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ALLENTOWN

Quarrydrowningvictim
ID’d as Allentown man

A swimmer whose body was pulled
Tuesday from an abandoned quarry in
Allentown’s South Mountain Reservoir has
been identified as Matthew Ruch, 24, of
Allentown.

Ruch, of the 600 block of South Fifth
Street, was pronounced dead at 5:33 p.m. by
a Lehigh County deputy coroner after the
city Fire Department’s water rescue unit
recovered his body.

An autopsy Wednesday determined that
Ruch had drowned, according to the
coroner’s office, which ruled the death an
accident.

Ruch had used a rope swing to enter the
water-filled quarry in the city’s 156-acre
South Mountain Reservoir Park, which
includes a capped reservoir that is part of
the city’s water supply system.

The coroner’s office said witnesses saw
Ruch briefly surface after landing in the
quarry water, but he went under again
while struggling to swim.

Authorities said another swimmer called
911 about 4:20 p.m., and the water rescue
team recovered his body about 5 p.m.
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