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Abandoned mines pose a number of hazards

By MICHAEL RUBINKAM  an inch a year, you can use
and MATTHEW BROWN  satellite information 10 de-
Associated Press Writers tect that and monitor
getting worse or not.

Swaths of Pennsylvania said. “But you can also have
and many other states are these really quick ones that
honeycombed with old, un- are harder to predict. That's
stable mines that can cause what happened in this case.
the earth to suddenly give You have this roof collapse
way and threaten people and dnd ovemlgu a sinkhole ap-
property.

That's what scarchers in | The Marguerite Mine au-
Westmoreland County, just thorities believe resulted in
southeast of Pittsburgh, fear the sinkhole was last oper-
led to the death of Elizabeth ated in 1952 by the H.C. Frick
Pollard, 64. Pollard and a Coke Co. according to the
young granddaughter were state Department of Environ-
looking for a lost cat when she mental Protection. The coal
went missing Monday eve- seam in the area is about 20
ning. At about the same time, feet beneath the surface.

a sinkhole appeared roughly ~ That's relatively shallow,
20 feet from where Pollard adding to the chance of asud-
parked her car, in an area den collapse in areas where
above an old coal mine, The the coal had been removed,
granddaughtor was found leaving a void likely filled
saf inside the car hours later. with air, water or debris that

Her remains were recov. had was'hed in over time, San-
ered Friday, a State Police tisaj
spukespersnn said “The sinkhole was teardrop

Steve Limani said shaped, Santi said, with a
Pollnm was found at about small opening above a larger
11 a.m. approximately 80 feet cavern. If the mine collapse
underground, some 12 feet had been deeper, it would
from the opening of the sink- have been cone-shaped and
hole. Limani sald she appar- taken longer for the distur-
ently fell onto a cone-shaped bance to reach the surface, he
pile of debris created by the added.
crumbling mine, then rolled .
or otherwise moved toward Prevention
the southwest to where her  Some mines used sup
body was recovered. ports such as steel arches to
S " prevent collapses. Others left

Difficult to predict s of coal in place to sup-

Mine subsidence has port the roof, but they don't
caused billions of dollars in always prevent settling over
damage in the US. In Penn- time
sylvania, where mining dates  The state Bureau of Aban-
to the late 1700s, coal was doned Mine Reclamation will
mined in nearly half of the examine the scene to see if
state's 67 counties and there the sinkhole was caused by
are at least 5,000 abandoned mine subsidence, spokesper
underground min wing son Neil Shader said.
behind hazards officials say

can arise at any time. Drowning, gases
There are as many as  Old mines pose myriad
500,000 abandoned mines na. dangers, 381 people

tionwide — far outnumber.  killed and 152 injured at aban-
g ihoms fat e il actve dgned s aled natimivide
according to the federal Mine between 2000

Safety and Health Adminis. cording to the G5 Bureau of
tration. They dot the land- Land Management.

scape of coal country and  In many cases, their own:
sprawling Western states ers simply walked away from
where mining was common. coal or precious metals mines cies have sealed off many old
People have died falling into when they became uneco- mines, But more are discov-
them, and some murderers nomical to operate and de- ered every year and officials
have tried to hide vietims' clared bankruptcy. That left have yet to conduct basic risk
bodies by dumping them in behind safety hazards and analyses on most of the aban-
open mine shafts.

The sinkhole in Westmore- public ageneies must handle.
land County appears to have  Victims can
resulted from a catastrophic fooded shafts, get lost in un-
collapse, suggesting the roof derground tunmels or perish
of an old mine gave way sud- from peisonous gases present
denly after sagging for vears, inmany old coal mines. Mine
said Professor Paul Santi shafts can extend hundreds
from the Colorado School of of feet beneath the surface
Mines Geology Department.  and often are unmarked.

“If it's dropping say, half  State and federal agen-

costly ~pollution cleanups  goned mines on federal land

lions of gallons of wa-

N ter loaded with arsenic, lead
ws began offering mine subsid-

and other toxie metals flow
daily from contaminated
mine sites.
Insurance
Pennsylvania’s abandoned
mine agency has responded
to 7 subsidences this year,
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attack in the Berwick High
School cafeteria, police say. Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

1600 Fowdler Ave, Berwick, PA

Call or Text 570-317-7545

Cash, Check Venma, Paypal

30+ Years Experience
570-204-0942

Grant St., got in a fight with
another person, a citation
states. The other combatant
was not named, nor was a
reason for the fight explained.

rales was charged with
disorderly conduct.

Bloomsbu rg - It's home.

We're here to protect your
M cormer of the community and

Irish \lalley Hardwunds everything in it

Reade Taylor
mer Insurance Agency Inc.

and 578 since 2017, said Lau-
ren Camarda of the state D
partment of Environmental
Protection.

Subsidence has  long
mena omeowners in
the state's historical coal re-
gions. In 1961, Pennsylvania

ence insurance to cover dam-
age to homes or buildings.

here are more than 62,000
such policies in force today,
and the program has paid out
on more than 2,200 claims.

CIDER, BEER § WINE
AT GAME TIME!

Fofom e s s

SUNDAY HAPPY HOUR
BAR SPECIAL 2pm 10 6PM
DRAFT BEER 8 CIDER $2 OFF
COCKTAILS: & WINE §3 OFF + 90¢ WINGS!

570-218-8393

ecotstlogistics.com

Residential
Curb Side Pickup

Berwick/Bloomsburg &
surrounding areas
$25/month 5 Bag Limit
Call 570-218-8393 or check us
out on Facebook to Sign Up

1 4 enny Pollard, 75,

", above, holds a photo
. from a vacation he
and wife Elizabeth took to
Florida about 10 years ago.
Elizabeth Pollard had last been
seen Monday evening looking
for her cat near a restaurant
half a mile from her home in
Marguerite.

This is the sinkhole, at left,
where the remains of Elizabeth
Pollard were found Friday.
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BUILDERS INC 1991

*New Construction
+ Custom Design

* Renovations
& Additions

«Kitchen & Bathroom
Rer 3t

570.275.4444
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+ Finished Basements
+ Disaster Recovery

Olet Sidde
A" Dallwen's
CHRISTMAS
_ CRAFT FAIR

11am-4pm
INDOOR &
OUTDOOR
1. Shopping. Faod, Wine

7588 Columbis B Berwick

o

Bed & Breakfast/Restaurant _7#m2m

1324 £k Grove Ro.
Banton

570-925-4198
OPEN
Thurs.-Mon,

1k Hollow Lodge i avail
or Haliday P Partes
Family Gel-togethe
and can acconmodsts
peaple.
Call for more info.
5709254198

Elk Hollow Ladge
is collecting gifts

Nursing homes in
area

idents in

Catawissa
Winterfest/Live Nativity
Celebrating the Joy of Christmas
Sunday, December 8 + 3-5PM

319 Main St., Catawissa
+ Live Walk thru Nativity » Petting Zoo
+ Campfire + Tree Lighting
sFood Available & Specials
-— FHEE ADMISSION —
Sun ow - This Event is Go!
\ For Infurmatlun call: 570-356-6187
o “This eventis Hosted by Catawissa Christisn Church

TRI-AXLE LOADS g
OF FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Landscaping

‘Services Provided Include
+Firearms/Equipment Sales

+ NFADezlkr

+Laser Engraving Senvices

+ Amed/named Securily Agenis
+Loss Prevenfion

+Emergency Acion Plamning
*Exeoutive Protection
HELPING YOU PROTECT R oy e

WHAT MATTERS
+Security Assessments.
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