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THE ENTILATtON.
Much unjust censure has licen laid up¬

on the owners and managers of the mine
which was totally undeserved. When the
subject of ventilation was brought up at
the time the mine was about to be opened,
Mr. E. C. RolMTts, of SalincveHe, an expe¬
rienced miner who has been in the busi¬
ness for over thirty years, wss consulted
and given charge of the work. lie con¬
ceived the idea of a manway partitioned
oil* from the slope and made air tight by
sawdust, dirt and ikbri* anti which could
be used for a two fold purpose, that of
furnishing an entrance ami exit for the
workman and at thesame timean air course
for the transmission of the foul air from
the entries below. To facilitate this trans¬
mission of toul air a furnace was placed
near the top of the air course, and every¬
thing satisfied the company’sexpectations
until they had reached a depth where it
could no longer work effectivley. In the
mean time Mr. E. Roberts left ami Mr.
Richard Roberts took his place. Finding
that the draught was no longer strong
enough to carry oil* the foul air, Mr.
Richard Rolieits had the furnace
removed to the bottom of the slope ami a
quantity of sheet iron placed alxuit the
walls and ceiling of the level to guard
against tire. An air course, marked 12,
was then cut across to the west entry.
Two doors were built at the cast and west
entries and by shutting one or the other a
sufllciently powerful draught was obtained
to enable the men to work in
cither entry. Everything that ex-
periencc could suggest or skill em¬
ploy was done to make the ventilation
a success, and to guard against any possi¬
ble accident. Mr. P. M. Wales, the Gen¬
eral Superintendent of the mine, saw to it
personally that a man who understood his
business thoroughly should make this ar¬
rangement as perfect as jmssible. This
was considered a safe and r.liable plan
and was to have l>cen made doubly secure
by the .sinking of a shaft at the end of the
shaft entry. To further decrease the risks
the woodwork about the furnace was kept
saturated with water from the pump which
stood near by and which was operated by
the engine in the works above.

THE FIKE.
On the morning before the fire occurred

the Hon. John Hutchins, of Cleveland,
President of the Atwater Coal Company,
visited the mine and made a tour of the
whole premises, and found everything
working smoothly and no indications of
anything which would cause the calami¬
ty that so soon occurred.

At two o’clock on Wednesday afternoon
eighteen men were working in the mine.
Mr. Roberts had just ordered a Mr. Strong
to put two shovelfuls of coal upon the
furnace fire, and the command had 1>cen
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obeyed, when Strong discovered the
existence of fire by the smell of
burning wood. He first yelled “tire,”
and then rushed to the top of the slope,
where little Georgie Ilofferd, a lad 9
years of age, and who was employed in
opening and shutting the doors in the
mine, was standing. Instead of going
down into the mine, like a man, he order¬
ed little Georgie to go down and tell the
men that the mine was on tire. lie obey¬
ed and Sunday morning, at 1 o’clock his
little body, all mangled and charred, was
dragged out of the mud and slime, at the
bottom of the slope.

THE VICTIMS.
As soon as t lie men became aware of the

existence of lire they rushed frantically
for the entrance and tried to make their
way through the burning embers which
were falling from the limbers above. In
I heir inexperience they must have stood
up when they ran ami have thus breathed
Ilie smoke which suffocated them.

the survivors.

Eight men. who hail lieen working in
the coal rooms, came out after the others
had rushed for Ilie opening and had dropp
cd dead, and gelling down on their knees
made their way through the fire to the
opening above. One alone, of all these,
escaped wilhont injury, a Mr. Lang, of
M iddlebury, w hose story Tile Be icon has
already given. All the rest were so badly
binned that the lives of some are despair¬
ed of. In four hours after the lire broke
out a drill hole was made through the
ground Io the shaft entry. Soon after a
shaft, six feel square, was sunk and yes*cr
day (Sunday) was almost completed.

THE CAUSE.

Several theories, as usual, are advanced as
the cause of the tire. Some, and they are
mostly those who know very little about
the workingsofa mine, think that the fur¬
nace set lire to the planks over head and
that t he smoke su (located the men. The
most plausablc theory is that by the fur
mice and mine combined, gases were gene¬
rated which ignited from the lire in the
furnace. Thal gases had some agen¬
cy in the matter is conlirmed by
the fact of its burning about the bottom
of the slope and then suddenly burning
out at the lop of the slope, leaving the in¬
termediate pari unharmed. It could not,
however, have resulted from lire damp, as
its existence has never been discovered in
the mine.

usmra
Highlight

usmra
Highlight



https://www.newspapers.com/image/228843607/

The Summit County Beacon (Akron, Ohio) · Wed, Jul 10, 1872 · Page 3
Downloaded on May 16, 2025

 
 

 
 
1870 Atwater Slope Mine Fire NEWS10 Clipped By:

usmra_rob
May 16, 2025

 
 Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



https://www.newspapers.com/image/228843607/

The Summit County Beacon (Akron, Ohio) · Wed, Jul 10, 1872 · Page 3
Downloaded on May 16, 2025

 
 

 
 
1870 Atwater Slope Mine Fire NEWS10 Clipped By:

usmra_rob
May 16, 2025

 
 Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



https://www.newspapers.com/image/228843607/

The Summit County Beacon (Akron, Ohio) · Wed, Jul 10, 1872 · Page 3
Downloaded on May 16, 2025

 
 

 
 
1870 Atwater Slope Mine Fire NEWS10 Clipped By:

usmra_rob
May 16, 2025

 
 Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.


	1870_Atwater_Slope_Mine_Fire_NEWS10
	1870_Atwater_Slope_Mine_Fire_NEWS10 (1)
	1870_Atwater_Slope_Mine_Fire_NEWS10 (2)
	1870_Atwater_Slope_Mine_Fire_NEWS10 (3)
	1870_Atwater_Slope_Mine_Fire_NEWS10 (4)
	1870_Atwater_Slope_Mine_Fire_NEWS10 (5)
	1870_Atwater_Slope_Mine_Fire_NEWS10 (6)

