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'1 14, and Harold Sacger,

:Garreth*-Blllmgsly Steps N
From Ledge Into Déep Water g

Gurrethh  Billingsly,  16-year-old

son of Mr. and Mrs. Howard Bill-
. ingsly of Hillsboro, drowned In the
! stone

quurry  pit located  seven
mlles  southeust of Mt. Pleasant
Sunday at 4:25 p. m.

His body was recovered by Joe

| Strang of ML, Pleasant about 6:30
. m.oand taken to the Cranc Fu-

neral Home here and then to the

| Stevens Funeral Home In Salem
|| where funeral services are pends
A ing.

Billingsly went to the deep

Ll quarry pit to swim with the Leo

Pross children, his sister, Barbara,
19, of Bur-
lington. Not being o good swimmer,

:| Billingsly was standing on a ledge

on the northwest corner of the

| quarry with the water up to his

wnlst.
Steps Off Ledge ,
Leota Pross, 13, said heé stepped

LJoff the ledge and went down in 14

feet of wnter, came up once,
struggled but didn't yell and then
went  under  agaln. She, Tommy
Pross, 11, and the Billingsly girl
were  the only  persons of the
many at the quarry to witness the
tragedy.

They quickly told the other
youths there about it and scveral
started  diving  for Garreth  but
had: no success. Police Chief James
Jumison sald the police station was
notified at 4:35 p. m. and he and
Officer Webb Yocum hurrled to
the scene. Depuly Sheriff Ruygsell
van Tuyl and two highway patrol-
men were also summoned.

Gels Boat

When  the police gol to, the
quarry they met Joe Strung and
told him what happencd and that
a bont was neceded Lo drag the
pond for. the youth, Strang's son,
Frank, wenl back to ML, Pleasant
and came buck with n boat in
about .30 minules. B,

Strang and his son started drag-
ging the pond with grappling hooks
and .were jolned by Darrell God-
dard und Leo Pross in  another
boat, Strang recovered the body at
the spot where the mishap occur-
red. . s

The police had o resusclitator
with them but it wasn't used sinee
Billingsly wns dead when pulled

from the water.
Hugh Daliner said that no lnquest.
will be held.
The' quarry
rounding it is under lecase to the

Rapids and is part of the Bartlett

worked for some time.
. Dangerous’ Place
Frequent  warnings
given about the danger of swime
ming in the quarry plit. The hole
is very deep—40 feet or more at
the deepest  point—with some
treacherous drop-offs.
A few_months ago, the - News
gave the oplnions of several pera

by young pcople as a swimming
hole. Onc of the persons said 'ait
that time in effect:that . nothing
would be done until” somcone
drowns,

Only last week, Jim Rose: ln hls
column in the News again polnbcd

and called attention to the need

ant.

Sunday
drowning occurred at the pit, ébo&i’.
16 were swimming there, nccordlng
to the report.

Temperature Up
To 92 Degrees

“Com weather” that was doln;;
much for southecastern Iowa corn
ficlds Sunday caused resldents. to

swimming pools.

ML, Pleasant_for a high for -the
scason to date and followed a night

thal dropped only to a low of 74.

ture went down Lo 61, AL onc 0'-
clock Monday sfternoon, the teme
peruture was 83,

Many persons from Mt. Pleasant
angd over the county "cnjoyed the
swimming pool at Burlington In the
afternoon or carly evening. d

County Coroner :

and the area sure |
Concrete  Materlals Co. of Cedar.

farm.. The quarry has not becn )

have been'

sons regarding the use of the pit

out the danger of using the pit .
for a4 swimming pool In Mt. Plcas- )

afternoon when the

scek refuge in shady spots nnd at I

The temperature was up to 92 l:}. 2

of good corn-growlng temperaturcs -

Early Monday morning cooler t.em-. ]
peratures blew in and the tempcrn-,

1950 Jun Garreth Billingsly drowns at

quarry A

Clipped By:
usmra_rob
Jan 1, 2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



