ths miners of
this operation, Some condemn the
company, saying that proper ventila-
tion was not fornished, as there {s
ooly one entrance to  the mipes, the
shaft for the raleing and lowering of
cars, and for the air, while there
should be two dlstinet openings tor
this purpose, located several hundred
feet apart, so that the sir conld be
forced in at one eection, and after cir-
colating through the varlous entries

gome clalm that the fap did not ha
sufficlent capacity for the work re-

by steam Instead of elsatricity as was
orlginally !ntended. On the other
band, many eay It was a natoral con-
and no matter what pre-

ory. Asa of all their,
1ives belng Instantly snoffed ont. it is
a matter of conjecture as to hew the
gae was ignited, whether by a lamp
or from a shot of elate.

Great excitement prevailed aronnd
the mouth of the shaft and it was
with difficnlty that the childaren and
wives of the vietims were kept from
falling ioto the earth, while they
anxiously awaited the ralsing of sach
body, and hoped against hope that
poeslbly their loved ones might have
eecaped the terrible fate. Though &
large force of resouers vulunteered
their services immediately after the
disaster, It was not until late in the
stterncon that the bodfes were re-
moved from the mives. The news
of the explosion was quickly clrca-
latad and soon epread to the varlons
operations of this company, and

thousands visited the scene, slmogt)a

chokiog the entrance to the 1-cation

A of the shaft, which le eituated be-

tween several small mountains. Some
went becavss they feared friends or
relatives were entombed, some to
proffer their services io the rescne
work, and gome through morbid
coriosity.

Ag is almost always the case, the
number of victims and extent of the
damage was greatly exugerated, and
the farther the reporia were cironlated
of the explosion the greater the
growth,

Qur reporter was at Welch when
the first inmtelligence was recelved
concerning the affair. It was stated
there thet fifteon were dead, and in

in & shaft of this depth. We do not
render an opinion, #s to what the
disaster wae due, whether to mneg-

lack of proper facilities on the part of
the company.

The remains of the six desd men
were prepared for interment by the
compsny and shipped awsy on No. 2
yesterday for burial. The ioterment
of the thres Hungarians took place
st Pocahontas and the remalns of
Tom Mennis and Tom Jefferson were
taken to their old home at Bedford,
Va. Those of Jobn Woodford were
taken to Grahaw, Va., where he had
a wife and two children residing.

J. F. Dilllon and Thomas Bush,
who were among those who did ench
manly work In rescuing the dead, had
narrow escape from death them-
selves. They were at the bottom of
the shaft, trying to line the cage,
when ice, which bad been loosened ¥
the mouth of the shaft, gave way and
fell mpon them. Mr. Dillion sus-
tained & badly injored knee and ankla
apd Mr. Buosh wes injured in the
back. However, these gentlemen
will be able to resnme their dutles In
a few days.

The mine where the sxplosion oo-
carred {s among the larger operation,
owned by the Unjted States Coal and
Coke Compsny, and ls located on &
branch lioe of the Norfolk and West-
ern railway between Welch and Gary,
and Is about thirty:seven miles west
of this eity.

DR. N. E. RIERSON,

& Dentist

11 YEARY' EXPERIENOE.
Orown and Bridge Work

3 Spectaldy. -

The beadquarters of the United
States Coal and Coke Company ats
located in Pittsburg, Pa., and & foll
report of the dissster Eas been for-
warded to that place

The men 1o charge of the operation
at Wilcoe were among the firat to 1e-
spond to the rescue work A Sunday
and several of thess worked

Ave. W. Va.
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