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VICTIIS OF FIREDANP,

Five Men Killed aud Others Badly Injured by a
Uoal Mine Explosion.

GHASTLY SIGHTS AT THE MINE

Bodies Charred Beyond Recognition—List of
the Dead and Wounded.

Special Dispateh to THE TiMmEs.
SHENANDOAH, May 24,

One of the most fatal explosions that hasever
occurred in the Schuylkill district took place toe
day in the new slope of Richard Hecksher &
Co.’s Kohinoor Colliery, situated on the oute
skirts of this place, the cause of which, it is
believed, has been a fall of top-rock and earth,
thus foreing the foul air into that portion of the
mine where the miners were at work, and re-
sulted in the instant killing of five men and the
serious injury of several others, The names of
the dead are as follows :

MarTIN MULIHALL, miner,

James Munnarny, laborer, son of the former,

OWEN GarLaGcair, miner, merried, has & wife and
three children.

James MeDosyrLL, door boy.

SAMUEL HuGo, driver,

The injured men are as follows ¢

Joux LEE, fire buss, whom, it is believed, cannot
recover.

Marris MATTENYNOWICZ, @ Polander, married, with
four children.

1882 Kohinoor Col

liery explosion NEWST

Clipped By:
usmra_rob
Jun 27,2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers

.com. All Rights Reserved.



News ’ The Philadelphia Times (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) - Thu, May 25,
by <lancestry 1882 - Page 3
https://www.newspapers.com/image/52192713/ Downloaded on Jun 27, 2025

HOW THE ACCIDENT OCCURRED.

[ It appears that the men had been generating
gas during the night, and this morniug at the
time the duy men were to enter the mine the
lower lift was full of the foul air. Notwith-
standing that there was two fans kept com-
stantly going all the time John Lee, the fire
boss, went into the mine at an early hour
this morning and was astonished to find the
accumulation of such a large body of gas
as he discovered. Without further hesita-
tion he warned the miners who worked breasts
in that vicinily and ordered that all the men
should be ifurnished with safety lamps, afier
which all went to work and continued on
until the fatal explosion took place at noon, at
which hour the gus was mysteriously forced in
among the men., Some entertain the opinion
that the miners must have returned totheir old
custom of using the naked lamps., The ex-
plosion occurred with terrible foree, deal-
ing death and destruction to everything
in 1ts course, Props were hurled with
lightening rapidity in every direction, and mine
doors were blown to atoms. The victims of the
terrible disaster were horribly mutilated and
burned beyond recognition. Young Mulhall
was burned to a erisp and his body cut and
bruised so frightfully that some trouble wus ex-
verienced in recognizing him. James MeDon-
ald, a mere boy, employed as door tender, was
blown along the gangway and dashed againsé
the side of a gangway and terribly disfigured.
The others met a similar fate.
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GHASTLY SCENES O DEATH.

At the time of the accident there were probe
ably one hundred miners inside. Those who
escaped tell a frightful story of the noise of the
concussion,  As soon as they could realize that
they escaped the awful death of their com-
panions they proceeded to the bottom of the
shaft, and on reaching the surface gave an se-
count of the terrible event that had just taken
place. The mnews was quickly heralded
throughout the town, and in a short time
men, women and children arrived in droves
fromi Shenandoah and the neighboring places,
Women screamed and swooned away and
the stoutest heart gquaked at the appalling
sight,  The victims were brought to the surfuice
one by one and were laid side by side near the
month of the ill-fated mine. The features of
each were cagerly seanned: several of the dead
were headless and beyond all recognition. Two
of the men were brought out in an entirely
nude state, amd npon the recognition of an affee-
tionate fatheror hushand the lamentations of the
female portion of the excited crowd were sad
in the extreme, Those who escaped injury
stood aghast at the awful scene and were visibly
affected by theiv safe delivery, while others
hurried to and fro with stretehers stained with
the blood of the vietims, some laden with the
inanimate forms, Those who had been re-
lewsed from their burdens were hurrying
back to the shaft to render further assistance,
The Kohinoor Colliery is the largest in
the * Schuylkill region and has a shipping
capacity of four hundred cars daily, employiug
four hundred men and boys.  Business was en-
tircly suspended and everything was done to
alleviate the sutferings of the injured and re-
lieve the distress of the widows and orphans,
Later reports say that there is still one untortu-
nate imprisoned in the mine. Arrangements
are now being made to effect his release,

*
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