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Youth Drowns at Quarry,
Companion's Rescue Fails

BV““"“':R::LI{ PIT'(l‘Ht‘DnIl ular swimning location _’“; 1eading t \hy quyrry, causing ~ Monach Fire company, Monoe-
) S. SHANTZ young people, was at one tim -
Mercury Staff Writers under excavation, but work was
The body of a 19 year old suspended when undergruumi
youth was recovered from the  springs filled the quarry with
John T. Dyer quarry, Union  water. The springs are still
Township, Sunday evening after  feeding the quarry, although the
he disappeared in the aban.  water level is below its formef
doned quarry while swimming  depth.
with a companion There is excavation machine
Richard Lee Maurer, Proud-  ry, buildings and a variety ©
foot Drive, Gilbralter, was  other debris under the 45 fect
taken to St. Joseph's Fospital,  of water, located just off Rout®
Reading in Birdsboro American 72

s and blocking res. ac

o re divers arrived on the

‘mv ing was the scene, members of the Friend
0 the quarry, which is ~ ship Fire company began {0

by lrmumh McPoyle,  drag the water with grappling
e hooks from & boat.

ol Weller, an_experi- Upon entering the water the
gt diver, drowned divers swam basic rescue pat
one of Sunday's terns with guide ropes being

. handled by rescurers on shore,

Lerch said, “Due to the under-
water terrain, I do most of my
searching by feel. Many divers

Legion ambulance, where he ‘The mishap is the q—ﬂmd use lights to aid in their rescue
was dead on arrival, quarry accident reported in WO operations. 1do soonly if neces-
Clarence Lerch Jr., a 10 year  days. John Galloway jrds sary."

diving veteran with the Rea boro RD 2, is in & nr"‘f‘
ing Fire Department underwa.  condition in Medical Center
ter recovery team, located the East with internal injuries
body at 8:45 pm, in approxi. He was admitted Saturda¥
mately 35 feet of water. Lerch after falling 60 feet from 2 '{ ' " an effort to recover one of the
revealed that the body was lying  ledge into the water. trom Telford "“ h" lights which had been dropped
face down on a slight incline. The drowning occured at AP ! L Sarety RR Flood lights, manned by mem
The youth was swimming with  proximately 6 pm, Rescue 0p¢ doep sea divers were  Ders of the units on the scene,
a companion early in the eve rations began nearly an hour search a p of the were used to light the recovery
ning when he began calling for  later with Union Fire Co, Num :

Lights were Instrumental in
locating the body Sunday. Di
vers remained in the water af
ter the body had been found, in

s body
m Sunday
| enlisted (lu

Bich |s under %0 feet  Area as darkness fell
help after attempting to swim ber One, Kulptown, being th¢ - " Trooper Jerome Majewski, of
ACTOsS A 100 yard expanse of first on the scene. WRday s drowning victim was the Reading barracks said the
water Rescue operations were ¢ r *red about 100 yards from victims companion was hesitant

A rescuer said his companion layed until the gravel road d about revealing the information
entered the water in an attempt which winds over a mile to 1h¢ PEscue operation, was wit concerning the drowning.
to pull Maurer the remaining  edge of the quarry, was cleared! ¥ by 200 porson an official “The information that has
15 feet 1o shore while several by a bulldozer of mounds © Seene said been obtained is hazy due to
youths at the scene reportedly carth used to prevent cars from ing the Reading Fire the fact that the boy is in
offered no assistance when the entering the arca "iWent underwater recov shock,” Majewski said
rescuer called for help, before Roland §. Nolf Excavalion "M in the search were The circumstances surround
the victim disappeared Company was summoned to (W of the Reading Seuba ing the drowning are still under
SWIMMING spoT scene 10 clear the path foF - scue team; Friendship investigation by Reading State
The quarry, which Ls a pop-  rescuers. Cars blocked roads “ompany, Birdsboro, and Police
——
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RESCUE PREPARATIONS.A scuba div-  the John T, Dyer quarry, Undon Township, S | ‘»1

er from the Reading Fire Department Un-  Sunday to search for a Gibralter youth | | Red s |e

der Water Recovery team prepares his  who drowned in the quarry, while swim- A

equipment Prior 10 entering the water of  ming with a companion. ( 'e
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