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o oy Verdt

Investigation—*Caused

Fraterville Mine Expl

by Gas or CoalDust or

Both Combine\”—The Evidence Introduced.

perts and miners who have spent their|
lives In the Isbyrinth of coul mines)
that honeycomb the resourcetul coal-
bedded hills of East Tenneasee, the
Juryefound that the gireful expiosion
caumed by o ool
i e s i e
ther agrea that explosion was
caused by negiect of the mine oficers
| the state mine lnspector.” It was
siown 1o be & Eas or dust explowion.
This verdict, Jgavoring of sensatianal-
{em an 1t dosm, wan rendersd by & Jury
of seven rellable and hlghly respected
men of Anderson county, chosen as
they were from the flower of lis citi-|
senship. The jury procesdied cautious-
1y, measaring each s
[rurate with ts evolution of the facts
Dresented. This verdict should ot be
consldered a8 conclustve aa to the ciuse
of the mine explosion. The luw writéts

A wise precent that
until the accused {or defendunt) in]
found afherwise e In regaried an o
rcent—and m Coal Creek Coal com-

fanded ttsalt i
haus 1 tntroduced In rebittal 10 the vol-
ume of avidencs deduced. The company
has been ably represenied and has dur-
ing this strenuous and somewhat anl
mated proceeding assented to the pro-|
cedure LAKIng the Gourse it would and
not ence throwing an ebstacls or bar-|
rier In the Wy of the lawyers, corane
or Jury working 1o get At the facts
necessary o appease the curlosity and
satiafy the desire of many, Including
about one thousand widows a-d fathes
J{ieee and wjihat dapendent. tami
Fet b (he (acta The lestimony has
been overwheiming, it In true, that
someane I responaible for the death of
2 mors or Isss of the fower of Ander-|
soh county manhood. This -esponsl-|
bility and Mability has thus far been
besped upon the Coal Creek Coal com- |
pany and the staie mine inwpoctor.

future develpment be predicated
upon the investigation thus far. Dur-
ing the inauest, which was in the ele-|
Fant opera house, about 20 men
ed to the witnesses. Ma). Cusmp, pr
dent of the Coal Creck Coal rompany, |
|listened “closely o every statement|
|made, and mo did hix won Geo re, who
was guparintendent of the mine whers
in dwelt the death-wreaking elements,|
Major Camp has been s benefacior In
this community and many families
have ltved by his industrial enterprise. |
A young man was never loved by the
men under him more than Geore
[Camp. & youns man as e in. he tecis|
thelr welfare and endeavors to pro-
|tect 1. Every one now regiets his
redicament in the case. But the other
side of the pleture need not be depict-
#d. Destitute homes on every shie tell
the story. The trial ended last night
shows that long drawn out wuits will
| follow; that the company wants to gst
matters settlcd and proceed with work
|und that the compmny may Rght to

|Cham. T, Cutes, Jr, represented ihe
coal company; J. A. Fowler, the Knoz-
| ville Tron company: aad John C. Houk.
|4, B. Burnewt, Xen % David
| Woods, R. A. Cross and Cad Chandle

|3, Williams represented the U. M. W.

& wise ministerial officec as cooner.

EVIDENCE GIVEN THE JURY.

They have not been heard, hut many| 1}

finish, Judge 1, 1. Lindsay snd Hon.
e

ha
| tamilies of the deait miners. LGen. J. C.

scribed, who do say that upan:
their oaths that P. C. Green

£d about 480 eivers came fo

on the 19th day

of May, 1902, in the Frater

ville coal mine, owned and

Coal Creek

Coal ) from n axple-

sion I said mine, which

| dust or by both combined,
nd further agree that sald ex-

| day of June, 1902
| wIOMN mnnu.
HWM, W

G, W. LOVEL'
“WM, KESTERSON."
“W. W. LINDBAY,
“Justice of the Peace, -
district Anderson  county;
acting corner.”

raing At & o'clock?”
1 ¢id not know that he went away
race.

e
Taraing

On crosm-exasiifation by Jutge Lind-
ity the S thand g said

nusual in the

condition of the e Fraterville mive. Las
April when 1 cut into the ol Knoxvil
Iton company mine, 1 noticed no gas
I the thisenth right eniry, nd
was no exploslon there that Saturday
alght when 1 was there, 1 flled up the
hole 1 mude last ApHI as

“Wam't (his & goad mathod to stop
g, tha bol

ied Judge Lindsay.

t wasn't, as alate and dust with
which 3 ted the hole and_ tamped it
will ially lat o4 gae In ¢ hrough 1L
& written statement
to iy ons About the Knowledge you
Mave wbaut thin miner

“No, 1 have made ng statement to
anyone of what T know about the ex-

plosion.”

Gen. Willlams  asked:

penetrate the hole you made.

Into the Iron company’s mine ™"

1 ehink it would g0 wn-lsun i
mine

e

e he. hole artar 3 had made It
“You have just sald that you knew
the brattices in the mine were in good
now can you siaie positively |
+ nsked Williams. |

uuu o o

of siack.
v aire whs -ny mud &t e
filing.

"wnll wauld have been the satest
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NEGLIGENCE CHARGE MADE
AGAINST MINE OFFICIALS
AND INSPECTOR SHIFLETT

(Continued From First Page.)
have been a miner for twenty-five
years and now live at LaFollette. 1
lived at Coal Creek and worked In the
Fraterville mine till last March. I am
familiar with the former conditions of
the mine and worked to the right in

the entries. 1 worked last in the hall-
way entry. 1 started this, leaving the
main entry about 800 1 worked
In entries No. 9 and $B the one they
call the Riggs entr: this, 1 worked
and struck the old oned mine of

the Knoxville Iron company. This was
thres years ago and I reported it to
Bank Boss Ed. Hale and Superintend-
ent Chas. Popp. [ left my pick in the
place where I struck the old mine and
told them."

“How large was the hole made, how
long was it and how was it stopped or
closed

‘Mt was about the size of my finger,
it was six inches long and It was closed
by tamping it with mining slack known
as the ordinary slack of the mine."

“Was that all that was ever done
to close the place?

“All that 1 know of, though I have
not been at this place in two. years.
I don’t know whether the entrance to
this room has ever been closed.”

“‘Are you sufficiently acquainted with
the permeation of gas In a mine to
know whether slack would close this
hole or whether gas will sometimes
penetrate apparently solld coal

“'No, I know little about gas.

“Do you know of any other
where the abandoned mine wi
to?" was asked,

“I have heard of other places but I
don’t know of any of my own knowl-
edge nor of any witness v dos

Cross-examination by Judge

place
cut in-

es.
Lind-
5

“Have you ever heard of any bad gas
or do you know of any ever belng In
the min

“1 never aid.

“Is It not a fact the entry back to
the hole where you cut through was not
closed up at the time of the explo-
sion 7 3

The witness remained silent,

“How many suits have you got pend-
ing against the Coal Creek Coal com-
pany at present?’ asked Jv*-» Lind-

may.

"1 have three pending mow."

By Mr. Cates: “How long did you
work In the room where you made the
hole after you found 1t?"

1 worked only a short time."

By Juryman J. M. Black: “How was
the air down on the drum head?"

nace in the morning about 4 or §
o'clock and bulld my fire and then go
back [n the afternoon about 4 o'clock
and bank my fire. I would bank it in
the afterncon so I would not have to
fire up the next morning.”

“What were the arrangements about
firing the furnace on Sunday?"

“There was none. I would always
fire up on Sunday afternion =0 1 would
not have to fire up anew Monday morn-

Is it not a fact that when you bank
a fire this cuts off the air?”

“Yes, the alr is not as good then as
it is at other times."

“Will you explaln to the court what
you mean by banking the fire, and

hen you' fired it Suturday afternoon;
and when on Sunday afternoon before
the explosion Monday?""

“To bank the fire s to put on coal
apd then pile ashes (n front to keep
it going. I left the mine Saturday af-
ternoon shortly after 4 o'clock, fifteen
minutes after 4 o'clock, 1 think, and
then went back Sunday afternoon to
put on coal and banked it Sunday af-
ternoon at 3 o'clock. I knew It was 8
o'clock as then I got the key from Mr.
White."

“Did Bank Boss Atkins know about
the furnace being fired on Sunday
morning?"’

“I guess that he did when he did not
pay & man. ‘The entrance from the
furnace into the entry was a half-
mile and the air had to be pulled down
hill, as it entered In a swag. About
March or April, Bank Boss Vowell told
me that I was burning too much coal
and told me to reduce the coal supply
used so that more alr could enter, and
also sald to lower the bank. th
reducing the height about
Inches,"

fifteel

h

‘When did you first know of an ex-
plosion "

“I did not know of It until some one
telephoned down from Thistle for me to
do all T could with my fire as there

short ways and got my ofl can and
had been at the furnace since about
4 o'clock. Mr. Vowell came down from
Thistle and we went into the mine and
llked not to got out as it seemed that
e exploded a keg of powder
in the mine.
On cross-examination by Judge Lind-
say the witness sals
“Yes, 1 was at the mine about &
o'clock and the same methods were em-

every line of the Iron company mine,
and drove an entry Into the Edwards
track and worked an entry in thirty
feet of the Fraterville mine in order
to protect myself from working Into
the Fraterville mine. 1 worked Hug-
gin's entry or entry No. §, of the Knox-
ville Iron company mine up to the Ed-
wards track but to my knowledge T
never worked nearer the Fraterville
mine than forty feet. 1 worked by a
map of the Knoxville Iron compnay,
made by Mr. Waring™

“Wheén did you go to work In the
Fraterville mine?"

“About three years ago, and was
bank boss, succeeding Dan Fulton. 1
found the old Knoxville Tron.company
mine cut Into in two places. One was
the Hightower entry and also in an-
other, at a room running up from the
next entry above, which was the third
entry under the fork, on the right. The
first hole was about four feet big and
the other very large and was used as
a passage to carry the alr around to
another hole above into the Knoxville
Tron company mine. 1 also cut In at
the Vowell entry. I never knew of any
gas coming in at the holes, but black
damp did.”

“How about the furnace, was it al-
right?™

“I noticed one time that the smoke
wah in No, 10. I had this looked after
and it was remedied.”

“I will ask you about the course of
the air and If the furnace was properly
kept, If it should haye been operated
over Sunday?"

*“The natural tendency of the alr Is
|downward and the furnace had to pull
the air down hill at one place. 1 al-
ways thought the furnace was alright.
We all know that the sparks, flames
carried the air into the mine. I never
had the furnace going on Sunday, but,
of course, it might have been better.""

“What was the condition of the
mine?”" p

“They could tear down bracket which
took us twenty minutes to do when
we went in?"

“Bxplain how you found the men and
the conditions of the mine.”

At the new entry we found that gas
had accumulated and that when the
lamps of the men came in contact It,
the explosion took place and rebounded
to 14, in a roll and there dashed down
to No. 13, where we found there that
there had been another = explozlon.
Along this course was much demolition
of the mine and, but the blaze In No.
15, left entry, was not mutilated and
dled from suffocation. On going into
new entry we found the first man on
his knees and entry No. 13 and the
Riggs entry and the Fraterville mine
had been worked over the bill to a point

bove the black damp and where the
gas would accumulate and on a level
with the gas area of the Knoxville Iron
coétb-ny When the ventilation

gas would gather, and If the ventilation

o |had been kept up 1 don't think any

gas would have accumulat
“How' many ways were there to get
‘Fraterville?”

the other
at the entrance into Thistle at gntry
No. 16"

“in case of a fall, stopping up the
entrante, how could men get out?”
‘UBy (tearing down the brattice or

. from Thistle mine.” i

‘Mo
would not be kept up in these places

“It was rather dusty."

“Was there uny water in the Frater-
ville mine?”

“There was some water in an old side
track section.”"

“Was the mine sprinkled?"

“Not that 1 know of.”

“Did the Coal Creek Coal eompany
send some coal for Inspection during
the Spanlsh-American war to be’ Used
on battleships?" '

“Yes, but 1 was told that the inves-
tigation was against the company.”

“Had the furnace heen kept burning
on Sunday as other days would the ex-
| plosion have taken place?”

“No, It would have kept down any

gns.

Cross-examination by Willlams:

“Was there any gas In the old Knox-
ville Tron company mine when you
used to work it?”

“Yes, there was a gas feeder in the
mine so strong that we could cook on
it. It was natural gas and I think that
the gas entered the Fraterville at about
the old entry No. 13, or in & new room
in No. 13, new, and not from the stream
of water which flowed from the Thistle
mine. The reason 1 have my theory
based on this basls Is that the tracery
of the flame was from No. 13, new and
old, and then the flash dashed down to
No. 15 entry, and there the physical
effect was llke a mighty force had
struck the walls and it did not scem
there was any burning.”

On cross-examination by Judge Lind-
say, the witness sald:

“1 was foreman In the Fraterville
mine about eleven months and while
1 was there T belleve the mine was
conducted properly. The explosion was
beyond all doubt a gas explosion while
there was a little dust in the mine,
a gas explosion does not vitlate the air
like It was In the mine. The burning
In the mine was caused by the burn-
ing of after damp. Gas has to be sev-
en per cent. to burn, and unless there
Is & certain per cent. of oxygen in the
gas it will not burn. There can be
in @ mink o much air that there cannot
be an explosion or there may be so lit-
tle that there is none. I am sure that
the gas did not erter where the water
passes through but it came in at an-
other place. Entry No. 11, of the Knox-
ville Iron company mine, would just
about hit entry No. 14 in the Frater-
ville mine.  While I worked in the
Knoxville Iron company mine I follow-
ed the map and thought I was In only
forty feet of the Fraterville mine, T
did not know I was so near the mine.”

Examination

“I think that It came in from entry
No, 9 and 10, left, of the old Ifon com-
pany mine to either No. 18, old, or No.

e left.

of the gas?"’

“No, T don't think that It would. I
never was scared while bank boss in
the mine but one time and that was
from falling slate. T have n thought
that the ventilation should have been
better,”

John """.‘.. of ‘zllﬂuull. was the

next

T
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o
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Is the right drink at the right time. |
It fills the want of a refreshing soda ||
drink, one that will benefit you. It is
made from cinchona, well known as a
tonle and other Invigorating properties.
At all Soda Fountain and in bottles 5e.

THE CINCO €O, Knoxville, Tenn.

there found a coat, bucket and

" “I know of only one, but It was said

powder Jacket partly full of powder. | among the miners that there was one
We then came to & room and found | at the foot of the hlill in the mine;
three men at the entrance of the room, | one at the Wallace entry; one in the
where they had been blown out. Their | Hightower entry; one In the Riggs
clothes had been blown off. From | entry; one in the Vowell entry: one in
there we went to an echo and then | \he Hutson entry; one in old 13 and two
came (o what was an old room. And’ 0

then we traveled to what we supposed
was room No. 12 Here we found a

in a room from new No 13."
John Dyer, a Fraterville miner who
happened not to be in the mine on the

brattice blown down. 1 tried to get

5 . morning of the explosion was called
e B ene entlation | next. He was fnterrogated by “Jury-
43 too heavy Lo get over and We then |, ‘wm eaterson and deposed
traveled down the track and saw two

other men of the crew working toward
us. There were sixteen dead bodies
laying between us and the approach-
ing body. Then we went toward the
Bullwheel and there found dead men
blowed Into a reom. One man had his

head blown off and others had their |

legs only blown into the room.”

The court adjourned at 6:30 o'clock
until 8 o'clock p. m.

At night Dave Hutson was on stand.

“When did you last work In the Fra-
terville mine?” was asked of the wit-
ness by Juryman Willlam Kesterson.

"I worked in the mine last on the
Wednesday before the explosion and
complained to Foreman Adkins about
the air in the mine hurting me, and he
sald that he would let me off if the
alr hurt me."

“Why was you not in the mine on
the morning of the explosion?” was
asked by Juryman J. M. Black.

“I was not well on this morning and
did not want to go to work when 1 was
not feeling well and again I knew that
there was a good crowd at work and
did not think that I would be needed. 1
have been working in this mine for the
past fifteen years and think that I
know all about it. I noticed often of
late that the air was heavy."”

“This was the case I suppose when
the air was cloudy?” interposed Judge

Lindsay.
“Yes, this Is so. That made a great
ifference.’

I understand that the more men |
themine the harder it was to breath
asked Juryman G. W, Lovely.

“Yes, this Is so. A mule breathes
more than a man and the more mules
you have in a mine the greater circur-
lation you need when this is going on.”

The question was asked by Juryman
German Dabney:

“Did you ever see the state mine in-
spector in the mine, or did the company
have employed a fire boss as was the

*

“It was over three months before the
explosion that the state Inspector was
in the mine. I did not see him about

often talked about the gas In the old
Knoxville Iron company’s mine and
discussed the fact that it had been cut

into and agreed that if there was ever

“I went Into the Fraterville mine and
was at the furnace with Foreman Ad-
kins recently and he told me that the
furnace was not conducted properiy
and that he would have to put & man

to work in the place of Tip Hightower
in charge of the furnace as he had 1o

ne

dependence In him. He made
change. 1 am still at work at the m|
of the Coal Creek Coal company and do

explosion as I may yet develop some-
thing about the cause of this.

On cross examination conducted by
Judge Lindsay, the witness said:
“After Tip Hightower was told ta
lower the beds of the furnace, he 1

s0 and there was no complaint after
that s to the cause of the explosion,
This was the last I heard of bad air."”

Re-direct examination conducted by
Xen C, Hicks.

“I went through the air channel last
April and helped patch a number of
leaks in it."

“What would be the effect, Mr. Dyer,
if the furnace was shut down on Suns
day?” =
here would be no air down in."

“How long would it take the furnace
to furnish or fill the mine on Monday
morning after the furnace was star-
ted®"

“About forty minutes. I know of no
gas seam in the Fraterville mine and
never saw any gas in it. There used to
be plenty of gas In the old mine of the
Knoxville Tron company near the head
and near the Fraterville mine for the
convicts to cook on.”

y “Was you ever in the mine with Mr.
Shiflett 7" 4

“Yes, T was in the mine with him
over a year ago and May a year ago
he was in the Fraterville mine, and
this was the last time that T know of
him having been there. I can't may

perature was when we were In last.
His {nstrument to test the current
worked all right and this was the last
time ¥ gaw him work it. 1 have work-
«d over on the right side of the Frater«
ville mine and last June a year ago,
Mr. Adkins and myself were experl-
menting to find the Iron company's
mine, and in the entry 13 we cut

‘what the current was or what the tem- -

I

not desire to state my opinion as to the
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