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THE MINING HORROR.

DESCRIPTION OF THE MINE.

Details of the Caving In—Destruction of
the Houses and Burial of Their In-
mates—Recovery of Some of the
Lodies — The Inquest — The
Cause of the Horror,

STockTON, Dec. 21, 1839,
The Alleghanies are in mourning. The hearts of
the peopie are fllled with gloom and apprehension,
and, a8 If In sympatny with the sorrows of
the agonizea relatives and friends of the un-
fortunate beings swept from time into eternity by
the terrible catastrophe of Saturday, nature has
covered the verdure of the hills with a snowy pall,
and the wrees droop beneatli the weight of thelr
mournfual attire. Houses bullt on the monntain top
are proverbially secure, but here, on this elevated
spot, 1,700 feet above Lhe level of the sea, the liighest
point in Pennsylvania, human belngs are tremoling
with apprenension, not knowing the moment when
the earth shall auiver beneath their feei and hurl
them into the depths below; and here sixty, perhaps
8 hundred, feet above the place where these habita-
tions once stood seven persons, full of life and
health & moment before their call, still e buried
amid wreck aund ruin, beyond hope and
lost forever. The mountain I8 their tomb, and
the cola wintry wind that whistles along
its brow is their only requiem. The people come
and goto and from the scene of the calamity in
great numbers and intense excitement prevalls. Tne
yawning chasm still spreading, still craving for vie-
tims, 18 the object of most attraction. for the bodies
of the three unfortunates, recovered on Sunday, are
hid from view in boxes awalting burial; but those
wlio veuture near the dangerous gu ph are ignoraut
of the risk they run. (rac<ling noises are beard
from time to iiwe, and the earth slips down
from the yawning sides wilh a thundering
roar. The gnef of the friends of the vic-
tims 18 mixed with personal apprenénsion; for,
owing to Lthe want of proper surveys of the mines
that tap the mountains here on every hand, no cne
Knows when or where the next creak may be heard,
and the next plot of ground snk and disappear with
all above it. Tne ne.guborhood of the disaster 1s
fairly panic siricken; for those best quajified to
judge unmm%doelm that sooner or later tne
whole town of lton must go down. For the
causes of this alarming condition of thungs I am not
now able to indicawe who will be charged with the
responsibllity, but before the close of my letter I ho
to be able to present such facts as will enable
ublic to form & correct view of the state of afairs
hich rendered snis terribie disaster possible. ‘Tne
acknowledged fact that the entire neighborhood of
Stockton, a8 well as the town itself, 18 undermined,
and in many places very near the surface, and that
& greater calamily may occur at any moment, call
for a more elaborate account of Lhe origin, exteat
and characterisiics of the acclident of Saturday
morning than has yet spmnd. 1 therefore pro-
pose—having just completed a careful examination
of the mine as far a8 | could go—to furnish you
with the result of my Ilnvestigations, Wiih this
gurpou In view, however, | must commence at the
inning, even at the risk of being cobsidered
10US.
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HISTORY OF 'HE MINE.

The mine in which the accident occurred had a
wor capacily ol two thousana tons per day, and
was owned by Misses Linderman & Skeer. Previous
o the organization of this firm E. A. Packer, the
same who falled for a milllon and a hali in New
1 ork about two years ago, was proprietor of it; and
the first shart was opened and the first operations
commenced 1n 1t by W. T, Carter, an Eng!ish miner
of great experience, who Was &lso priucipal pro-
prietor of the mine. The name by which the p
was known 1o the mining districta was the “East
Sugar Loaf.” When Carter retired from bLusiness
some fiiteen years ago, his workmen had ceased
to work that part of the wune lmmediately
below the town 1in consequence of a ‘‘fauit’” bein,
found, that 18, a layer of rock presegted itsell an
cut off the vein of coal. It appears that they aid not
know how many fect near the surface tirey had got,
&8 No survey of the mine was ever made Carter,
but there 1s abundant evidence to prove that they
considered the ground above perf secure. 1t is
usual for miners when the vein nas been followed up
to a “fault” to abandon that particular portion
of it, and In retreating to *“rob the mine,"” or
in other words, to remove the pillar of coal
which during the working propped the subterranean
edifice. If Carier's men this it would not have
been congldered unusual or mproper, even though
the surface should fall in \mm after had
secured their retreat from the mine; but it seews to

me, although attacnés of the present owners of the
place loudly assert the contrary, that Carter never
ordered the removal of the piliars, or i1 he did, that
his order was not obeyed. r may or may not
have *“robued” the mines in some places; that he
did not disturb tbe pillars in the place W
accident of Baturday occurred 18 evidens, for two
of tuem are still standing. But that the present pro-
prietors had commenced the ‘robbery’” and were
actually at work 1n the galiery nearest the surface a
few hours before the Ialling in of the topping there
18 now no doubt. At the official 1nvestigation—il
ever there 18 one—there will be many opposing ele-
ments and possibly much hard swearing; but I am
inclined to think that there will be very lictle differ-
ence between this report of wne accideat and it
causes, in the recital of material facts, and that of
ofticial inqulry,

THE BCENE OF THE DISASTER.

Miners gencraliy retire to sieep early and rise be-
tween five and siX in winter. 7The little community
of 1,200 workmen and their families were wrapt in
slecp on Saturday morning last at halt-past four
o'clock. The scattering town of Hazelton, of smail
cabipos for the inferior working men—Irish, Wels
English and Germans—and frame houses occu
by the miners proper, was as slient as the grave, The

was clear and the aspect of the scene peaceful.
A light ghmmered here and there on the mountain
gide wiere working men were preparing early for
the labors of the day, but more brililantly shone the
calm Christmas moon ming over the mountam
top and 1llumina the deep valleys and bringlog
out into bold reilef the huge doulders of rock over
whlch stood sentine] like the tall pines, firs and hem-
locks, streaked thegnarrow road that ruus through
the town & hundred yards from the depot of the
Lenigh Valley Railroad, and bt inw clear view
the parallel lines of the railroad ru east and west
from Wetherby to Hazelton. One-balf hour more of
sflence, and the doors of the wooden houses fa¢in,
the street would be alive with men, wowen an
children; lamps would gleam in place of the then
descended moon, and the hardy minerg would have
duc:na«l to their dally labor in the vowels of the
earth.
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THE CATASTROPIIR.

But whilé nature’'s night ligut sill lingered on
the mountain’s wa dasied streaks of
sliver on e tree and  overhanging
roeks the quiet vilage was disturbed by the
loud wallng of a dog. The brute dia not
cry with an ordinary yélp. No humao
106 WwWas mnear; no ap t danger stimuiated
him to bark, but he made she echoes ring wilth his

rsistent barkiag. Mr. Waelteran was awakened by
ne barking of the animal, ana finding that there
was no prospect of his quie down puton s
clothes and went out to the butiding where the ani-
mal wus. He then gaw the of the alarm. A
house near by stood leaning ard, and by the un-
certain ight it seemed to be 1alling. A loua crash-
Ing was heard, and the earth bepearh lm
appeared to be movin At th's  moment
the woon sunk bem the opposite  lall,
and the scene was shrouded in Impeneira-
bie oom. Wetterau 1instantly comprehended
the situation and rusned to nis house. He was
nearly too late. His daughter, a young girl ol sevea-
teen years of age, being aroused by the creaking
of the timbers of the bullaing and the per-
glstent how of the falthful dog, rushed out in
alarm, ciad only in her night clothes, and as she diul
lotnoxnho ed belore hey and she was precipi-
tated fiito the avbyss. Happly, however, at this
moment Lhe inhabitants o1 several other houses
were @aroused by the shakihg of the earth
and the low rumbling noses from tue
£307 000 thian the_ taets, Jobh HoSKIgS, Baw Be;
more il 0 saw her
fall, and desperately attepeed a rescue at the peril

aragged
Jjaws of death by the stalwart arms of the assembdled
miners, aimost dead with cold and crushed by the
falling tunbers, 1o the meantime tne houses imme-
diately over slope No. 1 sunk with the eartn, and 1wo
tamilies, wno had not heard the alarm, weot with
them into the yawning chesm. It was dark uow,
but much er wad the space 120 [fees
square or thereabouts which marked the en-
trance to the deptns o which the four
houses and ten buwan creatures had sunk
from view. The names of the lost ones are Mr.
Swank, stable boss for the esmpany, his wile and
two chblldren: Nr. Rough, wife, mother and three
children. Swank went out to see woat the matier
was and had a lamp 1o his hand when the alarm was
given, and when he discovered what the ground was
el ran back to eave mlllmll{. He was oo
ate. nouse turned over hima as he entered the
acor and all perished together. Mrs. Rough could
could have saved herselr, but while there wWas yet
tie she broke from the arms of ber husband, who
was urging her out, and ran back to save her Tﬂ
mother, walted for her, spd W another
minute the earth W 1ts Jaws and recelvea them.
In the same row houses, or rathier in houses on
the same line with those destroyed, were several
ns who very narrowly escaped destruction,
he Stockton Hote!, close to the crop of the mine
and about thirty yards from the railroad. escaped
as did als0 Beveral lesser bulidings on m«lm of
the chasm, lml.g: thoy will stand very long is, at
least, question .

crater. sent 1o Siockioa at once and
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bellsof that town : gn thé
m&u;wnmmd dan-
. The volunteer fire company of w

the men; nevertheleas the engine on
grou ulckly after the first alarm. Twe
streams of water were on the burning mass

In the evening, when all danger of & geueral confia-
eration was over. It s melancholy to have o
on acts of inhumanity, but the truth must be %old.
I'ne indifference of the crowd who surrounded the
pit during the day was d bly manifested, and
unbecoming levity was indoiged In by many men
and women, Men were heard 0 speak carel
about the matter, and 1t was evident that the fell
Spirit of laction or nationality 18 active here unonﬁ
the miners, Irish, Enﬁlmn, Germans, Welsh an
Americans, they have all @ common mterest in the
well being of uuewr little soclety; but it wounld seem
that each gang nolds itseif independent of ana above
the ctner, and Lthat there 18 no community of feeling.
THE FIRST BODIES RECOVERED,

SIx hours alter ‘he first crash another pilece of
ground east of aud near the large pic gave way with
a loud crash, but hapmly without carrying with 1t
any of the people who were standing by. The fire-
men  imwediately &l.cxeud the ground with
ropes aud guarded approacnes to the hole
@8 best they could from the encroachments
of the crowd. 7There could not have peen lers
than 4,000 people there on Saturday at any time.
The day broke cicar and flne, but about ten
o'clock raln leil In torrents, then sleet, und finally
::Iol' (:ovam:l lllle ‘rt:.nnd and ll'lm.onm!l t:ul: t:m

ees, mouraninlly sighing ana waving the
tops above e latal cn:n‘m. Dark clouds careened
aloft, from whose misty lids the rs of heaven
lalllug on the vacant places of once happy homed
had frozen into snow. The scene was desolate and
mournfui in the ¢xtreme, and gloom filled the hearts
of all but the most callous of the people. The
miners went t work heartly under the di-
reciion of DUr. Lindermann (a8 member of the
firm), but up to Sunday at four o'ciock they had not
succeeded In reaching the place where the bodies
were supposed Lo lle. Shortly after that hour, how-
ever, a pickaxe driven far into the loose eartia
brought up & piece of an arm, and soon after three
bodies were disclosed Lo view. They were horribly
distigured. Tbe urst brought ous was Mrs. Swank,
who was paitially dressed. Her neck and legs were
broken; her head was crushed in on the sides and
the skin on her body was peeled off. This
latter evideuce ol the pature of the disaster waa
doubtless ouused by the water which trickled
through the earth on her while she was in the
of the burning timber of the house. Mrs. Swank’s
daughter was the next body discovered. She was
also mmightfully disfigured, The litle child, ap-

tly two years old, which, covered With a
lanket and In the arms of the poor was
scorched and brulsed beyond ition.
remalns were carefully removed to the surface and
laid in boxes preparatory Lo their being deposited
in comns for the iuquest and burial,

As far as [ cun learn the Lehigh Valley Rallroad
Company afforded every facility to thoze who en-
gaged in the labor of exhuming the boaies,

Epeclal trains and men at their dis, L. Mr.

master mechanlc of the Rali works was
ex |y active, No fault can be found with the
action of ithe wining company atter the accldent.
They appear to have been energetic and suncerely
desirous to circuiuscribe the danger.
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TOE INQUEST.

An inquest was held yesterday on the bodles re-
covered by Justice . P. Cartwright, Deputy
Coroner: but, as it was merely to aifora toe friends
an opportunity of ldeatifying the remnaius, no evi-
dence as 1o the causes of the disaster was taken.
That will come oif when all the bodies are re-
covered, If they ever are recovered.

The miuers, to the number of fifty or sixty, are
working day and nighs searching for the remalning
seven bodies, but they bave diffcult and dangerous
labor before them. The ground gives unmistakable
evidence that sinother falling o may be expected;
fact, as 1 write, one side of the pit to tie extent of
several feet has (ullen 1n. Shoula it extend in the
same direction lor firyy yards this letier will never
soe the HERALD office.

CAUSE OF THE ACCIDENT.

Now, as to the cause of the accident (so called), X
have to say a few words before I close. When Lh@
present company cominenced to work this min
some twelve mouths ago, 1t was thoughbt that No.
slope was fully worked out, and was not, therefore,
touched, Carter, they say, worked 1t within twenly
feet of the surface. It seews, however, that recently
orders were given, or understood by the miners,
that the supporting pillars o this parucualar
part of the mine should be removed, or, In
other words, that the mines should be robbed pre-
vious to belng abandoned, The workmen ©Om-
meneed &t them Jast week, It seems, and m
nearly fimsbhed on Friday. At twelve o'ciock
night & boy working in the mines heard somebody
or something stamping on she raiis on the gooring.
as if giving & warniog, and at the same time &
creaking nolse was Lbeard and pileces of coal were
seen to shoot up from the wails of the mine. Tha
boy gave the alarm and the men away for the
night beyond the risk of daager. It does
not seem, however, that they notifled the
people above of the fact. The catastrophe then was
caused by cutting away the coal pii or su
w0 the reoling ol the mine, at a place where
been weorked within twenty feet of the surface,
the destruction of life was caused by the neglpgat o
the company to survey and map the miue and n
the drillers above of the impending danger. This,
think, is the truth of the master, althougl an acttemps
18 being made to lay the blame ia anotirer dlrmon.
Is 18 to be hoped, however, that the truth ve
allowed to come 0 ight. We mow live *‘uot know-
Ing wnat an nour may bring forth,’” and taere is an
exodus from this place of horrer.
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