Newspapers
by Hlancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/79884568/

Richmond Dispatch (Richmond, Virginia) - Sun, Feb 5, 1882 - Page 1

Downloaded on Jun 26, 2025

generally
the agony of frightful snspense and hoping

SHAFT HORROR.

GROVE

What Assistance They Can—Repairing of
the Shaft Begun ; Descent of Working-Par-
ties—Probable Canse of the Explosion—Lisi
of the Mgn Caught Underground, with
Places of Nativity, Ages, and Family-His-
tory—The Latest from the Relief Parties—
Mr. Cathbert’s Account—Down in a Coal-
Miue: A Description Written in 1543—0One
Body Discovered. p

o —

Though there was little outward evidence
of it, yesterday was a day of great sorrow
at the Midlothian mines, -

Around the mouth of Grove shaft there
was no crowd;. only men at work, The
widowed women and the children made
fatherless by the grest calamity of Friday

remainad at thefr homes, suftering

azainst liope, while eouragzeous men, with
all the means at their disposal, went hard
to work to penetrate the mine and discover
the worst. It ean hardly be possible that
any of those entombed by the explosion of
Friday ean be alive, but their friends feel
it a duty to labor with as much zcal and en-
ergy as if by #o doing they might rescue
them from impending death,

The explosion blew out the brattice of the
shaft. The bratiice is a partition dividing
the shait into two chambers, and is ne-
cessary in order that an atmospheric cur-
rent way be ereated and the fresh air ll-tl
in (by the aid of the fan), and the foul air
let out. Wherever the miners proceed in
the bowels of the earthy in mining of the
character done in Chesterficld, this brattice- |
work in some form or other must be put
up, The explosion broke it up in the |
shaft, and the rvelief parties yesterday had |
first to vepair it.  To do it the guicker can-
vas was used, As the men went lower
and lower into the shait they cleared the |
d¢bris away, and our latest accounts give,
considering all the eircumstances, a satis-
factory account of their progress,

The disaster makes 27 widows and 108
children fatherless.  Ten of the thirty-two

men lost were white,
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WHERE THE MEN WERE,

In these six leyels there were fifteen coal-
diggers working, The remaining seven-
teen were in other portions of the pit.
One of the seventeen, the engineer, would
be with his engine at the head of the in-
A banksman, a driver, and a fire- ||
man would be in the vicinity of the engine,
The others, who were timber hands, gas-
men, and assistants, would be in the levels
where the diggers were, The night shift
or turn had come off work that morning at
6 o'clock, snd were relieved by the men
wlio are now inevitably lost,

cline.

The following information about the
shaft is pccurate:

Depth of shaft.
[&l'l,:(‘l‘ll of tunne

Feet,
R L ] “"

I‘..'...'..'woi lu,... euu
Length of Incllne(............ R e M 1 ]

Tot 1 distance from mouth of shiaft to the
the exiremity of the fuelinea.. e, 3,240

VIRIT TO COALFIELD.

Mr. J. B, Lightfoot, the agent here of the
Midlothian coal-mine
the disaster until he learned it from the
ch of yesterday morning, Then, im-
get to the spot, and being un-
willing to wait for the train, he drove to
Coalficld, and was at the shaft all day.

Mr. William R. Burrows, one of the
owners, went to Coallicld yesterday by
train, and returned in the afternoon.

‘The vein of coal which the men were
working was about four feet in thickness,
and was of very good quality. 1t sold for

per ton at the mine.

The outlay in preparing these mines du-
ring the past twelve years was about 300,-
groat deal of money was spent in
driving the tunnel through solid rock
from the bottom of the shaft to the coal-

The Herald's Account.

When news of the disaster reached Rich-
Mr. Cuthbert hired a locomotive and
hastened to Coalfield and sent off the fol-
lowing account :

The Grove shaft of the Midlothian mine
is situated about thirteen miles from Rich-
mond, on the Richmond and Danville rail-
road, baving a track one mile in length
running from the railroad to the mine,
The shaft i« 600 fect perpendicular depth,
From that point there is a stone tunnel 600
feet more to the eoal-vein. From this point
an incline is driven south 54 degrees west,
dipping ot an average angle of 17 degrees
hich makes a total depth of
ere are six levels-working,
cing at 1,250 feet from the

knew mothing of
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About the sane time there went into the
pit a machinist and assistant,  They went
to remove an e and came out o din-

ving come up eat their breakfast,
The pit whose name was Williun Mar-

THE LAST MEN OUT,
-&L told the assistant of the machinist

and not be caught by it. The trains are
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as the grave.
for some sound from
but could hear none.
tirely cut off, and “M&?%’
sonous earbonie-acid gas
in volumes to the uhan-'bonom. In abso-
lute despair of Leing able to render an
assistance, Marshall and Coxon came up. 1t
was then about twenty minutes past 1
o'clock.
‘ ATTEMPTING TO SIGNAL THE MEN,

Another and third attempt was then
made to obtain some communication with
the men in the pit. This wasan efiort to
repair the signal wire, In order to do this
it was decided to endeavor to attach a cord
to the broken wire and carry it down with
them, The wire was intaet to a point
four hundred feet helow the surface,  The
first impulse was to cover the break in
the shaft brattice with canvas or sail-
cloth for the purpose of restoring ven-
tilation. Superintendent Dodds :t:}ecled
to that proposition on the ground that
whatever gas might be between the shaft
and the boiler, a distanee of 500 feet, would
be earried on to the boiler fires and
would probably result in another explo-
sion.  After making known his fears to
the men on the nd they guite coln-
cided with his opinion and the plan was
abandoned.
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DRIVEX BACK BY AFTER-DAMP,

Nolllllliﬁel!lm remained Lut to try and
restore signal,  Marshall, Coxon, and
a mah named Crump then went down
again for the third time, They carried a
rope with them which they attached to the
#ignal wire, ind after descending a short
distance beyond that point were foreed to
return by encountering carbonie-acid gas
This was the final effort to reach the mine
or opin communication with it. It then
beeame awlully apparent to those engaged
in these efforts that all the inmates of the
pit were dead.
HOPE ABANDONED,

Upon their return, which was about 2
o’clock, all bope was abandoned, and ‘the
most harrowing scenes of wailing women
and children and grief-stricken men fol-

lowed,
Ventilation Resfored,

CostrigLy, 9 P. M.— Miners are steadily
at work in the shaft repairing the brattiec-
work, and ventilation is now restored to
the hottom of the shaft, .

None of the bodies have yet been re-
covered, 3
The Deseent Into the Mine In Search

of the Dead.
[Special telegram to the Dispateh.)

CoaLrFieLp, February 4.—Snow to the
depth of about six inches fell during the
night, and the worning broke drear and
disinal over the Grove shaft of the Midlo-
thian coal-mines, with its tomb of thirty-
two men,

Miners from the Deep-Run, Etng, Jew-
ett, and other mines in the county came
carly, plodding through the snow, to ren-
der nny assistance in their power towards
the recovery of the bodies of the unfortu-
ﬁulc]men, whom all generally concede to be

cadl,

The Burrows Midlothian conl-mine of the
company cmployed at the time of the acel-
dent about 110 mey, INCIATog the thirg =
two

DURIED IN TIHE SHAFT,

Neurlr all of those hiving were on the
works in the structure surmounting the
ghaft this morning, besides some dozen or
two experienced winers from the neighbor-

lnf mines,
t was easy to discover from the =olemn
sspect of the coal-begrimmed vissazes of
the latter, and aslso of the grave miners,
that a descent into the shaft with its treach-
erons after-damp was looked upon as an
undertaking of great personal risk. Not-
withstanding this fact there were numer-
ous voluntecrs ready at a moment’s notice
to descend and aseertain the doom of the
miners and eommence the work of search-
Inf)lor the bodies, .

uring the morning Supecrintendent
Dodds and other experienced miners held
frequent -

CONSULTATIONS
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CONSULTATIONS

as to what was best to be done, The appre-
hension seemed to be that there was danger
from the fires under the engine boilers,
which, if not extinet, would cause a fresh
explosion, if not already done, as soon a8
ventilation was restored, The

hours wore on, and it was as late as 11:
A. M. when Superintendent Dedds hinself,
accompanied George Conrad and E,

Sax

was given
“LOWER AWAY STEADY,”

The perilous journey was begun, and
an I:;untalmo’ttthe bucket with its

15
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gree of conflidence among the

. It i3 the settled opinion of the leading
miners on the ground that
~ THERE I8 NO FIRE BELOW,
and as soon as this prevails with any de-
nlne{ndo

the work of removing o and opening
the avenues to the coal-face will be com-
menced in good carnest,

At 2 P, M. another party, eonmm:f of
Thomas Jones, William mmd ohn
King (white), and Thomas lﬁolor-
ed), went down, carried all ne-
cessary materials, and such tools and im-
piements as were required to make the re-
pairs to the brattice.

Report of the working party at 3 P. M,
states they had repaired about forty feet of
the first k+in, It was found that the
damage to the brattice was greater than
had been anticipated, and it will require
considerable labor and time to reach

THE BOTTOM OF THE SHAFT

and beginuing of the tunnel, The shaft is
very damp and making a great deal of wa-
ter, which retards the workmen in their

operations, 1t is the opinion of the super-
intendent that the prospect for reaching
the bodies of the wen to-night is not ve
good, Still it may be accomplished, as all
the men are eager o do what they ean, The
following is a

LIST OF THE MEN LO=T
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LIST OF THE MEN LOST

in the mine, giving their snpposed ages,
places of nativity, whether married or sin-
gle, andd nmnber in family of the former :

William Marshall, azed forty-five years,
of Percy Main, England; has wife aud four
children,

Thomas Hall, thirty-five years, Chester-
ficld, Va.; has wife and four children

George Jewett, Jr,, twenty-one, Ches-
terfield, Va,; wife and one child,

A. A. Jewett, thirty, Chestertield, Va.;
wife and one ehild,

Jumes  Brown, thirty-three, probabiy
from Georgetown, D. C.; wife and three
children,

James  Hall, thirty-three, Chesterfield,
Va.; wife and five children, -

Joe Cournow, twenty-one, Chesterfield,
Va.; single, but leaves a widowed mothe
with seven children. ?

John Morris, twenty-three years, Ches-
terficid, Va. 3 single,

Joseph Bl’:lcld:. fifty years, Durham,
England; wife and eight children, now in
England,

Richard Cogbill, nixt{-slx years, Ches-
terficld, Va,; one child living,

Richard Morgan, forty years, a native of
Chestertield, Va.; wife and four children,

Bobert Binford, forty, Chesterfield, Va. ;
wile and seven children,

samuel Cox, forty-five, Chesterfleld ;
wife and one child.,

Pleasant Stewart, thirty, Chesterfield;
wife and one child.

Joseph Cunlufl, sixty, Chesterfield; wile
and three step-children.

Beverly Brooks, fitty, Chesterfield; wife
and several ehildren,

Alexander Logan, forty, Chesterfield;
wife and children, .

Peter Hayper, forty years, Richmond,
Yiu: wife and ehildren,

Mujor Pollard, thirty, Chesterfleld: wife
and three children,

folomon Taylor, forty, Chesterfield ; wite
dead, five children living.

Squire Bright, fifty-five, Chestertield;
wife and six children. ,

Joln Green, fifty-five, Chesterfield; wife
and one child. :

Lewis Hobbs, fifty-five, Dinwiddie, Va.;
wife and six children,

Daniel Hannmond, thirty-two, Powhatan,
Va.; wife.

lni!mm Graves, twenty-one, Chesterfield 3
single,

llgdwnrd Ross, fifty-tive, Chesterticld ;
single,

Rt:bt'ﬂ Booker, eighteen, Chesterfield ;
gmgle,

Thomas Summels, forty; wife and five
stepshildren,

Ihert. Hughes, thirty; wife and seven

d'.;m"mm. thirty, Chesterfield; wife

andd two children,
Jeft, Coleman, forty-five, Chesterfield,
wife and three step-children,
Fred, Anderson, twenty-three, Chester-
field, single,
The following were
IN PREVIOUS DISASTERS :
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IN PREVIOUS DISASTERS : -
John Green (co!oredmu in the upper
portion of the same shaft in May, 1876,
when the explosion then oeccurred. He
was working with Charles Holder, who
was killed,  Holder was thrown out of the
bucket; Green held on to the rope and
was hauled out, Ned Ross, also colored,
was in the shaft in May, 1876, He was
working at the bottom, and was rescued
harely alive, Tle was about the sune place
yesterday when the explosion occure by
which he lost his lite, Joseph Cournow
(white) is the son of Thomas Cournow,
who was one of the pit bosses and lost his,
life in the explosion of May, 1876, Solo-
mon Taylor (colored), among ,the Kitled
i‘rldnz, was also in the explosion of
1876, but excaped with others,
THE LATESNT.

Discovery of One of the Bodies Not
Very Far From the Bottom of the

[Spectal telegram o the Dispateh.]
COALFIELD, YA, February 4, —Have just

gt 10:30 P, M.) arrived from Grove shaft,
idlothian pits.

At last the persistent efforts of the
miners have been rewarded by reaching
the bottom of the shaft, and by consumate
durine discovering the body of one of the

GALLANT CONDUCT,

of them came near losing their lives,
e party cons of John Kendler,

Isted
George Thad. mﬂ and John-
[ g were the last party

til the

it
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Plan

he shaft, This plane |

point of the mine about 1,000 feet, or a i)
of amlle, from the surface. The coal having
thus been brought to the pit, the other en-
gine raises it perpendicularly to the surface,
when the baskets containing it are plueed
on little cars on a small hand-railway, and
are pushed a few rods to where it i< cinp-
tied, sereened, and shovelied into the
cars on the rallroad conneeling with tide-
water near Richmond,  While the engine

the rock 860 feet below the surface, This
water is conducted about 20 feet above
Frnund to a eistern, from which it is used
i the different cngines,

Through the Kindness of the president of
the company T was allowed to

DESCEND INTO THE MINES,

My friend, guide, and seli, cach with a
lighted lamp, sprang info a basket sus-
pended by ropes over pulleys and frame-
work above a yawning abyss 775 fect deep,
The signal was given—putt! puil’! went
the steam-engine, and down, down, went
we,  Tendeavored to joke to conceal my
tm‘ﬁldntinn. It was siale business, Ra-
pidly glided past the wooden eides of the
shaft—I hecame dizzy—shut my eyes—
opened them and saw far, far above the
small faint light of day at the top. Inone
minute—it scemed five—we came to the
Lottom with a bump! The underground
superintendent made his appearance, cove
ered with coal-dust and perspiration:
Jolly English face and hearty weleome au-
gured well for our subterranean researches,
Him we followed, ench witha tighted Lunp,
through many a labyrinth, down many a
ladder, and occasionally penctisting to the
end of a drift, where the en were at
work shovelling coal into baskets on the
ears running on rilroads to the month of
the pit, or boring for blasts, We witnessed
one or two, The mateh was put, we re-
treated a short distance, then came the ex-
plosion, echolug and reéehoing among the
caverns—amomentary noise of falling coul,
like a sudden shower of hail, succeeded,
and then all was silence,
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THE DRIFTS, OR PARSAGES,
are rﬂentl about i feet wide and 10 fect
high, with pillars of coal fntervening
about 60 feet square. T ean give the idea
by eomparing the drifts to the streets and
the pillars to the squares of a ity in mine
iature,  When the company’s its are
reached  the E;lc“m will be taken away.
The general inelination of the passages Is
about 30°, Frequently obstacles are met
with, and one has to descend by ladders or
by steps cut in solid rock. Doors used in
ventilation were often met with, throuzh
bl o L g B P o
imderground in on
the small railways coursing nearly all the
d‘i‘tth"'ﬂn ; are in :‘xg" L eondlthnl
i e glosey conts y nearly equa
to well-kept race-lorses, which is supposed
to vesult from the salphur in the and
the even temperature of the mines. Well.
arranged stables are there budlt, and all re-
quisite attention paid them, Sowe of the

aninvila ramain balow fow . and wlhen

Aeve

1o the strong lght of da bol

like wild-horses, o e

PARTITIONS OF THIN FLANK

attached to timbers put up in the centre of
the main drifts are one of the prineipal
means by which the wmines are ventilated,
aided Ly a strong furnace near the upeast
<haft, Nearthis is a biseksmith-shop. The
ﬁm[m:rlllc air is mmrg E:o the m|lue-
own o) # an ter coursing
the entire drlll){:‘and Mtimg 10 the rise-
workings of the mines, is thence conducted
s e e theias, el T ho 2o
ascen n pro-
Em- become mixed with the carbureted
yidrogen gas emitted {rom the coal. When
this gas is evolved in unuwusl guantitics
r speed is gven 1o the air by increas-
ng the fire.  If the partitions in the drifts
(known as brattiee-work) should be broken,
the eireulation would be impeded, and the
“Abe wir as in its

the lamp onductor; and |

anovice in these matters enough

was scen to convinee me of the skill of Mr,
I, the company’s underground st

ny the ventilation,

1 ventilation was

AN EXPLOSION

fook rlm in_u neighboring mine of the
| most fearful character.

s e, Who ploset
men in t 0y ¥
S the maonth of
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