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THE BRAIDWOOD SUFFERERS
! |

Governor Hamilton's Message and the Adjutant
General's Report. |

Botween (Thirty and ForTy Familles amd Nearly
* Oue Hundred Little Children En- |
| «tirely Destitute,

T |
Spectal Dispatch to the Globe- Democrat.

SPRINGFIELD, ILL., February 22.—The fright-
ful dlin{mer recently at the Diamond mine,
Braidwdod, proving fatal to so many miners,
has aroysed the sympatfiy and indignation of
a majority ot the people of Illinois, and auring
the pustiweek has clnimed much of the atten-
tion of {members of the General Assembly.
Bills in both houses have been presented pro-
viding for an appropriation for relief, As
noted last night, the bill came up in the House
yesterday, and was considerably crippled
by amendments. In this matter the
Republitans took the lead, and fearing
that it would help them politically, the Dem-
ocrats ure seeking to kill the bill. The more
wise ones on the Democratic side claim that
such a procedure will do the Democratic ?ﬁrty
more hgrm than the passage of the bill will do
the Rephblicans good. ] |

In regurd to the subject Governor/Hamilton
to-day sent| to both houses of the Genernl As-
#einbly k messace, accomnpanied by a report of
the Adjutant General, who had visited the
scene obtiie terrible misfortune.
?:U\-’NRNDK'S MESSAGE.

STATE|OF ILLINOIS, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,"
SPRINGHIELD, ILL., February 22, 1883.—To the
Ilonorable the General Assembly: On Friday,
the 18ih day of Fulguu . 1883, a great calamity
oceurrefl at the Piamound coal mine, near
Braidwdod, {in the County of Will, in the State
of Illingis, by which about eighty men sudden-
Iy lost their lives. The disuster seems to have
‘been by the dd sinking of the
ground above the wine by which an opening
wis made frown the surface to the cavities of the
mine amd » vast amount ot qurmue water, ac-
cumulated {rom recent snow, ice and floods,
unpr d in quantity, rushed through
the opening thus formed into the mine, and
suddenly ovarwbelwed and destroyed many of
the miners working therein before they could

=

t advices the mine is still flooded
3d none of the bodijhhu\m been
1

From ate
with water
recovered.

A great i
their lives
having wiwv
ing upon th

ority of these miners who thus lost
¢re married men and poor men,
und cbildren wbsolutely depend-
daily labor of the husband jand
juther, in the mines, for scanty subsistence.
Their supp being thus suddenly taken trom
them thiy wiust necessarily be in a very de-
plorabld and destitute condition.
. Upon learning of the disaster, and the loud
ories an{l appeals of thesiricken and sufferin

oues, I desirell for my own inforwation an

that.of the Legislature zud the publi¢ to l;tu-n

o
-4

in & religble und semi-cMeinl manner the fucts
 regarding the disaster, and the extent of the
loss of lite and the suffiering oOf the surviving
people, us well as their necessities, and I,
therefort, on the night of Sunday, the 18th
inst., reguested Gen, J. H. Elliott, Adjutant
Generallof the State, to proceped at once to the
scene ofithe calamity and m:ke such full in-
vestigation as he.could on the points above
suggested. He lumediatel, vent and made
such exdgmination, and maude report to me in
writing, n copy of which report 1 have th

honor tog herewith transmit to the Legislature,
accompinied with & petition on behalf of the
citizens pf the vicinity of the Diumond Mine,,
.signed by their local Relier Etu,muitu:e.und ad-
dressed fo we and to the General Assembly,
asking aid. | .

1 have pauused this examination to be made,
and I transmiv these papers to the Gengral As-
sembly, simply from a sense of duty.

I inve no desire to advise or direct the Gen-
eral Assdmbly as to legislation on this subjecs,
und, not huving time to fully examine the
question} I am in doubt whetber it is in the
constitutional power of the General Assembly
to make| any uppropriation lor relief of the
sufferers; but the culumity sedms so extraor-
dinury tihat I Teel warranted gin culling  vour
carefulauttention to it, that |#u may, through
your Judicinry Committees, und by personat
examination, determine for yourselves this
questionjof constitutional power by legislative
action, fs well as the wisdom of muking an
appropription for this purpose ouly.

Ibave only to add further thuat whatever ae-
tion iy be tuken should be taken promptly,
an< 1f it should be considerdd thuat the framers
of.our Canstitution have in théir wisdowm pro-
hibited the General Assembly from making ap-
propriation to relicve tliese people, I hope und
trpst that such action us hus been tuken by us
will eall from the charitable and Kind hearts of
the people abundait support for the poor saf-
ferers ol the Diumond mine diaster.

Joux M, HAMILTON,
{ ; Govurnor.
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I | " AlpJUTANT EI#FRAL’a ?nronr." [ 1

SPRINGFIELD, ILL., February 20, 1883.—Hon. |
John M.KHamilton, Governor of 1ilinois: [Sig— |
/In obedignce to your direction that I should
proceed to Braidwood and make full investi- |
gution of the extent of the calamity, the suffer-
ing and the immediate necessitivs of the peo-
ple oceasioned Dby the recent disaster |ut
the:| Diajnond mine, I have. the hofn-

or | to | report (that I reached | DBraid-
wood early on Monduy ‘ming, the %)h.
and im diately

3 ] woceede o Diamon .i/!a.

miuing village, three miles ls) ant. ‘Lhe n
generailylisin a Juke of ice,ind as soon us there
i3 a thawa vust number of the houses can only
be reachdd by wading. The buildings ave slight
frame structares, ¢osting, perhaps, §250, &
erally owped by the compuny and rented to the
miners. il visited rlurge number of tie deso-
luted homes and witnessed suc) scepes of piti-
uble suffdring and woe as J hope never t e
again. Ih house after house are foundjmot
surroundpd by a swarm of littie clhildyen,
grieving ithe loss of husbands and sons; some

were ;Fm 1g in silent despair, others were

ers,

ran-
tic in'thelr griet. These poor women and clil-
dren hadmno support except the duily wages| of
the husbands and tathers. This being takien
_away, sud not even owning the housés in
which thdy live, they are absolutely dependent
.uapon charity. X j
[ |1 visited tiie store of the Diamond Company
and was inormed that suppites would be teul-
orarily ddvanced to the saffering fainihes, I
! .lqu attefide : a weeting of the citizens| of
Briidwodd on Monduy afterncon ut which a
permanegt reliet committce  was appointed

uitsieps tuken for a percanent reliet fund,
It €eems to me thut thg disaster is of such ex
S teng and ehnracter a8 not ouly to cluim the us-
 sistance of tiie (flt_\' and coumy in waicl it

cuired, but alsv the substautial assistan
the State :
@lnclo.ed I hand vou alist of the wives and |
¢l ld e yesiding at Diamend w o0 have been
left husLandiess and fatherless by the Dinm mdl
mine dissster. Maony of tue men bad fanili
in dther countries, some of wiom nie sup
"0 be on dhetr «ay fo join them here. {
I also inciose an nddress, signed by promi-|
nent citizens of Bruiwdwood, which I wus|re-|
quested 'ty place in your hands. 1
" Betgre ¢losing this report 1 deem it proper to
Hinform yda that the universal demand of[the
| bereavelllwomen is that the water be taken/out
jof tiue mthe and theé bodles of tue lost re
ered. [They secem 9 cane for und thin
othing dise, and itis most deplorable t
therm maving about | muking this inquis
Jevery oneg they meet, I can reglize toe m:
nivnde of removing some bundreds of acr
“Woler, #nd can oniv give yon the bencfit of an
mexperidneed observation in everythiug per-
taipine (o win-d and mining,  bui it ig my
“i)ill_ﬂ nithiat, uliess }unre. effective mendstilres
to this end are takea, iv will he ulonths Léfore
[the bottodn of toal mine is seen, I am, Gov-
ur;iur, Sy respectiully, J. A ELLIOTTE

t Adjutan: General.
WIPOWS AND OKPHANS ATY DIAMOND. |
Jdonn Huber. § cnlidren, aged 9.?.!1:.14
an i b

‘iz Kea. 1child, a haby: German. I

Mrs. ol Anderson. noehidnkn: Scotch, |
s, Banll Wilains, 6 chlidren, under I years:
5. Mrs. lohn Wiikins, no (‘lllldrtl;u'?; Euglish. ‘
6., Mrs. P. U. Beadmond, 3 childven. aged 14, 8 and

| 7 years. ; i
7. Mrd. | Adam' McQuiston, 5 enildren; under 10
Years: Scofeh, :
8.  Mrs. WJoe Mattern, 2 children, aged 1) 4\1 8"
years; Gefinan. ]
|- 9. Mrs. Win. Seveckora, 2 chlldien, aged’2 and !
years; Gethan, ! ;
10. Mrsg John Neil, 6 children. undeér svl
s p 1 ehild 2
11, Mrsd1. Pearson, 1 ¢ . aged 2.years. | |
12 Mrs }itlm-erl Harper, 8 chiidren, :xe.ds. $and |
cofel. i | i
113, Mrsd Mariha Meycki: Pole. b s
[14. Mrs.G. Bu oKouski, 8 children, aged 5, 3 ym
|

ars le.
]x*.' Mrs, Ouicbenock, 2 chnt_:n:u;, aged 9 ui.-.

ar:
\

| 30 W
=k | |
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iz, icﬁﬂdﬁh. under 14 vears;

. Calab 'r.iééhi!dreﬁ. uni'!:é;'--; rears: Pole.
Auguifl Haea, 2 children, ngdar 10 years;

n. j ; ! Al
. Mrs. Augnst Rambert, 1child; German.
=5 “‘E B. Schizel. § children, under » years; Ger-

oD, Mra. TJohn Brohman, 4"c£u&"pun, under 17 years;
oY ;i ; 3 e il '
30. Mrs. Frank Matto, 2 children, under 12 years;

i i &
~ 31. Mrs. Herman Unger. 1child; German.
82. Murs. Henry Edle; no children; Scotch. .
33. rs. James Carroll, no children: Irish.
- 4. rs. Thomas Rogers, no children; Irish.

' | . | PRTITION. ,

To His Excellency, John M. Hamilton, Gov-
ernor, and thb‘@em&rﬂl Assembly of the State
of Illinois: We, the undersigned committee,
dulv appointed by the citizens of this coal
mining district, wounld most respectfully and
earnestly petition your honorable body to
muke an appropriation of §25 000, or such an
amount of money as your henorable body may
see fit, to aid and u85ist the forty-five widows
and 1 rphans ¢aused Ly the late Diamond
niine aisaster, V& d2 e

. WM. Mooxry,
|  JAMES J. BENNETT,
| - | F} W. Apams, :
| . _ALER PATTERRON,
. HENRY LE CArroN, M. D.,
ROBERT H}'STON,;P. M.,

- N. GOLDFINGER,
 F. E. MUNN.

|

|

13
|
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