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FORTY-ONE ARE DEAD. ‘
Only One of the Miners Who Eatered
the Shaft Thursday Morning Es-
capes—How the Explosion was
Caused.

Grarron, W. Va,, Jan. 23.—For-
ty-two men were in the gang that
went to work yesterday morning in
the ill-fated Orrel mine at Newberg.
It is now known that of that num-
ber 41 aredead. The man who es-
caped is John Miller ; he came up
five minutes before the accident.

The cause of the awful calamity
is attiibuted to the removal by Al-
bert McWilliams of a bulkhead
across one of the ventilating galler
ies. which turned .ﬁ fresh u;({rmn
its proper course permit e
accumulation of fire-damp. This
was fired by a naked lamp, and the
explosion followed.

When the explosion occur-ed the
cages were at the bottom of the shaft
and the tremendous energy resulting
from the combastion crushed them
and the heavy timber lining of the
shaft into a confused mass. This
demolition of the cages obliged the
resciers to resort to the iron coal
buckets as a means of reaching the
level of the drifts, and as they will
hold but three men, the work of re-
moving the obstructions proceeds
very slowly.

THE FORCE OE THE EXPLOSION.

Some of the men have, however,
forced their way through into the
mine and penetrated about 300 feet
along the main heading. They re-
port that one cross heading S0 feet
long, which had been filled up solid
with slate, mud and refuse, was
blown entirely open, the enormous
wass of debris being scattered for
Tev_enl hundred teet alotg the gal-
eries,
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o'clock shisevening. At6 o'clock this
evening, four bodies had been dis-
cov and removed to the bottom
of the shaft, but they will not be
brought up to the surface until
morning. They are so blackened
lllld disfigured as to be unrecogniza-
ble.

Every hour since the disaster,

- | scenes of the most agonizing charac-

‘t:fr h“:ﬂib:;:n e:‘llhcted in the homlo’es
the vi at were r, but
happy, yesterday, but are m desc-
late. At first it was hoped that the
men who were in the mine might

'|have escaped instant death and

they could be rescued before they
died of starvation. While there
was reason to believe this, the wives,
mothers and other relations of the

| unfortunates retained their feelings

to some extent. This morning,how-
ever, when word was passed from

‘| mouth to mouth in whispers that

there was no hope that any of the
winers were still living, a wail of
anguish resounded through the
wt ole village, and when hours
ago laughter waz heard, the ounly
sounds now are moans,

THE VILLAGE IN MOURNING.

Twenty-two of the vietims were
married men, and of that number
16 bad families hiving in Newberg.
Ot the unmarried men and boys
neariy all had relatives among the
500 persons that makes up the popu-
lation of the village. '
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